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Districts

Division 1

Pilots
win
25th title
Blank GPN

By John K. Schroder
Special to The Macomb Daily

GROSSE POINTE WOODS—
There was no letdown in the dis-
trict championship for De La
Salle follow-
ing Wednes-
day night’s
grueling
semifinal
shootout
win over Catholic League rival
U-D Jesuit as the Pilots came out
flying and overwhelmed host
Grosse Pointe North, 5-0, to cap-
ture their 25th district cham-
pionship in 28 years for coach
Thaier Mukhtar.

DeLaSalle (13-4-6 overall) ad-
vances to Tuesday’s 8 p.m. region-
al semifinal at Troy Athens and
will play the winner of today’s
championship battle between Ste-
venson and Sterling Heights, the
team that knocked out De La Salle
in last year’s district round.
North closes its season at 5-12-2.
Eisenhower will face the winner
of today’s match between defend-
ing state champion Brother Rice
and Livonia Stevenson in the first
game of Tuesday’s regional dou-
bleheader.

“I think we came out and an-
swered the bell right of the bat.
We were flying and (Michael)
Moscone got us going,” said
Mukhtar. “Mike Leone was cre-
ating all kinds of space for Mo-
scone by making some tremen-
dous runs up top and dragging
players with him. With those
early goals and the way our de-
fense has been playing that was
pretty much the ballgame.”

Moscone led the Pilots offense
with two goals and an assist.
Coupled with his three goals in a
district opening win, he now is
the second leading goal scorer on
the Pilots with nine. He also tal-
lied in the shootout against U of
D.

Leone nailed the crossbar just
3:33 into the match and DeLa-
Salle was buzzing and had North
reeling early. Moscone intercept-
ed a clearing pass 30 yards out
and zigzagged his way into open
space before drilling an 18-yard
blast past North keeper Jay
Warren with 32:12 to play in the
opening half.

One minute 43 seconds later,
Moscone again intercepted a
pass, juked a defender to his left
inside the box and ripped
another low drive to the far post
for a quick 2-0 DeLaSalle lead
that crushed any North hopes of
an upset.

“I told our guys that the first 10-
15 minutes was going to be ex-
tremely important. Then DeLa-
Salle got two in the first 10 min-
utes and that was very demoral-
izing for this young team,” said
North coach Chris Alston. “That
really broke us down and didn’t
put us in a spot where we could
be upbeat enough and still be-
lieve we could win. It was an
early dagger for us. Exactly what
we didn’t want to happen, hap-
pened and that was our golden
bullet right there.”

Leone, the shootout hero,
scored with 9:59 remaining to
bump the Pilots lead to 3-0. A
great defensive stop by North’s
Marco Boccuti on the goal line
with 2:48 left before the intermis-
sion prevented DeLaSalle from
running away early. North keep-
er Warren had made two saves
during a wild flurry before Boc-
cuti bailed his keeper out.

DeLaSalle outshot North 12-4
in the first half and then played a
less desperate, more ball con-
trolled second half to finish with
a 20-4 edge in shots for the game.
DeLaSalle keeper Nick Orlando
made three saves to secure his
third shutout of districts and his
13th and the team’s 15th clean
sheet of the season.

Defender John Leutzinger
from Moscone, and an unassisted
goal by Avery Eckert with 1:05
remaining closed the scoring.

“I was just trying to get into po-
sition and get a goal for the team.
I just always try to get in the box
and go far post,” said the 6-foot-4
Leutzinger on his second goal of
the season on a great thread-the-
needle pass from Moscone at the
left sideline. “It was horrible last
year losing in districts. This is a
lot better feeling this year.”

Tars beat Fraser, clinch playoff berth
yards as the Macomb Area Conference
Blue Division co-champion Tars closed
the regular season with a 6-3 record.

“I’ll never forget Anchor Bay,” Jones
said moments after he was in the middle
of a throng of students that celebrated
with players as the AB marching band
played the school fight song.

“I’ll never forget our fans,” Jones said.
“The way they supported us all year was
fantastic. I’m thankful to be on this
team. I’m thankful to be at Anchor Bay.”

The Anchor Bay marching band,
which received first-division ratings in
a competition at L’Anse Creuse North

“Our school wanted this. Our commu-
nity wanted this. It means the world.”

Anchor Bay, like all the other post-
season participants, finds out Sunday
who it will meet in the first round of the
playoffs.

The Tars will watch the playoff an-
nouncement television show at a
coach’s home and then they’ll begin pre-
paring for their first post-season game
since 2004.

They likely will never forget the victo-
ry over the Ramblers that featured two
touchdown runs, of one and six yards,
by Michigan State recruit Jones, and
two more by senior back Ruehlen.

Ruehlen scored on runs eight and 26

night sky.
“It was an amazing night,” Tars coach

Phil Latona said after he got an ice-buck-
et shower from his players just before
the final horn that signaled the end of
the game and the end of the Tars’ post-
season drought.

“This is a great end to what has been
an emotional regular season,” Latona
said. “Our kids worked so hard, starting
last Thanksgiving. All the pain they
went through, this is worth it.

Jones, Ruehlen
score two TDs  apiece

By George Pohly
Macomb Daily Sports Editor

A full moon is supposed to be a bad
omen.

Anchor Bay’s football team paid no at-
tention.

Taiwan Jones and Gage Ruehlen
scored two touchdowns apiece as the
host Tars clinched a playoff berth with a
27-7 victory over Fraser in a festive at-
mosphere that belied the haunting full
moon that hung in the cloudless Friday-
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Eisenhower’s Yousseff Bujaidar (84) catches a touchdown in front of Cousino
defender Max Ameye (6).

Football

MAC Crossover

Clintondale advances to the playoffs
was a flag on the play and the touch-
down was negated.

Clintondale’s defense recovered in the
fourth quarter and prevented additional
Bather points.

Clinton scored his third touchdown of
the night at 10:54 and Miskokomon’s
kicked the last point for the Dragons.

“Jason played an outstanding game.
He had a couple of good punt returns. He
had some great runs.  He had a great
step,” Schindler said. “The seniors
stepped up and Cortez (Smith), he’s been
our leader all year. He got a little injury
there and he came back and kept fight-
ing and kept leading us to the win.”

Taylor rushed for 64 yards to lead the
Dragon offense. Clinton followed with
60, while Calvin Barksdale tallied 24.

ball four yards for another Dragon touch-
down and Miskokomon’s second suc-
cessful kick strengthened Clintondale’s
lead as the teams broke for halftime.

The Dragons opened the third quarter
scoring when Clinton rushed two yards
for his second touchdown of the game
and Miskokomon’s kick gave Clinton-
dale a 21-point lead.

But, the Bathers gathered momentum
when senior Joshua Allen picked up
Clintondale’s return and ran the ball 73
yards for a touchdown. Christian Ka-
tembo added the extra point and the
Bathers continued to create problems
for the Dragons throughout the quarter.

Allen intercepted Smith’s pass to sen-
ior Ramone Taylor and ran the ball for
another Bather touchdown, but there

ball down the field and then took advan-
tage of a 15-yard penalty against Mount
Clemens, which set them up on the
Bathers 15-yard line. Jason Clinton car-
ried the ball nine yards to make it sec-
ond-and-1 on the 6-yard line, and quar-
terback Cortez Smith kept the next
snap. He ran the ball the remainder of
the way for a touchdown with 5:17 re-
maining in the second.

Senior Luke Miskokomon kicked the
extra point to give the Dragons a 7-0
lead.

Late in the half, Clinton carried the

By Rebekka Costanzo
Special to The Macomb Daily

The visiting Clintondale Dragons
clinched a playoff berth with their 27-8
defeat of the Mount Clemens Bathers on
Friday night.

“We’re not sure who we are going to get
in the playoffs, but we’ll be ready to go,”
Clintondale coach Dave Schindler said.

“It’s going to be tough, we know that,”
said Schindler, whose team improved to 6-
3 overall with the MAC crossover victory.
“But, we started out 1-2 this year. We never
thought we’d be here. A lot of people didn’t
and now we’re going to the playoffs.”

After a scoreless first quarter, Clin-
tondale took over on downs on its own
26-yard line. The Dragons worked the

the first quarter and then hooked up
with Dominic Brugnoni from 12 yards
out for the first score in the second. Mor-
ris also ran in a two-point conversion.

Damorria Lilly got the final TD on a
one-yard run.

Mike Abiragi rushed for 121 yards on
14 carries. His longest run from scrim-
mage was a 70-yard bolt down to King’s
six, which setup Lilly’s TD run.

Field Hockey
STATE TOURNAMENT

FIRST ROUND
DEXTER 3, REGINA 1: Courtney Tyll

scored the lone goal for the Saddlelites (7-8-
0 overall) and keeper Kelsey Erne made six
saves. Coach Carolyn Lekki commended
the defensive play of Caitlin Nahirniak.

rush. He also completed both of his
passes for touchdowns; a 22-yard pass to
Chris Boyd and another 22-yarder to
Kenny Dalen.

He’s in because Vinny Delicata, the
starting quarterback, injured an ankle.

Tim Weber had three rushes for 106
yards and two touchdowns. Those meas-
ured 30 and 56 yards. Ryan Regener had
four carries for 69 yards including an
eight-yard touchdown.

Parkway Christian closed the regular
season 7-2.

DE LA SALLE 22, DETROIT KING
12: The Pilots (7-2) got all the scoring
they needed by halftime.

Shane Morris ran for a score and com-
pleted a pass for another as DLS rolled to
a 22-0 lead after two quarters.

Morris ran in from six yards out in

score. Running back Ryan Burkard car-
ried the ball seven times for 34 yards and
a score.

The score was 42-7 at halftime.
Defensively, Fraeyman had six tackles

and a sack that caused a fumble from his
strong safety/linebacker spot; middle
linebacker Joe Bacci made seven tackles
and had an interception; while lineman
Jalen Brooks made eight tackles.

NON-LEAGUE
PARKWAY CHRISTIAN 49, PLY-

MOUTH CHRISTIAN 8: He is a fresh-
man quarterback at a Christian school so it
is distinctly appropriate that a young man
named Noah played a whale of a game.

Freshman quarterback Noah Allen
rushed the ball 10 times for 54 yards.
One of those was a 30-yard touchdown

ROMEO 48, L’ANSE CREUSE
NORTH 7: Blake and mistake might
rhyme, but they certainly do not hang
out together in the huddle.

Romeo quarterback Blake Laurain
threw nine passes and completed five of
them for 208 yards. Four of those throws
went for touchdowns as the Bulldogs
shook off an opening week non-league loss
to Troy to win their final eight games.

Taylor Brynaert had two catches for
24 yards and a touchdown; Justin Med-
ley made two catches for 114 yards and
two touchdowns. Nathan Fraeyman had
a catch for 70 yards and a touchdown;
John Rauen had a catch for 18 yards and
a touchdown; and Ellis Weeks returned
an onside kick attempt 52 yards for a

ROUNDUP: Romeo, Parkway Christian win big over opponents
Continued from Page 4B
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Ike dampens Patriots
postseason dreams

“Cousino made us bend a little bit,”
Lantzy said. “They gave us the kind of
test that we’ll see in the playoffs, as they
came at us with good, physical players.”

“We shot ourselves in the foot, and
against a good football team, you can’t
make mistakes, whether it’s penalties,
turnovers, or giving up big plays,” Pow-
ell said. “But take nothing away from Ei-
senhower. They’re a good team that has
a good coach, and they played hard.”

exploited breakdowns in the Cousino
pass coverage on a reoccurring basis.

Eisenhower also got rushing touch-
downs from Colin Belleck and Mike
Connolly, and a pick-six returned 25
yards by Alan Figlan.

Cousno scored on a 5-yard bootleg
from quarterback Ryan Kryska, a 6-
yard run by Max Ameye, and a safety
from Brad Baumgartner, who tackled
Zerafa in the end zone.

Powell seems to think the Patriots
have “a 25 percent chance” of getting in
the 256-school playoff field.

“Unfortunately, we didn’t want to
have a 25 percent chance – we wanted to
do it ourselves,” he said. “I told them to
keep their heads up and say a little pray-
er.”

The Patriots will be helped by the fact
that a majority of their opponents are
also playoff squads. Besides Eisenhower
and Romeo, Utica, Port Huron, Ford,
and Roseville also had the required six
wins to be eligible for post-season play.

“We played a brutal schedule,” Powell
said. “I’ve never been in at 5-4, but the
playoff system is such a crapshoot. Even
if we had won six games before, we
didn’t put our eggs in one basket. We’re
not far enough north to know if we’ll
play someone to the north. We’re not far
enough south, we’ve been matched up
with teams to the west before.

“I’ll play anybody. We would relish
the opportunity to play one more week.”

During Friday’s game, Eisenhower
looked every bit like the playoff con-
tender, scoring on all four of its first-half
drives to take a 28-6 lead into the locker
room. Three of those touchdowns came
through the air, as sophomore quarter-
back Joe Zerafa connected twice with
Yousseff Bujaidar and once with Bran-
don Bartneck. Only once – on Bujaidar’s
first score – did an Eagle receiver have
to work to make a catch, as the Eagles

By Wright Wilson
Special to the Macomb Daily

Neither Eisenhower’s Bob Lantzy nor
Cousino’s Mike Powell knows what’s
next for their football teams, yet each
had a similar message for their players
following the Eagles’ 42-14 win Friday
night: to plan on practicing Monday.

For Eisenhower (8-1), Friday’s win
was a good tune-up for a playoffs, even if
Lantzy and his squad can’t pin down for
certain whom they will play.

“We’ve figured it out 12 or 13 years in
a row,” said the coach, “and we’ve never
been right.”

Lantzy told his team that it would be
preparing for a level of football they
haven’t yet experienced.

“Now you’ve got to raise the bar,” he
said. “Every team that’s getting in has
won 66 (or more) percent of its games.
You’re playing a tough opponent every
week. We like to refer to it as a new sea-
son.”

Lantzy is pleased with his team’s for-
tunes as of late. Early in the season, it
seemed the Eagles played just well
enough to win against Ford, Stevenson
and Port Huron, while the Eagles were
shut out by Romeo in Week 3.

“This whole season has been a tremen-
dous accomplishment,” he explained.
“These guys played through tremendous
adversity and many injuries, but we’ve
gotten a lot of the key people back. We’ve
improved a lot; the question is how much
will we continue to improve?”

Meanwhile, Cousino (5-4) is on the
bubble, and will find out Sunday night
whether its season will continue.

Mustangs end regular season with decisive win over Blue Devils
down, and senior running back Eric
Stange caught an eight-yard touchdown
pass from Visbara.

“That’s what we have to have on this
team to be successful,” said Lutheran
North coach Gary Fasholz, whose team
will compete in the state playoffs for the
first time since 2007.

“We have to have a number of differ-
ent people scoring,” Fasholz said. “I

Everyone has to do their part. Everyone
has to man up.”

The Mustangs did just that in defeat-
ing Richmond as everyone contributed
to the victory.

Zak Bielecki rushed for 141 yards and
a touchdown, and he also intercepted a
pass at the goal line - one of five take-
aways for Lutheran North - to halt a
Blue Devils’ drive.

Senior defensive back Eric Hecker re-
turned a fumble 50 yards for a touch-

scored on a 18-yard run on the game’s
opening possession, and three other sen-
iors also scored as Lutheran North fin-
ished the regular season with a 7-2 rec-
ord, its best mark in three years.

“We’re not that deep of a team,” Vis-
bara said. “We only have 30-some kids.

By John Hetzler
Macomb Daily Sports Writer

Man, oh man, Lutheran North be-
lieves it has a special team this season.

The Mustangs, who have rallied
around their slogan of “Man Up” all fall,
completed the school’s best regular sea-
son since 2007 with a 31-0 victory at
Richmond in a non-league game Friday
night.

Senior quarterback Mike Visbara
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