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Rodriguez eyes
Iowa’s slow rise

ANN ARBOR (AP) — Michigan coach Rich
Rodriguez can’t help but look at Iowa’s Kirk Fer-
entz with a bit of envy.

Ferentz was hired in 1999
and has built his program into
a national championship con-
tender. He has standout sen-
iors on both sides of the ball
each season, and this year is
no different as the 15th-rank-
ed Hawkeyes (4-1, 1-0 Big Ten)
prepare for today’s game at
Michigan.

Rodriguez, who’s in his
third pressure-packed year
with the Wolverines, hopes he has enough time to
assemble the talent he wants playing for college
football’s winningest program.

AP photo

Michigan State quarterback Kirk Cousins throws
a pass earlier this season against Western Mich-
igan.

MSU hopes to
avoid letdown
Spartans are undefeated

EAST LANSING (AP) — As pleased as Mark
Dantonio is about gaining the upper hand in Mich-
igan State’s rivalry with Michigan, he’s also proud
of the way the Spartans have
avoided letdowns after recent
wins over the Wolverines.

“When I look back, and I
looked back last year at us
after our Michigan game, we
played very well when we
went to Illinois the next
week,” Dantonio said. “I can’t
remember ’08, but I knew we
were winning because we
won our next games after the
Michigan game. So we were
able to do that in those two
years, and we need to be able to continue.”

Fresh off victories over Wisconsin and Michi-
gan, the 13th-ranked Spartans host Illinois today.
Michigan State (6-0, 2-0 Big Ten) hasn’t started 7-0
since 1966, but after beating the Wolverines 34-17
last weekend, the Spartans suddenly find them-
selves in the conference title race with a chance to
play in a prestigious bowl if they keep winning.

That would be quite a way to end a turbulent

Up Next

Iowa

at Spartans

Time: Noon

Today

TV: BTN

Up Next

Iowa

at Wolverines

Time: 3:30 p.m.

Today

TV: Ch. 7

See SPARTANS, Page 6B

AP photo

Michigan coach Rich Rodriguez, left, talks with
Iowa coach Kirk Ferentz prior to their game last
season in Iowa City, Iowa.

See WOLVERINES, Page 6B

Up Next

Wings at Phoenix

Time: 9 p.m.

Today

TV: FSN

Coyotes finally feeling fine after trip to Europe
friends, family and media.

Fun? Sure it was. It was also busy and
sometimes chaotic, leaving the players ex-
hausted by the time they returned to the
desert on Monday.

“It was good, we did lots of things, but a
little too busy,” Vrbata said Friday. “It was
nice to have a couple days off here to relax,

nix Coyotes teammate Petr Prucha said
with a chuckle.

The Coyotes can laugh about it now, but
they weren’t smiling earlier in the week.
They were too tired.

Phoenix opened the season in Europe,
playing two games against Boston in
Prague, capping off a weeklong jaunt that
included celebrations, site visits and, for
the Czech players on the roster, plenty of

Host Wings tonight
GLENDALE, Ariz. (AP) — Recounting

the back and forth trips to the Czech Re-
public over the past few weeks, Radim
Vrbata was talking about time zones when
he was asked if he had to keep checking
his watch to figure out where he was.

“Watches? We threw those out a long
time ago,” fellow countryman and Phoe- See WINGS, Page 6B

Chieftains come from behind to wrap up MAC White title
Fleteren said. “That’s all I was think-
ing about it.”

With the victory, Utica improved
to 5-0 in the MAC White and 6-2 over-
all. The Chieftains secured the out-
right division title for the first time
since 2000, and they clinched their
first state playoff berth since 2005.

“It’s the best feeling ever,” VanFle-
teren said. “Utica hasn’t done it in 10

North in a MAC White

Division football game

Friday night.

“I had to catch it,”

said VanFleteren, who

finished with eight re-

ceptions for 129 yards

and who sealed the

game with an interception with 1:23

left.
“We had to win this game,” Van-

ship in 10 years.

Smith’s flanker pass to VanFleter-

en went for 42 yards and the winning

touchdown with three minutes and

43 seconds remaining to give Utica a

31-28 victory over L’Anse Creuse

Utica scores winning
TD with 3:43 left in 4th
By John Hetzler
Macomb Daily Sports Writer

Utica needed one more big play.
Shane VanFleteren and Quavon-

tae Smith made sure the Chieftains

got it, and they made sure Utica won

its first outright league champion-

By Chuck Klonke
Special to The Macomb Daily

Lincoln’s football team is prob-
ably wishing the season was just

starting in-
stead of
winding to a
close.

It looks
like the
Abes finally

have it figured out. All they have
to do is listen to their coaches.

“They kicked our butts for a
little while, but we made a few
adjustments and the kids did
what we asked them to,” said
Lincoln coach John Moher after
the Abes overcame an early 19-0
deficit to beat Center Line 34-26
in the annual neighborhood bat-
tle for the Brown Jug.

“Give the kids all the credit.

An Abes’ trifecta

Macomb Daily staff photo by Ray J. Skowronek

Lincoln’s Davion Calvin (25) looks for running room as a Center Line defender closes in.

Lincoln rallies by
Center Line to
keep Brown Jug

High School Football

MAC White Division

See CHIEFTAINS, Page 3B

Plenty of
crowns to
go around
Romeo is Red king
as homecoming
queen has role in win

By George Pohly
Macomb Daily Sports Editor

Romeo’s Autumn to Remember
continued
with the
Bulldogs
snaring the
outright
football

championship in the Macomb
Area Conference Red Division.

Ryan Burkard ran for four
first-half touchdowns and added

See BULLDOGS, Page 3B
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MAC Blue

Division

MAC crossover contest next Fri-
day.

“I know they’re (Ramblers)
going to be fast.  They’re going to
be another good team.  Every
team we’ve played this year has
been good.  It’s going to be a
struggle,” Latona said.

He added, “They’ll have a chance
to knock us out of the playoffs.
And, we want this.  Our communi-
ty wants it (playoff berth) and our
team wants it.  So, it’s going to be a
huge, huge game for us at home.”

(0-5, 0-8).
Anchor Bay improved to 4-1 in

the MAC Blue and 5-3 overall.
“It’s been a team effort.  It’s

more heart, from everyone.  The
seniors are great.  But, it’s a
whole team effort.  The kids never
give up.  I know tonight they were
able to put a few points on the
board, but we’ve had a very emo-
tional season so far.” Latona said.

He added, “We’ve got another
big game next week.”

The Tars will host Fraser in a

maining in the quarter, he
scored his third on a 70-yard run.

Junior Matthew Drake
wrapped up the scoring for An-
chor Bay with an 8-yard touch-
down run at 10:47 of the fourth
quarter.  Nelson kicked the extra
points on each of the Tars’ sec-
ond-half touchdowns.

Lane gave the Stallions an of-
fensive boost when he scored his
second touchdown with 1:11 re-
maining in the game, but it
wasn’t enough for the Stallions

Sterling Heights quarterback
Joshua Heins helped the Stal-
lions decrease their deficit by
completing a 16-yard touchdown
pass to Horace Lane with 4:06 re-
maining in the half. The score
was 21-7 at the half.

Senior Gage Ruehlen cushion-
ed the Tars’ lead when he scored
on a 6-yard run at 7:28 of the third
quarter.  Ruehlen then ran the
ball 41 yards for his second
touchdown just over three min-
utes later.  With 51 seconds re-

their game and our seniors re-
sponded.  It turned out to be a
good night,” said Anchor Bay
Coach Phil Latona, whose squad
shares the title with Grosse
Pointe South.

Anchor Bay jumped out to 21-0
lead when quarterback Zach Hite
ran for two touchdowns in the
first quarter and then connected
on a pass with senior Taiwan
Jones at 7:34 of the second.  Junior
Justin Nelson kicked the extra
point on each of the touchdowns.

By Rebekka Costanzo
Special for The Macomb Daily

The Anchor Bay Tars defeated

the Sterling Heights Stallions 49-

14 on the

road to earn

a share of

the Ma-

comb Area

Conference Blue Division title

Friday night.
“We really called them out at

halftime to come out and play

Tars a win away from playoffs after throttling Stallions

plays on us.”
In the end, Van Fleteren and

Quavontae Smith made sure
Utica had one more big play.

The winning sequence started
when Smith, running in motion
at the snap, took a handoff from
Hinebaugh.

He pulled up to pass and hit a
wide-open VanFleteren in stride
for the score.

“That was a great job by Qua-
vontae,” Tony Smith said. “He’s
really comfortable throwing the
ball, and Shane does a great job
running that route.”

more quarterback Alec Duffiney
threw a 93-yard touchdown pass
to Craig Smelley to bring the
Crusaders within 21-14.

Jeff Adkins ended the first half
with a 28-yard field goal to send
Utica into intermission with a
24-14 lead.

LCN cut the Chieftains’ lead to
24-21 on a three-yard TD run by
Lombardo in the third quarter,
and the Crusaders took the lead
on Smelley’s

“Their scores were all big
plays,” VanFleteren said. “We
just couldn’t let them make big

a 12-play, 80-yard drive that Lom-
bardo capped with a 21-yard
touchdown run with 7:18 left in
the second quarter.

“Obviously, he had his best
game in a L’Anse Creuse North
uniform,” Politowicz said of Lom-
bardo. “I’m proud of him, and I’m
proud of all the other kids.”

Utica came right back. Wes
Rasmussen returned the ensu-
ing kickoff 68 yards, and Adrian
Harris scored on the next play on
a 13-yard run for a 21-7 advan-
tage.

LCN kept close when sopho-

Elian also rushed for TDs for
Utica, which led 14-0 and 21-7 in
the first half but had to rally at
the finish.

“I was more nervous about to-
night than last week (against
Ford),” Utica coach Tony Smith
said.

For a while, though, the Chief-
tains gave Smith little to worry
about.

Utica took a 14-0 first-quarter
lead on a one-yard run by Hine-
baugh and a nine-yard run by
Elian.

LCN cut the deficit in half with

ing it into the end zone, gave
LCN a 28-24 lead with 6:37 re-
maining.

But the Crusaders could not
stop Utica, which used the trick
play to cap a five-play, 62-yard
go-ahead drive.

“Both teams were making big
plays,” L’Anse Creuse North
coach Joe Politowicz said. “They
just got us in the end.”

Smith rushed for 119 yards,
and Adrian Harris added 84
rushing yards and a 13-yard
touchdown for the Chieftains.

Connor Hinebaugh and Gino

years. It feels great.”
But winless L’Anse Creuse

North pushed the Chieftains

until the end.
Running back Ryan Lombardo

rushed for 139 yards and two

touchdowns, and sophomore

quarterback Alec Duffiney threw

two long scoring passes to senior

Craig Smelley for the Crusaders

(0-5 MAC White, 0-9 overall).
The last of those long passes, a

57-yard touchdown reception

that Smelley bobbled before tak-

CHIEFTAINS: Score in the final minutes of game to wrap up MAC White title
Continued from Page 1B

set up Burkard’s 15-yard TD run;
an interception by Bellas that set
up Laurain’s Michael Vick-style
dive on a three-yard touchdown
run; two PAT kicks by Simpson
and a point-after boot by senior
Ashley Flinn, who at halftime
was named homecoming queen.

Burkard added a fifth touch-
down and newly crowned queen
Flinn kicked a 24-yard field goal
in the third quarter to close
Romeo’s scoring.

Stevenson, which posted its first
victory of the season last week,
against Chippewa Valley, is 1-7
overall. The Titans must beat
Grosse Pointe North next week to
avoid their poorest record since
Stevenson went 0-9 in 1968.

field goal gave Romeo an 11-7
lead, Romeo’s Zachary Bellas re-
covered a fumble near midfield.
A 19-yard pass from Blake Lau-
rain to Taylor Brynaert set up
Burkard’s second touchdown of
the night, a seven-yard run.

Stevenson got closer when
Robert Marshall returned the en-
suing kickoff 88 yards for a
touchdown, but Romeo’s 21-
point second quarter pushed the
Titans into a deep hole.

The quarter featured a 63-yard
drive capped by Burkard’s one-
yard TD run; a fourth-down sack
by Joe Bacci near midfield that
snuffed a once-promising Ste-
venson possession; a 34-yard
pass from Bellas to Brynaert that

support from the students, the
administration and our fans.
That makes it so much more fun.

“I look forward to Mondays.
People are positive and upbeat.
Athletics is a huge part of the
school climate. When you’ve got
some successful programs, it
makes it even better.”

Burkard ran for a 2-point con-
version following a Stevenson
penalty to give Romeo an 8-7
lead, after the Titans had scored
on the game’s first possession on
Connor Harvey’s 20-yard touch-
down pass to Dylan Cooper.

Nathan Fraeyman set up Bur-
kard’s score with an 84-yard
kickoff return.

After Evan Simpson’s 21-yard

golf, and the boys and girls cross
country teams are in first place
in the White. The tennis team
qualified for the Division 1 state
finals.

“I think this has been the best
start to a school year that we’ve
had since I’ve been at the
school,” said Couch, a former
Romeo player who joined the
coaching staff in 2001.

“The camaraderie and the
school spirit have been great.”

Homecoming activities, in-
cluding dress-up days, were em-
braced by most of the student
body this year, Couch said.

“Everybody feels a part of it,
and they should,” Couch said.
“We get a tremendous amount of

cruit Ben Brown as the feature
running back in the Bulldogs’ of-
fense, scored on runs of one and
15 yards in the second quarter as
Romeo opened a 39-13 lead before
a capacity crowd.

Romeo’s seventh straight vic-
tory, following a season-opening
loss at Troy, gave the Bulldogs
their first league championship
since they won the MAC White
Division in 2006.

Romeo joined the Red in 2008,
going 3-2 in the Red that year and
in 2009.

The football success continues
a wave of good fortune that has
carried Romeo this fall.

Romeo has won MAC White
championships in volleyball and

a fifth after halftime Friday
night to lead Romeo to a 49-21
homecoming victory over Ste-
venson that completed a 5-0 run
through the Red and gave the
Bulldogs their first champion-
ship in the MAC’s top tier.

“It’s tremendous,” Romeo co-
coach Jason Couch said on a night
when one of the Bulldogs was
named homecoming queen. “A lot
of credit goes to all of our seniors.
This has been a goal of theirs, win-
ning the conference. They’ve done
a great job of leading. They brought
the juniors up with them.”

Burkard, a senior who took
over from Central Michigan re-

BULLDOGS: Roll to 49-21 win over Stevenson to win MAC Red championship
Continued from Page 1B

Macomb Daily photo by David Dalton

Warren Woods-Tower’s Ryan Newcom is sacked by a Lamphere defender.

and two sacks for the Falcons.
Aaron Cox had 10 tackles.

MAC BLUE DIVISION
GROSSE POINTE SOUTH

31, L’ANSE CREUSE 7: Senior
quarterback Ben Fry, returning
to the lineup after missing two
games because of injury, com-
pleted seven of 19 passes for 106
yards and three touchdowns to
lead Grosse Pointe South (4-1, 5-
3), which won a share of the divi-
sion championship. Fry also car-
ried six times for 52 yards and a
touchdown.

Junior running back Eddie
Mollison carried 14 times for 138
yards. Jonathon Parker caught
four passes for 51 yards and a
pair of touchdowns.

Outside linebacker Marty

the first time since 2006.
“It feels pretty good,” Ford

coach Todd Winters said. “It’s all
these guys. This crew came
through.”

Saba completed 23 of 31 passes
for 355 yards, and he also rushed
for 31 yards.

Eric Posavetz caught seven
passes for 139 yards and three
touchdowns, and he also inter-
cepted a pass.

Anthony Saurine had 11 recep-
tions for 152 yards and a TD, and
he also intercepted a pass.

Aaron Berthet caught a touch-
down pass and kicked all seven
extra points, and Dalonte Black-
burn also had a TD reception.

Les Olson threw a TD pass,
and he recovered a fumble.

Aaron Terenzi recovered a
fumble, and Brad Meredith led
the defense with nine tackles

Gruszczynski completed 12 of 18
passes for 279 yards and three
touchdowns to lead Roseville (2-3
MAC White, 5-3).

Chris Capuchina had a 73-yard
interception return that set up
his one-yard TD run. Capuchina
finished with 122 yards rushing
and two touchdowns.

Chris Nash, Lamar Harris and
Josh Large all caught touch-
down passes.

Nash led the team with nine
tackles. Malcomb Simmons and
Matt Desmarais had six and five
tackles, respectively. Harris also
had an interception.

Cullen Rudd had six recep-
tions for 78 yards for the Pan-
thers.

FORD 49, COUSINO 28:
Mike Saba passed for five touch-
downs and ran for another as
Ford clinched a playoff berth for

yards) hit Bartneck from five
yards out in the first quarter and
then found Brandon Connelly
from 23 yards out in the third.

Connelly also ran in for a six-
yard TD and Daniel Venditti
scampered in from 11 yards out.

Chris Perry returned an inter-
ception 60 yards for a TD, while
Daniel Gojcaj connected on a 20-
yard field goal. Gojcaj was also 5-
for-5 in PATs.

Colin Belleck led the Eagles’
ground game with 64 yards on
five carries, while Yousseff Bu-
jaidar (65 yards) and Troy Zilli
(44 yards) had three receptions
each.

David Banish and Dominic Di-
Clemente each recovered a fum-
ble for Eisenhower.

The Big Reds’ Cameron
Wilson had TD runs of 21 and 54
yards. CV also got a 92-yard kick-
off return to open the game by
Joe Bastone. Keegan Haggarty
hit on all three PAT attempts.

DAKOTA 74, WARREN-
MOTT 46: Brandon Hughes car-
ried 15 times for a school-record
301 yards and five touchdowns
for Dakota, which clinched a
playoff berth.

Hughes also caught a touch-
down pass as Dakota recorded
school records of 690 total yards,
425 rushing yards and 74 points.

Brian Basilico had five recep-
tions for 141 yards, including a
71-yard touchdown catch. Gerald
Jackson caught four passes for
59 yards, including a 13-yard TD
reception in the second quarter.

Mark Morris rushed for 108
yards and three touchdowns,
and he completed 13 of 23 passes
for 265 yards and three touch-
downs.

Kris Selita kicked a 33-yard
field goal, and Seth Balogh ran
for a two-point conversion.

Center Josh Garza, tight guard
Byron Kitchen, tackle Bernard
Taylor, tight end Jeremy Byers,
guard Ryan Tilney and tackle
Chris Gore led the way up front
for the Cougars (3-2, 6-2).

Cassell Baker rushed three
touchdowns for Warren-Mott.

MAC WHITE DIVISION
ROSEVILLE 34, GROSSE

POINTE NORTH 7: Matt

touchdown as Anthony Hernan-
dez made a diving catch of Ryan
Newcom’s pass to the end zone
from 27 yards out, but the Titans
failed on the two-point conversion
attempt, leaving the score 7-6.

The Rams thrilled their home-
coming crowd with 27 unan-
swered points, the first three
coming via the Horvath-Koz-
lowski connection. In the second
quarter, Horvath fired off the
ball moments before he was hit
by Titan pass rushers, and Koz-
lowski streaked up the sideline
for a 68-yard play.

Lamphere scored again on the
first play from scrimmage in the
second half. On first-and-10 from
their own 35, Kozlowski ran an
ordinary slant pattern but found
daylight in the middle of the
field. Later in the third quarter,
Kozlowski again beat his man
and Horvath delivered the ball to
him right in stride.

The Rams’ final score came on
a run by Jackson Lewis, who’s
normally a two-way lineman.
The senior lined up at fullback
and ambled into the end zone
from 13 yards out.

Woods-Tower added seven
more points on a long bomb from
Newcom to Brandon Michling.

The win enables the Rams to
keep a possible playoff berth on
their screens. Lamphere (5-3, 3-2
MAC Silver Division) travels to
winless New Haven next week in
search of its sixth victory.

“This win just sets us off in the
right direction,” Kozlowski said.
“It’s homecoming, we have a lot
of seniors that have started since
they were sophomores and it’s
their last home game, and we
had to get the victory to make the
playoffs.”

Meanwhile, Woods-Tower (2-6,
1-4) hosts Center Line in another
Silver/Bronze crossover next
week.

MAC RED DIVISION
EISENHOWER 38, CHIPPE-

WA VALLEY 21: Joe Zerafa
threw for pair of TDs and Bran-
don Bartneck picked off his fifth
pass of the season as the Eagles
(4-1, 7-1) wrapped up second
place in the MAC Red.

Zerafa (11-of-17 passing for 181

By Wright Wilson
For The Macomb Daily

MADISON HEIGHTS ––
Super Mario, meet Super Mitch.

Every time Ryan Horvath
hooks up
with Mitch
Kozlowski,
it works
better than

knowing the cheat code. Lam-
phere’s super duo combined for
four touchdown passes en route
to the Rams’ 34-13 win over
Warren Woods-Tower.

The seniors combined for
scores covering 25, 68, 65 and 46
yards. In fact, only one of Koz-
lowski’s catches didn’t result in
a score -- it was a seven-yard gain
near the sideline midway
through the first half. Just once
all night did Horvath look Koz-
lowski’s way and fail to complete
the attempt.

“I was in single coverage all
game, and Ryan was throwing
good,” Kozlowski said. “I had a
step on the defender and he’d
just hit me. If I’m open, he’s
going to hit me every time, and
even some of the time when I’m
not open. Most games, I’ll have
double coverage.”

“Ryan and Mitch, those two
guys have been best friends for-
ever,” Ram coach Jason Charron
said. “Mitch has a real knack for
getting to the end zone, and
Ryan’s last two games have been
his best two games of the season.”

Kozlowski finished with 11
completions in 20 attempts for
263 yards. Of that total, five went
to his favorite target for 211
yards.

“Eight (Kozlowski) is a good
player, and seven (Horvath)’s ob-
viously a good quarterback,”
Woods-Tower coach Dan Eber-
hardt said. “You can’t give up
the big play to them, because
they go for touchdowns.”

Lamphere got on the board
first by completing a 65-yard
drive the first time it had the
ball. On third-and-six from the
Titan 25, Kozlowski caught a
short pass, deked a defenser, and
sprinted up the left sideline to
paydirt.

Woods-Tower answered with a

Lamphere senior
duo torches Titans

MAC Silver

Division

See ROUNDUP, Page 4B
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