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Up Next

Northern Colorado

at Spartans

Time: Noon

Today

TV: BTN

Up Next

Bowling Green

at Wolverines

Time: Noon

Today

TV: ESPN2

As coach recovers,

Spartans try for 4-0
tonio had suffered a mild heart attack
and had been taken to a hospital not
long after Saturday night’s game. The
excitement over the Spartans’ big victo-
ry largely vanished around East Lans-
ing, replaced by concerns for the health
of the 54-year-old Dantonio.

The coach had surgery to put a stent
in a blocked blood vessel leading to his
heart. He has been released from the

EAST LANSING (AP) — Kirk Cous-

ins was heading to church Sunday, less

than 12 hours after his team’s thrilling

overtime win over Notre Dame, when

he received a puzzling text message

about a team meeting at noon.
“That never happens,” the Michigan

State quarterback said. “I thought,

‘What can’t wait until 4 o’clock?’ We

have to show up at 4 o’clock anyway. I

knew it was something serious.”
The news was that coach Mark Dan-

Michigan’s Stonum says
he’s learned from mistakes

is its top kickoff returner.
“It was a rough journey, but we all

learn from our mistakes,” he said. “I

thank coach Rod, he stayed with me,
didn’t give up on me and gave me a

chance to prove that I matured and
grew up.”

Rodriguez said Stonum is flourishing

on the field because his choices have
improved away from it.

“I certainly think it’s related,” Rodri-

guez said. “Sometimes when a guy

ANN ARBOR, Mich. — Michigan
wide receiver Darryl Stonum is glad
coach Rich Rodriguez didn’t give up on
him after he was sentenced for drunken
driving and spent three days in jail in
June for violating terms of his proba-
tion.

The 21st-ranked Wolverines are
thankful he’s making the most of his op-
portunity.

As Michigan prepares for today’s
game at home against Bowling Green,
Stonum leads the team with 12 catches
for 188 yards and two touchdowns and See WOLVERINES, Page 6B See SPARTANS, Page 6B

AP photo

Chicago forward Ben Smith is
hooked by Red Wings defense-
man Brendan Smith in the first
period.

Wings beat
depleted
Hawks
Mursak,
Holmstrom,
Zetterberg score
for Detroit

By Fred Costello
Special to The Macomb Daily

DETROIT – No matter if it is
exhibition, the regular season or
playoffs,
hockey
teams al-
ways want
to win. The
Red Wings
did on Fri-
day night,
toppling the
visiting Chi-
cago Black-
hawks, 3-2,
in the pre-
season home opener.

Detroit (1-1) got goals from Jan
Mursak, Tomas Holmstrom and
Henrik Zetterberg. Jeremy
Morin and Brandon Pirri scored
for Chicago (1-1).

The teams will face each other
again today in Chicago, though
both will likely feature much dif-
ferent lineups. The Blackhawks
did not dress stars Patrick Kane,
Jonathan Toews or Marian
Hossa.

Nevertheless, Wings coach
Mike Babcock liked what he
saw.

“It’s always nice to win your
home games,” Babcock said.
“(Chicago) brought a kid lineup
in here tonight and we’re going
to do the same thing tomorrow.”

Babcock was impressed with
forwards Cory Emmerton,
Tomas Tatar and Mursak, each

See RED WINGS, Page 6B

Up Next

Wings at Chicago

Time: 8 p.m.

Today

TV: NHL Network

Falcons win a thriller over AB
game and improved to 4-1 over-
all.

The Falcons also overcame a
valiant effort by Anchor Bay,
which lost its second game of the
season in the final seconds in
falling to 3-2 overall. The Tars
also suffered a late setback to
Westland John Glenn in Week 1.

“They know they left it all on
the field tonight,” Anchor Bay
coach Phil Latona said. “And I
know that they’re heartbroken
right now.”

The Tars, who rallied in the
second half of last week’s 34-28
victory over Stevenson, ap-
peared to have made another
comeback against Ford when
Taiwan Jones scored his third
touchdown of the game on a 36-
yard run for a 20-14 lead with two
minutes and 59 seconds remain-
ing in the game.

But Ford, which had surren-
dered a 14-0 lead, and managed
only one first down in the second
half, found a way to come back.

“In the huddle, I just told them
this is it,” Saba said. “This is
what we work hard for every
week. It comes down to this, and
we just pulled through.”

Saba led the winning march by
completing five of six passes, and
he also ran for a first down. Ford
also was aided by a pass interfer-
ence penalty on Anchor Bay.

Saba’s favorite target was Po-
savetz, who caught four passes

By John Hetzler
Macomb Daily Sports Writer

Eric Posavetz put his head in
his hands. Mike Saba smiled.

Both had just helped Ford pull
off a last-minute comeback victo-
ry, and both were in a state of dis-
belief.

“I’m at a loss for words,” Posa-
vetz, a sen-
ior wide re-
ceiver,
said. “That
was an un-
believable
drive. It
was great
blocking,
great pass-
ing, great
catching. I

couldn’t be more proud of our
team.”

Saba’s three-yard touchdown
run and Aaron Berthet’s sub-
sequent extra point with 16 sec-
onds left rallied Ford to a 21-20
victory over Anchor Bay in a
MAC crossover football game
Friday night.

“Words don’t even describe
it,” Saba said after engineering
the seven-play, 70-yard winning
drive in the final three minutes.

“That was probably the best
feeling I’ve ever had in my life,”
Saba said. “That drive was amaz-
ing. We dug down deep. I can’t
even explain it.”

Ford won its fourth straight

Saba’s late touchdown run keeps Ford in first place in MAC White

Macomb Daily photo by David S. Angell

Ford’s Eric Posavetz runs for a gain against Anchor Bay in a MAC White Division game. The Fal-
cons scored late and beat the Tars 21-20.

time. Our boys came out and

played really hard.
“I don’t think it ever helps

being down,” Couch laughed.

“We were fortunate in the sec-

ond half.”
Romeo’s other second half

score was a 22-yard field goal by

Evan Simpson early in the

fourth quarter.
“They’re a big strong physical

team and they pounded it in the

second half,” said CV coach

Scott Merchant, whose team

falls to 1-2 in the MAC Red and 1-

4 overall. “And we had a hard

time stopping their run.
“After giving up the kickoff re-

turn to start the second half it

really took some momentum

from us,” Merchant added.
Chippewa Valley opened the

and 14 yards.
Burkard, who had just four

carries last week against Ster-

ling Heights, amassed 173 yards

rushing on 24 carries.
“They put a ton in the box

against us last week,” Couch

said. “This was a career high for

him.”
Burkard also scored on an

eight-yard run in the second

quarter for Romeo.
The Bulldogs also intercepted

two passes in the second half.

Zachary Bellas, who finished

with eight tackles, and Brian

Roth picked them off. Roth re-

turned his 103 yards to cap the

scoring.
“Obviously we weren’t happy

going into halftime,” Couch

said. “We didn’t think we played

a very good game up to that

After a penalty was assessed

for the first kick going out of

bounds, Nathan Fraeyman took

the next attempt 80 yards for a

touchdown.
“Nathan is just a tremendous

runner,” Couch said. “I know

he’s fast, but you watch him and

he strides it out. We were fortu-

nate the ball got in his hands.
“That was huge motivation

for us when he scored,” Couch

continued. “We had kids doing

the chest bumping and they

were getting fired up. So much

in high school is enthusiasm

and getting the boys ready to

play.”
The momentum carried over

to the Bulldogs’ ground attack as

well.
Senior Ryan Burkard bulled

his way in for TD runs from one

Romeo co-coach Jason Couch

said. “It is hard to show up week

in and week out with that kind

of enthusiasm. That’s not an ex-

cuse. We

have to

make sure

to find that

little bit of

fire and not

let being

down or

someone

else’s big

hit being

the thing

that motivates us. That energy

is just contagious.”
And with the score tied 10-10

at halftime, the Bulldogs got the

enthusiasm boost they were

looking for on the opening kick-

off.

Bulldogs go on 41-6
spree after trailing
10-0 in Red game

By Chuck Pleiness
Macomb Daily Sports Writer

Romeo’s football team was

missing something Friday

night.
Luckily for the Bulldogs, they

found it in the second half.
After falling behind 10-0 early

in the second quarter, Romeo

outscored Chippewa Valley 41-6

the rest of the way, cruising to a

41-16 win in their Macomb Area

Conference Red Division match-

up.
“I truly believe we did not

have the enthusiasm that we’ve

had the last couple of weeks,”

Down early, Romeo rolls by Big Reds

See ROMEO, Page 4B

See FORD, Page 4B



Eagles soar past W-Mott

sar improved its record to 3-2.
Rich Olbrys caught a four-yard
pass from Logan Clare and Ryan
Fraley ran four yards for the
Memphis touchdowns. Vassar
led 30-6 at halftime. Memphis is
1-4.

Schedule
SATURDAY, SEPT. 25
Cross Country
De La Salle at Jackson Varsity Tournament
Armada, Center Line, Chippewa Valley, Eisenhower,
Fraser, Lake Shore, L’Anse Creuse North, Lutheran
North, Parkway Christian, Regina, Romeo, Richmond,
Stevenson, Sterling Heights, Warren Mott at Old Skool
Classic
Football
Parkway Christian at University Liggett
Soccer
Notre Dame Preparatory at De La Salle
Rochester Adams at Anchor Bay
Tennis
De La Salle at Woodhaven Invitational
Fraser, Stevenson at Athens Invitational
Chippewa Valley, L’Anse Creuse, L’Anse Creuse North
at Mount Clemens Tournament
Anchor Bay, Dakota, Richmond, Utica at Romeo Van
Dyke Classic
Volleyball
Anchor Bay at Ferris State Tournament
Eisenhower at Frankenmuth Tournament
Chippewa Valley, Ford, Lutheran North, Roseville,
Warren Woods-Tower at Stevenson Tournament
Lake Shore, L’Anse Creuse, L’Anse Creuse North, Regi-
na at Port Huron Tournament

BWAC
YALE 30, ARMADA 12: The

big, bad Wolfe was not sheepish

about gaining yards Friday

night.
Armada running back Mark

Wolfe gained 228 yards on 14 car-

ries. Two of those were touch-

down totes measuring 74 yards

and 30 yards.
Unfortunately for Armada, a

22-point halftime deficit was too

much to overcome as the Tigers

suffered their first loss of the sea-

son (3-1, 4-1). Yale (2-2, 2-3) gained

306 yards on the ground. Armada

had 294 total yards, with all but

33 of that coming via the rush.
Defensively for Armada,

Chase Rhein made 9.5 tackles.

Mark Wolfe had eight stops and

Ethan Rottman had 6.5. Matt

Goike had an interception.
NON-LEAGUE

VASSAR 56, MEMPHIS 12:

Enrico Torres rushed for three

touchdowns and Madison

Harper scored twice, on a rush

and on a pass reception, as Vas-

Then, Warren-Mott took over
at its own 25-yard line. The Ma-
rauders worked the ball down
the field to the Eagles’ 24-yard
line in the fourth quarter, but
then lost a couple of yards on a
pair of incomplete passes and
took a 15-yard penalty on a per-
sonal foul.

The Eagle offense picked up
the ball at the Marauder 47-yard
line and Zerafa and Yousseff Bu-
jaidar combined for a 43-yard
gain.  Zerafa’s next handoff, to
Alfonzo Vultaggio, brought the
Eagles to the 1-yard line and set
Connolly up for another touch-
down run.  Gjocaj’s extra point
completed the scoring for Eisen-
hower.

“It was great execution.  I’m
very happy with the variety of
plays we were able to do,” Lantzy
said. “It was a lot of different
things we were doing.  It was a
lot of fun actually to play the
game.”

Cassel Baker scored a touch-
down for Warren-Mott with 6:16
remaining in the game, but the
Marauders failed to kick the
extra point and fell 31-6.

CATHOLIC LEAGUE
AA DIVISION

LUTHERAN NORTH 38,
CRANBROOK-KINGSWOOD
0: Ever had a craving for a Big
Zak and fries? Just follow the
drive thru line to victory.

Lutheran North senior Zak
Bielecki scored two rushing
touchdowns and another on an
interception return as the Mus-
tangs moved to 2-0, 5-0. He gained
87 yards on eight carries includ-
ing his scoring jaunts of 13 and 33
yards. His interception return
went for 25 yards.

Quarterback Mike Visbara
scored on a 46-yard run. He also
connected on five of nine passes
for 62 yards. Eric Hecker scored
on a spectacular 60-yard inter-
ception return in the second
quarter. Kicker J.J. McGrath
registered an 18-yard field goal
and five extra points.

The defense was paced by line-
backer Jordan Scharich who
made 11 stops. Coach Gary
Faszholz’s Mustangs travel to
Ann Arbor for a pivotal game
against undefeated Gabriel Rich-
ard Saturday afternoon.

By Rebekka Costanzo
Special to The Macomb Daily

Eisenhower quarterback Joe
Zerafa sparked his team with a
32-yard touchdown run late in
the first quarter as the visiting

Eagles cap-
italized on
their run-
ning game

and defeated the Warren Mott
Marauders 31-6 Friday night.

“The discipline of that first
drive was everything.  That
changed this whole game be-
cause they were very dangerous.
Their running back is so danger-
ous and their quarterback is so
dangerous that, by taking the
wind away from them was a big
factor,” Eisenhower Coach Bob
Lantzy said.

Eisenhower improved to 2-1 (4-
1) in the MAC Red division,
while the Marauders fell to 1-2 (2-
3).

“Today we asked: are you
going to play two halves or one
half of football? If we’re ever
going to be good, you better play
two halves. So finally, we put our
two halves together,” Lantzy
said.

Junior Salvatore Ciraulo
kicked the extra point on Zera-
fa’s early touchdown and gave
his team a seven-point lead to
build on.

Warren-Mott quarterback
Lucas Ross failed to connect on a
few passes during the Maraud-
ers’ next two offensive runs, and
then allowed an interception by
Eisenhower’s Brian Burton.

Burton’s interception ulti-
mately led to junior Daniel Gjo-
caj’s 19-yard field goal and a 10-
point lead at 2:42 into the second
quarter.

With just over a minute re-
maining the first half and his
team on the 1-yard line, Zerafa
carried the ball into the end zone
for his second touchdown of the
game. Gjocaj’s extra point gave
the Eagles a 17-point cushion as
the teams broke for halftime.

Senior Mike Connolly scur-
ried five yards for another Eagle
touchdown late in the third
quarter when Zerafa handed
him the ball. Gjocaj increased
the lead to 24-0 with the addition-
al point.

Zerafa runs for an Ike TD

Macomb Daily photo by David Dalton

Quarterback Joe Zerafa (16) looks for room to run in Eisenhower’s
MAC Red Division victory over Warren-Mott on Friday night.
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last two or three years that we
hope to do,” Threet said of
Lake Shore. “Beating them,
they’re a well coached team, it
really means a lot. I think it
means that we are starting to
arrive as a good program in the
county.”

The unsung heroes on the
night were the blocking backs
up front for Lakeview (5-0).
Threet praised the play of his
fullbacks and two-way players
like Troy Hinds, David Dobson,
Troy Kaplan, Deontre Allen,
Kenny Kaufman and Ryan
Bradley.

“Four of those guys are defen-
sive starters and those are the
only kids that we ask to play both
ways,” Threet said. “And they
have a lot of heart to not come
out. They say, ‘No, don’t take me
out. We’re staying.’”

Huskies was to run out the clock.
Donald rushed seven consecu-
tive times before the Huskies
faced a third down with two min-
utes remaining, seven yards
from victory.

An obvious choice would be to
give Donald another carry. That
wasn’t the play, though.

Senior quarterback Zeke Vic-
chio faked the handoff and
sprinted around the right side of
his offensive line. With room to
run, Vicchio tucked the ball and
picked up eight yards.

“Latham gets the ball a lot so
they key on him,” Vicchio said.
“That was the right play at the
right time. The play is a role out
for a pass, but their corners
bailed back and I saw the first
down marker, so I just got the
first down.”

“They’ve done the things the

on the extra-point kick, the ball
found its way off the right up-
right and the Huskies remained
ahead by a single point.

“I was down, but we have a
wonderful team,” Donald said.
“Everybody told me, ‘It’s OK,
next play, bounce back.’ And
that’s what I did.”

Two drives later, Donald car-
ried nine times during a 10-play
sequence and capped it with a
six-yard score.

“I wanted the ball because I
messed up before and I wanted to
come back and make up for what
I did,” he said.

Lake Shore answered back one
minute later when Zac Sienel
sprinted up the middle for a 22-
yard score. However, the two-
point run by Anderson failed.

With five minutes remaining
in regulation the plan for the

covered with only 30 yards sep-

arating them from their first

lead. Donald needed only three

more carries to reach the end

zone.
“It was just one of those things

where you knew 14 wasn’t going

to be enough,” Lake Shore coach

Tom Iwanicki said. “We had our

shots, but we couldn’t get the job

done. That’s a credit to them. It’s

a tough one to take.”
Just when momentum looked

completely in Lakeview’s favor,

Donald coughed the ball up a sec-

ond time. And the last player the

Lakeview coaching staff wanted

to see pick up the pigskin, scoop-

ed it up.
Anderson recovered around

the Huskies’ 30-yard line and

burst to pay dirt untouched.
But instead of tying the score

battled through adversity. They
made some big plays. I think it
came down to being physical and
having a lot of heart.”

Showing plenty of heart and
physical ability was Huskies
running back Latham Donald.
The junior carried the ball 50
times for 280 yards and four
touchdowns.

But Donald wasn’t the domi-
nant back during the first
quarter and a half. Lake Shore
senior Chris Anderson toted the
rock 11 times for 95 yards and
two touchdowns through the
first 14 and a half minutes of play
as the Shorians built a 14-0 lead.

Donald took over the show
from there.

After running 10 times for 30
yards and a fumble loss during
the first quarter, Donald
bounced back with 50 yards on
eight carries and a touchdown
during a six-minute drive in the
second quarter.

A long Lake Shore field goal
try failed at the end of the half
and Donald made the Shorians
pay early in the third quarter.
Lakeview’s opening drive of the
second half consisted of Donald
carrying three times for 61 yards
and a touchdown.

Lake Shore (2-3) then fumbled
the kickoff and the Huskies re-

Back scores four
touchdowns against
Lake Shore

By Jon Machota
Special to The Macomb Daily

Lakeview had been here be-

fore. On Sept. 2, the Huskies

were down 14-7 at halftime on

their own field.
But in-

stead of

folding, the

home team

responded with 18 unanswered

points and topped Marysville 25-

14.
That was the same halftime

score Friday night. This time the

host Huskies trailed cross-town

rival Lake Shore, but came out

in the second half with momen-

tum on their side.
Less than three minutes into

the third quarter, Lakeview had

found a way to score two touch-

downs and take a lead it would

never surrender en route to a 28-

26 Macomb Area Crossover vic-

tory.
“I think what you saw tonight

was heart,” Lakeview coach Pa-

trick Threet said of his group

that reamins undefeated. “We

Donald helps Lakeview stay unbeaten

Football

Football

Macomb Daily photo by David S. Angell

Anchor Bay’s Zach Hite picks up yardage against Ford in a MAC
White Division game.

on the drive, including a 13-yard

reception to the 3-yard line that

set up Saba’s winning TD run.
“Mike did a (heck of) a job,”

Ford coach Todd Winters said.

“He threw it to his No. 1 receiver,

Eric Posavetz. Eric made some

great catches, and they executed.

I think that was the best drive

we’ve had here since I’ve been

around.”
Earlier, though, Ford looked

like it would need no big come-

back after taking a 14-0 halftime

lead with scoring drives both

methodical and quick.
The Falcons scored on their

first possession of the game

when Anthony Saurine caught a

26-yard touchdown pass from

Saba to cap a 15-play, six-minute

drive.
Ford then added a touchdown

just before halftime by using its

two-minute offense. Saba threw

a 31-yard scoring strike to Eric

Posavetz for a 14-point advan-

tage with 1:13 left in the second

quarter. The drive covered 85

yards in just 2:01.
Posavetz shined on both sides

FORD: Rally lifts Falcons
to fourth straight win
Continued from Page 1B of the ball in the first half, catch-

ing six passes for 90 yards and in-
tercepting a pass to halt a sec-
ond-quarter Anchor Bay drive.

But Anchor Bay came roaring
back in the second half behind
Jones, who finished with 88
yards rushing and 27 yards re-
ceiving, and quarterback Zach
Hite, who rushed for 68 yards.

Jones rushed for a pair of
third-quarter touchdowns to
bring the Tars within 14-12, and
his 36-yard touchdown run - and
Hite’s two-point conversion run -
late in the game put Anchor Bay
and energized the home crowd.

But Saba, Posavetz and the
Falcons stunned everyone - even
themselves - with the winning
drive.

“I can’t believe it,” Posavetz
said. “I’m at a loss for words. I’ll
wake up tomorrow morning and
say, ‘Dang, we just won.’ It’s un-
believable.”

D.J. Edwards led the Ford de-
fense wth six tackles and three
pass deflections. Will Brazier
had eight tackles, David Skoche-
lak had eight tackles and Aaron
Cox had seven tackles for the
Falcons.

games, the Cougars (4-0, 5-0) have
blanked an opponent. Among
those leading another amazing
defensive effort were lineback-
ers Nick Love and Tommy Bush,
along with defensive end Keith
Brooks.

Offensively, Bush ran for 95
yards on 17 rushes including a
one-yard touchdown. He’s a ju-
nior running back. Junior quar-
terback Alante Gardner had
nine carries for 73 yards includ-
ing a 10-yard score. Junior quar-
terback Gabe Sanders connected
with sophomore wide receiver
Teo Redding on a nine-yard
touchdown play. That score cul-
minated a nine-minute, 18-play
drive.

The Cougars scored all of their
points in the second half. They
take on Detroit University Prep
Friday.

Send comments to sports@ma-
combdaily.com.

Brandon Hughes rushed for
169 yards, including TD runs of
80 and 29 yards.

Gerald Jackson caught a 65-
yard touchdown pass, and
Spencer Miller also rushed for a
13-yard touchdown for the Cou-
gars.

Bernard Taylor recorded 11
tackles and two sacks, and Chad
Kozumplik had five tackles, two
sacks and an interception that
he returned 35 yards that set up a
score.

Dakota is 2-1 in the MAC Red
and 4-1 overall.

CHARTER SCHOOL
CONFERENCE

MICHIGAN COLLEGIATE
22, DETROIT PLYMOUTH
EDUCATIONAL CENTER 0:
Totally blank looks once again
followed a Michigan Collegiate
football game.

For the fourth time in five

of the line for an eight-yard TD.
The Bulldogs looked like they

had taken the lead after Blake
Laurain found an outstretched
Taylor Brynaert from 33 yards in
the end zone. However, the play
was brought back after Romeo
was flagged for too many men on
the field.

They did tie the game on a 28-
yard field goal by Simpson as
time expired.

Joe Bacci led Romeo with 13
tackles and Dalton Binkowski
finished with eight.

The Bulldogs (3-0, 4-1) have
won four straight since dropping
their opener to Troy. They have
outscored their last four oppo-
nents by a combined 115-32.

DAKOTA 44, STEVENSON
13: Mark Morris passed for 111
yards and a touchdown, and he
rushed for 88 yards and a touch-
down to lead Dakota.

scoring, taking over advantage
an interception by Cedric Willi-
ams on Romeo’s first play from
scrimmage.

Demi Brigham capped off a
four-play drive with a 30-yard
burst up the left sideline for the
score with 5:44 left in the first
quarter.

The Big Reds again took ad-
vantage of another Romeo mis-
cue, a bobbling punt return that
was recovered by Brad Hughes
at the Bulldogs’ 37.

Keegan Haggerty put the fin-
ishing touches on the 11-play
drive with a 27-yard field goal to
give CV a 10-0 lead early in the
second quarter.

Romeo quickly struck back,
taking advantage of some good
field position.

Four running plays later, Bur-
kard busted through the middle

ROMEO: Burkard TD starts Bulldogs’ scoring spree
Continued from Page 1B




