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SPORTS�PREP FOOTBALL

For pure entertainment
value, the opening night non-
league matchup of Romeo at
Troy was a yawner. Well, that
was until the second half.

That’s when host Troy
scored every time it had the
ball, picking it up for the home
crowd and cruising to a 31-7
win over Romeo.

“You’ve got the first game
of the year and two teams who
aren’t sure of what they have,”
Troy coach Gary Griffith said
of the slower-paced opening
half. “We felt like if we could
hold them in check the first
half, thatwe’d have a chance to
get things rallied up— get our
offense clicking and put a little
more pressure on them.”

Troy got on the scoreboard
with a 40-yard field goal by se-
nior Lucas Blankenship at 6:10
of the first quarter.

Romeo followed that with a
commanding drive that took 12
plays and covered 65 yards,
ending with 2-yard touchdown
run by senior fullback Ryan
Burkard, who ran seven of the
12 plays. A point-after kick by
senior Evan Simpson made
the score 7-3, which stayed
that way through halftime as
the teams combined for six
more punts.

After the break, momen-
tum shifted and never swung
back.

Troy (1-0) scored on all four
possessions it had the ball.
And Troy’s defense held Ro-
meo scoreless with four more
punts to end each drive.

Troy opened the third quar-
ter with a 78-yard drive that
was capped by senior James
McDonald’s 2-yard run less
than 3minutes into the period.
McDonald then lit up the night

on Troy’s next possession
when he scampered 96 yards
up the middle for a school-rec-
ord touchdown run, just when
it looked as if Romeo (0-1) had
the Colts pinned back.

“The main thing was to get
out of the back of the end zone,
but I just popped up, found the
hole and ran as fast as I could,”
McDonald said.

Troy next scored early in
the fourth, the first time the
Colts started a drive in Romeo
territory. Sophomore quarter-
back Justin Losey, who shared
QB time with captain Trevor
Gilbertson, also went up the

middle and scored on a 17-yard
run with 9:51 remaining. The
third of four Blankenship ex-
tra points was good for a 24-7
lead.

The last time Romeo punt-
ed, Troy’s Anthony Robinson
scampered 35 yards to return
the ball to Romeo’s 31-yard
line. Soon after, senior run-
ning back Drew Beshara
scored from 5 yards out.

“A lot of credit goes to our
defensive line,” said Troy line-
backer John Matter. “They
controlled all their gaps so the
linebackers could fill the holes
and make some tackles.”

Assisting the defense was
that everyBlankenship kickoff
reached the end zone for a
touchback, putting the opposi-
tion at the 20-yard line.

“That’s huge for us,” Mat-
ter said. “We can count on him
whenever we need it to get the
touchback.”
By Tom Lang, special to the Free
Press

BERKLEY 21, FERNDALE 15: Terrell
Porter had 149 yards and one touch-
down on 22 carries for Berkley (1-0).

BIRMINGHAM DETROIT COUNTRY
DAY 38, CHANDLER PARK 0: Quarter-
back Josh Harris racked up 74 rushing
yards and one touchdown.

CLAWSON 47, BISHOP FOLEY 19:
Josh Forsythe gained 81 yards and
scored three touchdowns on 17 car-
ries, and Steve O’Connell was 17-
for-26 passing for 295 yards and two
touchdowns for Clawson (1-0).

CONSORTIUM COLLEGE PREP 52,
GROSSE POINTE WOODS UNIVERSI-
TY LIGGETT 16: Denzel Brown gained
102 yards and two touchdowns on 13
carries, and Devon Jackson had six
receptions for 128 yards and three
touchdowns for Consortium (1-0).

CROCKETT 43, MONROE ST. MARY CC
28: Brain Blackburn went 13-for-15
passing for 223 yards and two touch-
downs and added two rushing touch-
downs for Crockett (1-0).

DEARBORN EDSEL FORD 47, RED-
FORD UNION 6: Vincent Mercado
rushed for 258 yards and three touch-
downs on 18 carries, and Adam Saadi
ran for 94 yards and two touchdowns
for Edsel Ford (1-0).

DETROIT KING 32, BROTHER RICE 19:
Detroit Dennis Norfleet scored five

touchdowns and a two-point con-
version for King (1-0).

DETROIT LOYOLA 32, DEARBORN
HEIGHTS ROBICHAUD 6: Tyrone
Jerrett rushed 101 yards and three
touchdowns on four carries, and threw
one touchdown pass for Loyola (1-0).
Robichaud is 0-1.

DEXTER 37, GARDEN CITY 16: Quar-
terback Mike Mioduszewski completed
15 of 29 passes for 175 yards and two
touchdowns, both on receptions of 4
and 8 yards to wideout Travis Chaffee,
for Dexter. Chaffee also had a 40-yard
rushing touchdown.

FARMINGTON 22, WEST BLOOM-
FIELD 7: Neno Jones-Fletcher scored
on a 2-yard run and a 25-yard catch
for Farmington (1-0).

FARMINGTON HILLS HARRISON 24,
NOVI 7: Thomas Vento threw for 134
yards and one touchdown to lead
Harrison (1-0), and Kristian Malaj had
13 tackles. Krister Engja scored on a
2-yard touchdown run for Novi (0-1).

HIGHLAND PARK 7, LANSING EVER-
ETT 6: Lucas Barner was 10-for-24 for
114 yards with a touchdown to lead
Highland Park (1-0). Tony Norris had
11 tackles and James Mills added 10
tackles for Everett (0-1).

LIVONIA CLARENCEVILLE 37, BRAD-
FORD 0: Zack Kubiak threw two
touchdown passes for Clarenceville
(1-0), and Henry Seruga rushed for
two touchdowns on eight carries.

LIVONIA FRANKLIN 42, LIVONIA
STEVENSON 28: Brandon Tower ran
for 109 yards and four touchdowns on
14 carries for Franklin.

MACOMB LUTHERAN NORTH 21,
YALE 6: Zak Bielecki had 16 carries for
131 yards and two touchdowns to go
along with one interception and 19
tackles for Lutheran North (1-0).

MICHIGAN COLLEGIATE 51, CARDI-
NAL MOONEY CATHOLIC 0: Alante
Gardner rushed for 103 yards and one
touchdown on eight carries and threw
a 51-yard touchdown pass to David
Johnson for Michigan Collegiate (1-0).

MILFORD 55, WATERFORD MOTT 0:
Drew Williamson ran for 173 yards
and four touchdowns on nine carries,
Nick Shatney scored two touchdowns,
including a 75-yard kickoff return, and
Luke Johnson threw three touchdown
passes for Milford (1-0).

PONTIAC 27, SOUTHFIELD-LATHRUP
16: Mark Cargill led Pontiac in rushing
with 100 yards on 12 carries and
scored a touchdown.

RIVERVIEW 14, CRESTWOOD 6:
Riverview running back Ali Fadd had
102 yards on 28 carries and one touch-
down, and quarterback Matt Gibbons
went 9-for-12 for 73 yards.

ROCHESTER 28, L’ANSE CREUSE
NORTH 0: Senior Billy Klotz picked off
two passes for the Falcons, who
recorded their first shutout since
2002.

ROCHESTER HILLS LUTHERAN
NORTHWEST 56, PLYMOUTH CHRIS-
TIAN 0: Matt Gapski had 12 carries for
235 yards and three touchdowns for
Northwest.

ROMULUS 26, OAK PARK 8: Terrell
Sapp scored two touchdowns for
Romulus (1-0).

TROY ATHENS 31, WARREN MOTT
19: Jake Duzey had 71 rushing yards,
49 receiving yards and one touchdown.

UNIVERSITY PREPARATORY 44,
LUTHERAN WESTLAND 2: Senior
quarterback Ron Riggs threw two
touchdown passes — one to his broth-
er Jamal. Jamal Riggs also scored a
rushing touchdown and one off an
interception.

WALLED LAKE NORTHERN 27, LIVO-
NIA CHURCHILL 24: Tyler Hoyt scored
on a 55-yard run and on a 32-yard
reception, and Ted Lilley had a rushing
touchdown for Northern (1-0).

WYANDOTTE ROOSEVELT 39, TREN-
TON 0: Running back Hunter Matt led
Roosevelt, which had 414 yards of
total offense, in rushing with 123
yards on seven carries and scored a
touchdown. Roosevelt quarterback
Mitchell Carrol threw for 129 yards
and three touchdowns.

Roundup

After quiet first half, Troy comes to life to beat Romeo, 31-7
FREE PRESS STAFF

Mike Birney was excited to drop back and
throw his first pass as the starting quar-

terback at Novi Detroit Catholic Central on
Friday, even if it was only a little swing pass.

After all, it was early in the second quar-
ter, and anytime coach Tom Mach actually
calls for a pass, you get excited.

“I only threw it about 5 yards,” said Bir-
ney.

But as far as anyone is concerned, it was a
50-yard bomb. Fullback Justin D’Agostino
did the rest himself — by himself.

“He should have been tackled,” Birney
said, “but he had the drive to get going and
made it all the way.”

D’Agostino should have been tackled the
first time he was hit, and he definitely should
have been tackled a bit later when two Dear-
born Fordson defenders grabbed him. He
probably should have been tackled when a
fourth guy hit him.

Instead, D’Agostino wound up with a 56-
yard touchdown that highlighted Catholic
Central’s 35-0 victory in the season opener.

“I just kept moving my feet,” he said with
a shrug. “I spun, and I ended up in the end
zone.”

But D’Agostino had no difficulty explain-
ing how he runs so well.

“Our fullback from last year is right there,
Niko,” he said pointing to Niko Palazeti, a
freshman on the Michigan State team. “He
taught me a lot. I watched him a lot last year,
and he taught me to keep your feet moving
and eventually you’ll end up in the end zone.”

If you want to know why Catholic Central
is so successful, there is no better example
than D’Agostino.

While Palazeti was rambling through de-
fenses last season as CC plowed through 14
straight opponents to win the Division 1 state
championship, D’Agostino was watching
intently, and this was his first opportunity to

show what he learned.
“The guys that are sitting behind the se-

niors are being taught what to expect and
what to do,” said Mach. “Sometimes they

have to wait their turn.”
D’Agostino did not have to sit while CC

was on defense last year. He was a starting
linebacker on a terrific defense, and he

picked up right where he left off in the state
championship game.

Speaking of picking up, Fordson quarter-
back Mohammad Faraj made the mistake of
trying to jump over D’Agostino on one play.

“There was somebody in front of him, so
he jumped and I was right there,” D’Agostino
said, apologetically. “So I lifted him up and
threw him to the ground. There was not
much else I could do.”

Later in the game, Faraj tried cutting
back, and D’Agostino was waiting for him
again and forced a fumble.

“He’s an animal; he’s a beast,” Fordson
coach Fouad Zaban said of D’Agostino. “I
knew he was back from last year, but he’s a
hell of a player — both ways. And they’ve got
a bunch of them.”

The Shamrocks scored the first four times
they had the ball, and they were even better
defensively, limiting the Tractors to two first
downs over the first three quarters before it
turned into a running clock.

D’Agostino was thrilled to win a state title
last year, but there is one more thing he
wants before he leaves CC.

“I want to come out with a state champi-
onship just like last year,” he said. “I’d rather
come out as a state champ my senior year
than my junior year. That’s how I want to
end.”

This was a good way to begin the ending.

Novi Detroit Catholic Central 35, Dearborn Fordson 0

‘I JUST KEPT MOVING MY FEET’
D’Agostino pinballs off
defenders on his way
to 56-yard touchdown

MICK MCCABE EXPLAINS HOW SHAMROCKS
BUILD SUCCESS BY WATCHING AND LEARNING
FROM THEIR UPPERCLASSMEN

Photos by ROB WIDDIS/Special to the Free Press

Fordson’s Mohammad Faraj finds the going tough against Justin D’Agostino (35) and another CC defender.

CC quarterback Mike Birney, left, is congratulated by
teammate Brandon Tammaro after a second-quarter
touchdown against Dearborn Fordson on Friday.

More prep football online!
� See photo galler-
ies from Friday’s
action.

� We’ve packed our new site with more features, photos,
video, stats, box scores and polls. We’ve also added a score
ticker so you can get instant results from each sport.

/highschoolsports

King’s Norfleet a one-man show
Dennis Norfleet did all the scoring for Detroit King

in the Crusaders’ 32-19 victory over host Birmingham
Brother Rice on Friday.
The junior running back scored five touchdowns and

gained 254 yards on 30 carries. He also ran in a two-
point conversion.
Last season, he gained more than 1,200 yards

rushing.
Dennis
Norfleet

MARK BIALEK/Special to the Free Press

Troy QB Justin Losey runs up field in the second quarter. In the fourth
quarter, he scored on a 17-yard run in Troy’s 31-7 win over Romeo.

F06B_28_1D_X#color#broad#single


