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Prediction:
Lions beat
the Vikings

The Lions have not had a
steady stream of success since
the 1950s.

So there is a long line of teams
that have caused them — and
their fans — headache, heart-
ache and severe damage.

At the head of the line, though,
are the Minnesota Vikings.

The Vi-
kings
haven’t just
beaten the
Lions, they
have devas-
tated them.

This goes
back to the
late 1960s
and early
1970s when
the Lions
had multiple
Hall of Fam-

ers (Charlie Sanders, Dick Le-
Beau, Lem Barney), several other
star-caliber players — Mel Farr,
Alex Karras, among others) —
and just couldn’t beat the Vikings.

The Lions made the playoffs
once in that era. The Vikings
won the NFC Central — the divi-
sion the two teams shared with
the Bears and Packers at the
time — season after season.

And it’s not like since then the
Lions have had any better suc-
cess against the Vikings. They
rarely have beaten the Vikings
at home, and just a few times in
decades in Minnesota.

So I guess there will more than
a few chuckles when people read
the following:

The Lions will beat the Vi-
kings Sunday in Minnesota.

I know.
Time to head to the hospital for

an MRI on my brain. Maybe even
to get fitted for a straight jacket.

You’ve heard of Pure Michi-
gan? Well, at least until the fund-
ing ran out on the campaign.

This is Pure Crazy.
But, please, hear me out.
I do think the Lions, despite

many of the same old issues in
their first two games, both losses
to the Bears and the Eagles, are
improved.

Rookie running back Jahvid
Best has big-play capability,
which he has already displayed
this season. So does wide receiv-
er Calvin Johnson, which hasn’t
necessarily been the case so far,
but he’s due.

I also like what I have seen so
far from the Lions’ defensive
line, particularly rookie tackle
Ndamukong Suh.

But this isn’t necessarily
about how much better the Lions
are, but how much worse the Vi-
kings seem to be. Watching a re-
play of their home loss last Sun-
day to the Miami Dolphins was
revealing.

Brett Favre is finally showing
his age. He looked old and unath-
letic — just like in the season-
opening game so many people
saw against the Saints.

The rocket of an arm that
made him a legend, and one of
the greatest quarterbacks of all
time, isn’t the same. Not only is
the velocity missing off Favre’s
fastball, but he doesn’t have
nearly the same accuracy. He is
without his top receiver, Sidney

See CAPUTO, Page 5B
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Red Wings center Valtteri Filppula, far left, along with his other
teammates, listens to coach Mike Babcock’s instructions on
the opening day of camp Sept. 18.

the third
line to go up
against the
opposi-
tion’s top of-
fensive line.

“The plan
is he’s going
to be the No.
2 center,”
Holland

said. “We’ve got to watch. He’s so
good as a defensive forward that
a lot of times, in the past, we’ve
just sort of worked him into that
position because he’s such a pre-

al manager
Ken Holland
said. “He
plays with
speed. He
plays with
passion. He
can play
against any-
body on the
other team.”

Heading
out of training camp, Filppula is
slated to center the Wings’ second
line between two big bodies in
Johan Franzen and Todd Bertuzzi.

But because he plays so well
defensively he could also center

By Chuck Pleiness
Macomb Daily Sports Writer

TRAVERSE CITY — The De-
troit Red Wings know the type
of player they have in Valtteri
Filppula.

Now they just have to figure
out where to play him.

“We’re thrilled with Fil, even
if he doesn’t put offense on the
board because he’s such a good
defensive player,” Wings gener-

Filppula gives Wings options
‘The plan is he’s
going to be the No. 2
center,’ Holland says

AP photo

Detroit Tigers’ WIll Rhymes is
tagged out by Kansas City Roy-
als second baseman Mike Aviles
while attempting to steal second
base in the seventh inning.

Errors
cost
Tigers

DETROIT (AP) — Mike Av-
iles drove in three runs, rookie
Jerrod Dyson scored three times
and the Kansas City Royals beat
the Detroit Tigers 9-6 on Tuesday
night despite the Tigers making

it interest-
ing in the
ninth in-
ning.

Detroit
loaded the
bases and
scored three
times before
Joakim
Soria, the
fifth Kansas
City pitch-
er, got the

last two outs for his 33rd consec-
utive save and 40th overall.

The Royals, who got three hits
from Billy Butler, were aided by
three errors by Detroit pitchers —
one by starter Armando Galarraga
and two by reliever Alfredo Figaro.

Bruce Chen (11-7) improved to
3-0 in his last five starts, allowing
three runs, four hits and a walk
in six innings.

Galarraga (4-7), who gave up
five runs in 5 1-3 innings, has
only won twice in 18 starts since
his near-perfect game against
Cleveland on June 2.

Detroit took the lead on Austin
Jackson’s third-inning sacrifice

Detroit mounts rally
in 9th but falls, 9-6

See WINGS, Page 4B

See TIGERS, Page 4B

Up Next

Kansas City

at Tigers

Time: 7:05 p.m.

Today

TV: FSN

High School

Football

See DANTONIO, Page 4B

Up Next

Northern Colorado

at No. 25 Spartans

Time: Noon

Saturday

TV: BTN

MSU assistant’s job: Keep players focused

afternoon.
With Dantonio out, Tread-

well will try to keep his players

focused for Saturday’s game

against Northern Colorado

coming off one of the program’s

most exciting wins in recent

memory. The Spartans beat the

Irish on a fake field goal that

worked for a touchdown — an

audacious trick play that

earned Dantonio all sorts of

plaudits before his health be-

came the primary concern.
Treadwell said although he’d

seen Dantonio, there wasn’t

much talk about Michigan

State’s next game.

long

enough to

see him in

good times

and bad

times,”

Treadwell

said. “I was

very

pleased in

just look-

ing at him

and know-

ing who he

is and seeing the strength in his

eyes and just listening to him

talk.”
And that was before the best

news of the day — Dantonio’s

release from the hospital in the

EAST LANSING (AP) —
Michigan State’s Mark Danto-
nio was released from the hos-
pital Tuesday, two days after
suffering a mild heart attack
after a daring overtime win
against Notre Dame.

Don Treadwell, the offensive
coordinator for the 25th-ranked
Spartans, was upbeat during a
news conference as he de-
scribed meeting with Dantonio,
who was hospitalized Sunday
not long after Saturday night’s
34-31 victory.

“Coach was sitting up in bed
in the time that I saw him, and
again, just knowing him, hav-
ing known him for 20 years, you
usually can’t fool someone
when you’ve been with them

Treadwell says Dantonio ‘looks strong,’ released from hospital

AP photo

Michigan State assistant Don
Treadwell says his talks with
coach Mark Dantonio haven’t
had much emphasis on the
Spartans’ next opponent.

Preseason

Red Wings at

Pittsburgh

Time: 7 p.m.

Today

See PLAYER, Page 7B

Scoring a TD for life

What the heck is going on? A
blood test revealed the leuke-
mia.

“The minute we got home
from the doctor’s office, the doc-
tor called and I had to be rushed
to Children’s Hospital in De-
troit. I started chemotherapy
right away. I didn’t know what
was going on until my mom told
me that night. My mom was
crying like crazy. I asked her
why she was crying and she
told me I had leukemia.”

Alex underwent a rigorous re-

Macomb Daily staff photo by Ray J. Skowronek

Who said real men do not wear pink? Romeo High School senior Alex Brewer, left, a cancer sur-
vivor, and senior quarterback Blake Laurain. Brewer scored a touchdown in the Bulldogs’ 43-6 vic-
tory over Sterling Heights Friday.

a decade ago. But then, the in-
quiry was hardly dripping with
excitement.

“Alex was three years old and
he’d been playing at a friend’s
house,” said his mom, Chris
Brewer. “I was putting his paja-
mas on that night and there
were bruises all over his body. I
called the mom and asked what
did your kid do to my son? She
told me that Alex had been rest-
ing on the couch all day and did
not even play. Then I felt a
bunch of swollen lymph nodes
on an ear. We took Alex imme-
diately to the doctor’s office.”

Bulldogs. The coaches had in-
serted the Heavy Brewer play
earlier in the week at the cajol-
ing of teammates like Alex’s
pal, quarterback Blake Lau-
rain.

When Brewer got some stiff
resistance from the Sterling
Heights defense, it was Laurain
who got behind him, pushed
and provided the added oomph
into the end zone.

“I was really excited,” said
Brewer. “It was like ‘What the
heck is going on?’”

That was pretty much the
same question asked more than

By Jim Evans
Macomb Daily Sports Writer

The final touchdown in a lop-
sided 43-6 football game.

Is there a better Webster’s un-
abridged definition of meaning-

less than
Alex Brew-
er’s three-
yard burst
up the gut
in the third
quarter of
Romeo’s
lopsided
victory
over Ster-

ling Heights Friday night?
Really, what did those final
points even mean?

Much, much more than most
of us could even imagine.

Alex Brewer is a leukemia
survivor. The Watchdog game
was played for cancer aware-
ness. The host Romeo Bulldogs
wore pink jerseys with white
lettering. Visiting Sterling
Heights had white jerseys with
pink lettering.

A senior, Alex Brewer nor-
mally plays cornerback for the

Romeo player
Alex Brewer
overcomes
leukemia

Check out this blog by father-daughter team, Dave Patterson and 
Erin Preston. These Certified Financial Planner® licensees provide 
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 Post your job openings today, and you’ll have the best candidates in no time.

 Because the sooner you find the right person for the job, the sooner you can get back to business.

 Find your next co-worker at  jobs.macombdaily.com

m a c o m b d a i l y . c o m

MACOMB COUNTY  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS

TIER 2 Schools with enrollments of less than 1,200.
There are 16 such schools with varsity football in Macomb County.

Lakeview

Points: 20
Prev. Rank: (1)

Record: 4-0
Pts. scored: 104

Average: 26.0
Pts. allowed: 21

Average: 5.3

Results to date:
25-14, def. Marysville
24-0, def. Lamphere
28-7 def. Warren Woods-Tower
vs. Lake Shore, Friday1.

Lutheran North

Points: 15
Prev. Rank: (2)

Record: 4-0
Pts. scored: 119

Average: 29.8
Pts. allowed: 27

Average: 6.82.
Record: 4-0

Pts. scored: 135
Average: 33.8

Pts. allowed: 54
Average: 13.5

Record: 3-1
Pts. scored: 121

Average: 30.3
Pts. allowed: 35

Average: 8.8

Record: 4-0
Pts. scored: 142

Average: 35.5
Pts. allowed: 3

Average: 0.8

Results to date:

41-14, def. Harper Woods
35-0, def. Clarenceville
22-7 def. Notre Dame Prep
vs. Cranbrook, Friday

Results to date:

25-13 def. Algonac
48-20 def. Imlay City
19-14 def. Richmond
vs. Yale, Friday

Results to date:

46-0 def. Center Line
46-0 def. Lincoln
15-14 def. Lake Shore
vs. Mount Clemens, Friday

Results to date:

10-0 def. Detroit Old Redford
57-0 def. Cesar Chavez
24-3 def. Summit Academy
vs. Plymouth Education Center, Fri.

MACOMB COUNTY  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS

TIER 1 Schools with enrollments of 1,200-plus.
There are 17 such schools with varsity football in Macomb County.

De La Salle

Points: 20
Prev. Rank: (1)

Record: 4-0
Pts. scored: 157

Average: 39.3
Pts. allowed: 39

Average: 9.8

Results to date:
54-21, def. Carman-Ainsworth
46-6 def. L. Clarke Road, Canada
7-0. def. Brother Rice
at D. Catholic Central, Sunday1.

Romeo

Points: 16
Prev. Rank: (2)

Record: 3-1
Pts. scored: 81
Average: 20.3

Pts. allowed: 47
Average: 11.82.

Dakota

Points: 12
Prev. Rank: (3)

Record: 3-1
Pts. scored: 120

Average: 30.0
Pts. allowed: 58

Average: 14.53.
Utica

Points: 5
Prev. Rank: (4)

Record: 4-0
Pts. scored: 99
Average: 24.8

Pts. allowed: 43
Average: 10.84.

Eisenhower

Points: 4
Prev. Rank: (5)

Record: 3-1
Pts. scored: 40
Average: 10.0

Pts. allowed: 30
Average: 7.55.

Results to date:

17-10, def. Dakota
14-0 def. Eisenhower
43-6 def. Sterling Heights
at Chippewa Valley, Friday

Results to date:

17-10, lost to Romeo
42-0, def. Chippewa Valley
45-21 def. Grosse Pointe South
at Stevenson, Friday

Results to date:

17-6, def. Cousino
17-10, def. Roseville
17-14 def. Grosse Pointe North
vs. Port Huron Northern, Friday

Results to date:

7-3. def. Stevenson
14-0, lost to Romeo
16-6 def. Port Huron
at Warren-Mott, Friday

Others receiving votes: Clintondale (2-2) 1, Lake Shore (2-2) 1, Parkway Christian (4-0) 1.Others receiving votes: Anchor Bay (3-1) 2, Ford (3-1) 2 .
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3.

Armada

Points: 12
Prev. Rank: (ur)

4.

South Lake

Points: 8
Prev. Rank: (ur)

5.

Michigan
Collegiate

Points: 3
Prev. Rank: (ur)

said Alex Brewer.
“I’d hunt with my grandpa

pretty much every year at his
place up north in Rose City,”
said Alex. “We’d go deer hunt-
ing. Even though we had to be
quiet in the blind so we didn’t
scare things away, we would talk
about things like what were my
goals for school and college.”

The final points in a 43-6 past-
ing seem pointless, right? It prob-
ably seemed a little meaningless
for some folks when Brewer
banged over from the three.

But those points meant plenty.
“It was amazing,” said Alex’s

mom. “First I was shocked. I
mean, Alex does not play of-
fense. Believe me, there were
some tears.”

termination it took for Alex to
beat leukemia,” said Laurain.
“Alex has been a big part of my
life, both him and his family. He
is not the biggest guy, but his de-
termination is outstanding. No
one really knew what Alex went
through for years.”

Alex Brewer had his grand-
pa’s name on his special jersey.

Arnold Brewer whipped pan-
creatic cancer nearly 20 years
ago. It was only this past June
when he succumbed to colo-rec-
tal cancer.

“My grandpa and I were close.
I would always pick a day of the
week to go over to his house.
We’d talk about random stuff
about how was I doing in school
or hunting. He loved hunting,”

High School.
“I met Alex in pre-school and

we were friends,” said Laurain.
“At that time, I had no idea that
Alex was going through this and
what was going on. It wasn’t
until we were in the second or
third grade when my mom told
me. I really did not know how to
react. Being that little, I did not
really know what leukemia
was.”

Alex and Blake Laurain also
went to the same grade school,
Croswell Elementary.

A handful of years later, Blake
Laurain took the field with his
buddy’s name stitched across
his back.

“As time went on and I got
older, I realized how much de-

gime of chemotherapy. It lastedfor
several years and required
frequent hospitalizations. When
he could go out and play, he had to
wear a surgical mask to help ward
off disease. Chemotherapy wreaks
havoc with the immune system.

“Basically, I hung around the
house. I was wiped out. I had no
energy whatsoever,” he re-
called.

It also wreaks havoc with ev-
eryone else in the family.

“I do not wish that on any-
body,” said Chris Brewer. “It is
the absolute worst nightmare
that anyone could have.”

Alex Brewer and Blake Lau-
rain met much, much earlier
than in the huddle at Romeo

PLAYER: Brewer scores biggest touchdown of his life
Continued from Page 1B

Macomb Daily photo by David S. Angell

Romeo High senior Alex Brewer, who battled leukemia as a young-
ster, battles on the football field with his teammates these days.
He starred in Friday’s 43-6 win over Sterling Heights.

We turn job openings
into co-workers .




