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MSRP $25,610

MSRP $21,980

4X4

 PARKWA Y PARK W A YShow up...Sign up...& Ride!

888888--771111--00332233888-711-0323

OPEN
SATURDAY

10-3

MSRP $29,245

0%0%
Financing
Available!

$139*

w/$1995 due

$19,999* oorroorror

NEW 2010 CHRYSLER® TOWN & COUNTRY

$199*

w/$1995 due

$16,999* oorroorror

NEW 2011 JEEP® LIBERTY 4X4
$2000ATTENTION ALL LESSEES: EARLY OUT ON ALL PAYOFFS $2000 OR LESS!!!

Check Us 
Out On:

Lease as low as...Employee Savings 

Starting at...

Lease as low as...Employee Savings 

Starting at...

MSRP $18,810

NEW 2010 DODGE® CALIBER

120120
Available
at Similar 
Savings!

NEW 2010 DODGE® JOURNEY

MSRP $21,240

$149*

w/$1995 due

$13,999* oorroorror

Lease as low as...Employee Savings 

Starting at...

SuperchargedSupercharged
700700HP

 PARKWA Y PARK W A Y
Show up...Sign up...& Ride!

NEW 2010 CHRYSLER® 300

$149*

w/$1995 due

$18,999* oorroorror

Lease as low as...Employee Savings 

Starting at...

MSRP $29,200

0%0%
Financing
Available!

$115*

w/$1995 due

$11,999* oorroorror

Lease as low as...Employee Savings 

Starting at...

MSRP $31,820

0%0%
Financing
Available!

NEW 2011 RAM® 1500 QUAD CAB 4X4

$239*

w/$1995 due

$22,999* oorroorror

Lease as low as...Employee Savings 

Starting at...

Mainstreet Mainstreet 

PackagePackage

PRICEPRICE
BUSTER!BUSTER!

PRICEPRICE
BUSTER!BUSTER!

Introducing The  ALL NEW

1.9%1.9%
Financing
Available!

Lease as low as...

$249*

w/$1995 due

PRICEPRICE
BUSTER!BUSTER!

NEW 2011 JEEP® GRAND CHEROKEE NEW 2010 DODGE® AVENGER

$169*

w/$1995 due

$12,499* oorroorror

Lease as low as...Employee Savings 

Starting at...

We Will We Will NOT
Be Undersold!Be Undersold!

0%0%
AVAILABLEAVAILABLE

$3500$3500
BONUS CASH AVAILABLEBONUS CASH AVAILABLE

UP
TO

SMS 570X Challenger and SMS 570 Challenger
SuperchargedSupercharged

500500HP

SUPERCARS

Dealer!

Michigan’s Exclusive

3yr/30,000 Mile 
Bumper to Bumper Warranty

SATURDAYSATURDAY
SUPER SALE!SUPER SALE!
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Macomb Daily photo by David Dalton

Eisenhower’s Yousseff Bujaidar (84) catches a
pass in front of Rochester’s Michael Kmiec in the
third quarter of the Eagles’ 24-14 victory.

work out.”
Romeo scored on six of its first

seven possessions in the first
half. Nathan Fraeyman got the
Bulldogs rolling when he re-
turned the opening kickoff 55
yards to the Utica 35. Three plays
later, Burkard scored the first of
his touchdowns on a 31-yard run.

Burkard had a four-yard
touchdown run the next time
Romeo had the ball. An intercep-
tion by Zachary Bellas set up the
Bulldogs’ third touchdown -- a 20-
yard scoring strike from Blake
Laurain to Taylor Brynaert, who
outleaped a Utica defender to
haul in the pass.

“I thought we needed to be able
to run the ball and then get to the
passing game after that,” Couch
said. “Utica has some really good
corners. No. 2 (Da’Vontae Kirk)
and No. 33 (Wes Rasmussen)

were able to move the football
and get some points on the
board.”

Running back Ryan Burkard
led the attack with five touch-
downs. He rushed for 180 yards
on 17 carries and didn’t carry the
ball again after he scored on a 13-
yard run with seven minutes re-
maining in the third quarter.

“The O-line opened the holes,”
Burkard said. “It was wide open
for me. If they keep doing that we
can go far.”

Burkard deserves a lot of the
credit for a season in which he
gained more than 1,000 yards. He
missed most of last year with a
hip flexor problem, but worked
to make his senior year a memo-
rable one.

“It’s the last year. I have to
make it count,” he said.

“He lived in the weight room,”
Couch said. “He’d come in at 4:30
in the morning before practice to

“I was very proud of our guys.
They kept after it. Offensively,
we had a few things clicking
today. The big guys up front
were able to take care of things.”

It was one of the biggest offen-
sive explosions in quite a while
for Romeo, which had a 42-14
halftime lead.

“I never thought we’d score 42
points and lose, but I also knew
there was a strong possibility
they could score a lot,” said Utica
coach Tony Smith. “We have to
figure out a way to stop those
guys because they ran right
through us.

“We thought we had a decent
game plan going in. We didn’t ex-
ecute it the way we should have,
obviously, but offensively we

By Chuck Klonke
Special to The Macomb Daily

Maybe Romeo’s football team
was still a little angry about hav-
ing to come to a 6:15 a.m. work-
out last Wednesday morning to
make up for the practice it lost
when school closed early on
Tuesday because of severe
weather predictions.

Whatever the reason, the Bull-
dogs took it out on Utica in the
form of a 70-42 victory Friday in
the opening round of the state Di-
vision 1 playoffs.

“The kids will say it messed
them up because we made them
get up at 6:15 and we had a double
practice Wednesday morning
and Wednesday afternoon,”
Romeo co-coach Jason Couch
said with a smile. “We just had a
walk-through in the morning to
get familiar with the stunts and
blitzes, nothing strenuous.

Romeo takes offense, storms past Utica 70-42 in playoff opener

Division 1

Football

Defense, special teams power Eisenhower
were held scoreless in the second

half.
“We tried to rally at halftime, but

(Eisenhower) got the kick return to

start the second half,” Vernon said.
“Obviously, we didn’t quite re-

spond. They’re a good team, well-

coached.
“I’m proud of our kids, though. I

told (the players) it hurts right now

and it will hurt for a little bit, but

don’t lose sight of what you’ve accom-

plished this year and I’m proud of

them and they should be proud of

themselves,” Vernon concluded

about his 6-4 season.
Eisenhower will move on to play

Romeo. As the Eagles are trying to

make up for an early playoff exit last

season, Lantzy expects a great game

with whoever his team plays next week.
“Whatever you saw here will be

even better,” Lantzy said. “It’s going

to be a very good team with very

quality players, good coaching.

These programs are so identical right

now, have been fighting it out the last

two-three years.
“We’ve lost the last two and are

ready to turn the tide,” Lantzy said

teams didn’t come through for us,”

said Rochester coach Erik Vernon.

“We had a hard time with field posi-

tion. ... We missed some tackles and

we didn’t bring them down.
“Give them credit, they did a good

job of setting up the return,” Vernon

said.
Vultaggio was the best player on

the field for either team, changing

the game with his long touchdown re-

turn. He also intercepted a pass by

Rochester quarterback Nicholas

Bradley with less than five minutes

remaining in the contest, basically

icing the game and assuring the

Eagles victory.
“Answering their second touch-

down with a kickoff return. ... Alfon-

zo has just made big plays for us all

year,” Lantzy said. “(Alfonzo’s) some

competitor.”
It looked as if the Eagles made plen-

ty of adjustments following the first

half, none more apparent than those

in their defense.
After the Falcons statistically do-

minated the first half, rushing for 126

yards and outgaining the Eagles in

terms of total offense, 230-85, they

“We say that everybody’s gonna

give us a punch,” Lantzy said. “We’re

not very big physically, so we’ve got

to sustain that early punch and try to

let our speed and quickness catch up

as the game goes on.
“(Rochester) gave us a good punch.

The first half was theirs, the second

half was ours,” Lantzy added.
Eisenhower’s special teams play

was the biggest catalyst in the Eagles’

victory. Even though Eisenhower

had a lowly six minutes in terms of

time of possession in the first half, it

really didn’t matter.
The Eagles did their damage with

timely plays, especially before and

after halftime.
Alfonzo Vultaggio’s momentum-

swinging 74-yard kickoff return for a

touchdown with two seconds remain-

ing in the first half occurred only 12

seconds after a Rochester touch-

down. Yousseff Bujaidar opened the

second half with a monstrous return

all the way to Rochester’s 21-yard

line, which set up a field goal.
“When it comes to playoff time,

you’ve got to be good in all phases,

and today, unfortunately, special

By Nick Mordowanec
For The Macomb Daily

SHELBY TOWNSHIP — On a
cool night at Swinehart Field Friday,
the Eisenhower Eagles relied on stin-
gy defense and a tremendous special
teams unit to defeat the Rochester
Falcons, 24-14 in a Division 1 district

semifinal.
“I think all

three aspects of
(our) team came
through today,”

Eisenhower coach Bob Lantzy said.
“The offense answering early in the
first quarter. ... The special teams
with the two kickoff returns and con-
sistent punting under pressure, and
our defense coming through in the
third quarter and holding them deep
in the hole.”

Lantzy described it as “a crazy
game” in which there was “a lot of
doubt” after Rochester racked up the
offensive yards in the first half. Both
teams were going at each other back
and forth to begin the game, exchang-
ing touchdown after touchdown until
the Eagles took over in the third
quarter.

Macomb Daily photo by Larry Campbell

Romeo running back Ryan Burkard looks for running room in the
Bulldogs’ 70-42 victory. Burkhard rushed for 180 yards.

Division 1

Football

See ROMEO, Page 4B
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al teams, too. It’s just not one
you’d want the kids to hear.

“We need everybody to play
better. I probably need to coach
better, too,” Iowa coach Kirk
Ferentz said.

The Hawkeyes can take some
comfort in familiarity this week:
The Spartans, much like Wiscon-
sin and Iowa, win behind a stin-
gy defense and an efficient, bal-
anced offense piloted by expe-
rienced quarterback.

Michigan State’s Kirk Cousins
ranks 12th in the nation in pass-
ing efficiency and is completing
75 percent of his passes in the
second half and overtime. The
Spartans have a backfield that’s
nearly as good as Wisconsin’s,
too, as running backs Edwin
Baker and Le’Veon Bell have
combined to rush for 1,353 yards
and 15 touchdowns.

But the Spartans have been
known to let up yards through
the air, and Stanzi has blos-
somed into one of the nation’s
best quarterbacks. He has
thrown at least two touchdown

MSU: Spartans haven’t
won at Iowa since 1989
Continued from Page 1B passes five times this season and

trails only Boise State’s Kellen
Moore in passing efficiency.

The loss to Wisconsin cer-
tainly wasn’t his fault, either, as
he threw for 258 yards and three
scores.

“You’ve got move on and just
go on to the next game. That’s all
you can do,” Stanzi said.

A perfect 12-0 season seems
possible for Michigan State if it
beats the Hawkeyes. The Spar-
tans next host Minnesota and
Purdue and close out the year in
Happy Valley against a Penn
State team that just isn’t as good
as its been in the past.

The Spartans haven’t won in
Iowa City since 1989. If they snap
that streak on Saturday, it’ll be
hard for anyone to doubt them
anymore.

“I do believe that our football
team is special,” Dantonio said.
“I do believe that we have lead-
ers. I do believe we’re on the
edge, that we have an edge to us.
That edge to us exists because
we’re winning, we’re confident,
and we have a belief in how
we’re doing things.”

College

Football

Rucker makes trip to Iowa
CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA

(AP) — Defensive back Chris L.
Rucker has traveled with No. 5
Michigan State to Iowa for its
game against the 18th-ranked

Hawkeyes.
The

school
hasn’t an-
nounced

whether he will play Saturday.
Rucker was reinstated to the

team Thursday after missing
two games and serving eight
days in jail for a probation viola-
tion following what was initially
a drunken driving charge. He
pleaded guilty to a reduced
charge of reckless driving.

Spartans coach Mark Danto-
nio said Rucker paid team and
legal consequences for his poor
decision, adding he didn’t de-
serve a lifetime banishment
from the program.

Rucker was sentenced to 12
months of probation and 150
hours of community service for
assault last year for his role in a
fight on campus.

MSU, Boise State

agree to deal
BOISE, Idaho (AP) — Boise

State and Michigan State will
play a three game series starting
with a season opener for both
teams in 2012.

Officials from both schools an-
nounced a deal Friday that also
includes a game in Boise in 2022
and the final matchup in East
Lansing in 2023.

Adding a Big Ten team is a
major step for a Boise State pro-
gram looking to toughen the
nonconference portion of its
schedule. Next season, the Bron-
cos are moving into the Moun-
tain West Conference and will
face more competitive teams like
TCU and Air Force.

The first game is scheduled for
Aug. 31, 2012 in East Lansing and
will be broadcast by ESPN.

Boise State will receive $1.2
million for the first game and the
teams will exchange $300,000 for
the next two meetings.

New Haven volleyball cruises to victory

The Macomb Daily Sports Staff

New Haven swept past Melvin-

dale ABT 25-3, 25-0, 25-7 in a non-

league volleyball match Friday

night.
Robin Bliss served 24 straight

points, including six aces, in the

second game.
Danielle Maxwell added 18

service points and 10 aces, and

Sylnovia Croft had 15 service

points and five aces.

“We are around each other so
often that we just know how the
other plays,” said Nick Martora-
na. “We work off of each other
for the better of the team.”

Eisenhower countered just
two minutes later when Nathan
Szymkowicz’s free kick was mis-
played by the Titan keeper. Sen-
ior Joey Tinnion helped himself
to the ball and a goal on an ag-
gressive, heads-up play.

Ike scored again with 12:40 re-
maining in the first half on a free
kick from distance. The ball
landed into the 18-yard box and
Tinnion took control and made a
quick pass to junior Brandon
Reed who capitalized on the
chance. Reed buried the ball and
the Eagles were up 2-1 at the half-
time whistle.

Stevenson possessed the ball
nicely throughout the second
half, taking multiple shots and
forcing corners. Ike’s defense
held strong, even through a
handball call at 19:40 just outside
the box and subsequent free kick
line-drive into the wall of white.

A tireless Jerome Cristobal
was stellar in the midfield for the
Titans, managing the flow of the
game and, more times than not,
sprinting back to defense along
with the ensuing Eagle forwards.

“Jerome was just outstanding
tonight,” commented Mondoux.

The Titans kept knocking on
the door and at 9:38 left in the
game, Nick Martorana released
a corner kick that found senior
Jacob Flanigan’s head. The
header was an untouched drive

SOCCER: Stevenson’s
late goal stuns Eagles
Continued from Page 1B into the back of the net to tie the

game at 2-2.
“It feels so good,” said Nick

Martorana. “This was the game I
wanted to win most in my high
school career, and it happened.”

Both teams had won two re-
gional titles in the last 15 years.

Stevenson won it last in back-
to-back championships in 2001
and 2002, while Ike took the tro-
phy in 2004 and 2007.

The teams split a pair of games
this year in the Macomb Area
Conference Red Division, but it
was the Eagles that finished
ahead of the Titans in the stand-
ings, coming in second behind
Chippewa Valley.

“They are such a great group
of guys and I’m glad to see the
win for them,” said Mondoux.

“Stevenson came out playing
hard and our guys countered
after a while and in the second
half they were just taking it to
us,” said Eisenhower coach Josh
VanHouten. “It was frustrating
for us because we weren’t getting
our offense going at all.

“It seemed like it was a matter
of time before they broke
through and when they did with
eight minutes left there was such
a momentum shift for them that
they were almost bound to score
again, added VanHouten. “Un-
fortunately for us, they did.  We
give them credit.  They played
hard tonight and never backed
down and I wish them the best of
luck in the next round.”

Stevenson faces the winner of
the match between Troy and
Grand Blanc on Wednesday at 6
p.m.at either Fenton or Ford.

Loud and proud, Lakeview beats PHN
things,” Threet said. “I feel for
them. I know their coach (Pat
Connell). He’s doing a nice job
here.

“I’m sure it was hard for them.
They’re up two (MAC) divisions
from us, they were playing at
home, a lot of people thought
they would win.

“It was the perfect storm for
them.”

And now Lakeview has the
perfect opportunity to further
enjoy its first experience in the
playoffs.

The Huskies, who are 7-3, hav-
ing won seven games in a season
for the first time since 1971, play
next weekend against the
winner of tonight’s De La Salle-
Port Huron game.

Port Huron Northern finished
7-3 and was in the playoffs for the
first time since 1999.

Northern had its first winning
season since going 5-4 in 2002,
and won seven games for the
first time since 1993.

PHN had two possessions in
the first quarter and two in the
second.

The hosts scored on the open-
ing drive of the third quarter.
Ken Sanders ran two yards to
finish a 60-yard march.

But PHN did not make a first
down the rest of the third
quarter.

Lakeview stopped Johns-
Moore short of a first down on a
run up the middle on fourth-and-
one from the home team’s 49 on
PHN’s first possession of the
fourth quarter.

Northern’s final two drives
were stopped by the intercep-
tions by White and Frezzell.

Send comments to
george.pohly@macombdaily.com.

sophomore, intercepted Johns-
Moore on a pass over the middle
at the LHS 28 with about three
minutes to play, or that Frezzell,
a junior cornerback, made a
leaping interception inside the
Lakeview 25 of a pass along the
right sideline with 1:09 left.

“Our defense made plays,”
Threet said.

Donald rushed 21 times for 90
yards and both of his touch-
downs in the first half.

His second-half production: 11
carries, 19 yards.

But, unfortunately for the
PHN Huskies, the Lakeview
Huskies had a 14-0 lead at half-
time, thanks in part to mistakes
by the home team.

Donald, a junior, capped a
nine-play, 60-yard drive with a
four-yard touchdown run on the
opening possession of the game.

PHN committed four penal-
ties, including two that produced
first down, on the drive.

In the first half, Northern was
flagged seven times for 58 yards;
one of the penalties wiped out an
apparent touchdown run.

Late in the second quarter,
Hill caught an over-the-middle
pass from Johns-Moore and
made a substantial gain, but he
fumbled at midfield and Lake-
view recovered with less than
two minutes left until halftime.

On third-and-one from the 41,
Lakeview senior quarterback
Zeke Vicchio threw a 40-yard
completion to Kyle Jackson for a
first down.

One play later, Donald ran in
for the touchdown that, com-
bined with Donovan Waldorf’s
second point-after of the game,
gave Lakeview a 14-0 lead.

“We took advantage of some

championship, are now headed
into a district final at the ex-
pense of Port Huron Northern, a
MAC Blue team that was playing
on its home field and allowed an
average of 9.3 points per game as
it, like Lakeview, experienced a
renaissance of its program this
fall.

“This is a special group of
kids,” Threet said. “I love ’em to
death.

“We knew this was a good
(Port Huron Northern) team.
Their quarterback is good. But
our kids were focused all week.
We knew they could do this.”

Having played spread-offense
opponents like Clawson, Clin-
tondale and Fitzgerald during
the regular season, Lakeview
wasn’t unfamiliar with what
PHN, led by quarterback Alex
Johns-Moore and receiver Ma-
cauley Hill, intended to do in
their school’s first playoff game
in more than a decade.

But Lakeview, which scored
on its first possession of the
game and turned a fumble late in
the second quarter into another
touchdown, milked as much of
the game clock as possible when
it had the ball.

And, on what proved to be
PHN’s next-to-last possession of
the game, Lakeview forced the
blue-and-gold Huskies to start at
their own 11-yard line, 89 yards
from a tying TD.

“The plan worked to perfec-
tion,” Threet said.

It also didn’t hurt that White, a

Donald, defense
shine for Huskies

By George Pohly
Macomb Daily Sport Editor

PORT HURON –– Lakeview’s
happy football players formed a
large circle on the north end of
the field at Memorial Stadium,
preparing for their post-game

ritual of
calis-
thenics and
spelling out
each letter
in the
school
nickname.

Just be-
fore the
jumping
jacks began

and shouts of H-U-S-K-I-E-S rose
from the athletes’ mouths, Lake-
view coach Pat Threet had one
directive for his charges.

“Let them hear you,” Threet,
who was in full throat himself,
said.

Consider it done, coach.
Nicholas White and Brandon

Frezzell had a fourth-quarter in-
terception apiece and Latham
Donald scored two touchdowns
Friday night as Lakeview made
one of the louder proclamations
of the opening weekend of the
state playoffs with a 14-7 victory
over Port Huron Northern in a
Division 2 district semifinal.

Needing a triumph over play-
off-bound Clawson a week ear-
lier just to secure the first post-
season berth in program history,
the Macomb Area Conference
Silver Huskies, who finished in a
four-way tie for the division

High School

Football

the second quarter to keep De-
troit in it and the Pistons trailed,
56-51, at the half.

The Pistons raced out to a 6-0
lead, but the Thunder responded
with an 8-0 run to take an 8-6 lead
and never trailed the rest of the
first half.

Oklahoma City took its biggest
lead of the first half, 22-14, thanks
to an 8-0 run capped by a Durant
dunk with 2:36 left in the first
quarter.

Jason Maxiell tied the game at
30 with 8:09 left in the second
quarter, but Serge Ibaka scored
the game’s next six points to give
the Thunder a 36-30 lead with
6:31 left in the half.

lanueva’s 3-pointer. But Green
saved the day for the Thunder.

Detroit’s Will Bynum missed
Friday’s game with a right ham-
string injury. Bynum missed the
final two preseason games with
the injury and re-aggravated his
hamstring during the season
opener at New Jersey Wednes-
day.

Bynum is doubtful for to-
night’s game at Chicago.

“I think on one of those moves
at the end of the game out in New
Jersey I kind re-injured it,”
Bynum said. “I really can’t run
right now, hopefully in a couple
days or so I’ll be able to.”

Ben Gordon scored 12 points in

Durant gave the Thunder a
four-point lead with 2:34 left, but
the Pistons refused to go away.

Villanueva hit two free throws
to pull the Pistons within two,
101-99, with 46 seconds left.

Ibaka split of a pair of free
throws with 18.3 seconds left to
push Oklahoma City’s lead to
three, 102-99.

Gordon sunk a pair of free
throws with 15.1 seconds to
make it a one-point game, 102-
101.

Durant left things open for De-
troit when he split a pair of free
throws with 14.1 seconds left and
it appeared the Pistons would
make the Thunder pay after Vil-

Durant led the Thunder (2-0)
with 30 points and eight re-
bounds. Green finished with 21
points, Russell Westbrook added
17 points and 11 assists and Serge
Ibaka had 16 points and 10 re-
bounds off the bench.

The Thunder were 37 for 44
from the free-throw line, while
Detroit shot just 20 free throws,
hitting 16.

Ben Gordon pulled this Pis-
tons within one, 86-85, with 8:27
left in the game.

The Pistons pulled within one
three more times, but couldn’t
take the lead.

PISTONS: Team suffers second straight tough loss
Continued from Page 1B

jub this year,” he said. “Those
kids worked so hard in the off-
season. We had a three-year
starting quarterback. Shane
VanFleteren had a heck of a
game. I think he showed every-
one why he’s the MAC White
player of the year.

“I told the kids not to hang
their heads getting on the bus.
We accomplished a lot this sea-
son. I just wish we could have
competed in the playoffs a little
bit and see how that would go.”

Romeo’s next opponent is Ei-
senhower, a team it beat 14-0 the
third week of the season.

“It’s been our focus for a while
to just come out and play our
game,” Couch said. “Since game
seven or eight we’ve been click-
ing a little more and hopefully,
we can keep it up. Eisenhower is
a heck of a team, but it’s not
about Eisenhower. We have to
come out and compete and play.
We have to play hard, we have to
play fast and let everything else
take care of itself.”

ing with a 41-yard pass to Van-
Fleteren, his fourth touchdown
pass of the game.

Smith guided Utica to its first
Macomb Area Conference White
Division championship in 10
years and its first playoff appear-
ance in five seasons. He’d like
the Chieftains to follow the blue-
print Romeo has used to become
one of the powers in the MAC
Red.

“I’m not totally disappointed
with my team,” Smith said. “Our
kids played hard. They just got
outplayed by a very good football
team. That program has been on
the way up for a number of years.
They’re going to get to that final
game and they’ll realize their
goals. That should be our goal, to
build ourselves like Romeo has
done, going from the Blue to the
White to the Red and becoming
MAC Red champions.”

Smith was sorry to see the sea-
son end for his senior-laden
squad.

“Our seniors have done a great

Romeo’s final touchdown of
the half, a six-yard run by Bur-
kard with 2:38 remaining, came
after an interception by Fraey-
man.

The touchdown parade didn’t
slow down after the halftime
break. Utica needed only two
plays to score at the start of the
second half -- a 45-yard halfback
option pass from Jones to Van-
Fleteren and a 17-yard touch-
down pass from Hinebaugh to
Jones.

Romeo scored the next two
touchdowns, both coming as the
result of turnovers. Burkard
scored from 13 yards out on the
first play after an interception by
Justin Medley. Then Fraeyman
returned an interception 60
yards for a touchdown to make it
56-21.

Zach Williams scored Romeo’s
last two touchdowns on runs of
four and 55 yards.

Hinebaugh had touchdown
runs of 21 and seven yards for
Utica and he closed out the scor-

played really well, but Blake was

on today. Two of his incomplete

passes were drops that hit our

kids in the hands.”
Laurain completed seven of 13

passes for 142 yards and two

touchdowns.
Utica scored with just under

two minutes remaining in the

first quarter on a 13-yard pass

from Connor Hinebaugh to Sed-

rick Jones.
Romeo made it 28-7 on a 35-

yard pass from Laurain to Brian

Roth, who looked like he was

walking a tightrope as he stayed

in bounds for the final 10 yards.

Utica came right back to score on

a 20-yard pass from Hinebaugh

to Shane VanFleteren.
The Bulldogs, however, an-

swered with two more touch-

downs before the first half

ended. Burkard scored on a four-

yard run that was set up by his

38-yard scamper and a 22-yard

pass from Laurain to Brynaert.
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“We’ve just been really click-
ing,” Morris said of the team’s of-
fensive surge in the past three
weeks. “We found a few plays
that have been working well for
us. We’re just coming back to-
gether as a team and getting
things done. We wanted a big
win and that’s what we got. We
got good games from the offense,
the special teams, and the de-
fense.”

Morris was an efficient 3-for-7
for 67 yards before surrendering
the offense to John Shira late in
the third quarter. Jackson was
the top receiver with one catch
for 32 yards before leaving the
game with an apparent knee inju-
ry. Morris added 70 more yards
on the ground on seven carries.

felt that we needed that fake
punt.”

On the ensuing kickoff after the
touchdown, Bobby Edwards
picked up a fumble and followed a
Cougars escort for seven yards
into the end zone with 4:57 still
showing on the south end score-
board. Kicker Kris Selita added a
28-yard field goal in the final stan-
za to go with six extra points.

Dakota set the pace in the first
quarter by scoring the first four
times the Cougars touched the
ball. Morris faked to Hughes and
then raced 16 yards for the open-
ing score 2:51 into the game. Ger-
ald Jackson scored on a 43-yard
punt return less than a minute
later and Hughes added touch-
down runs of 12 and 33 yards.

seville coach Melvin Richendol-
lar. “They gave him a lot of time
to make some things happen.”

Time passed in a flash when
Dakota’s Seth Balogh ignited the
Cougars again when he returned
the ensuing kickoff 91 yards for a
touchdown to snatch the mo-
mentum back and crush the Pan-
thers hopes of a comeback.

Within a three-minute span,
the Cougars capitalized on Ro-
seville’s daring fake punt pass
from their own 20-yard line that
fell incomplete. Three plays later
Hughes scored his third touch-
down and it was 42-14.

“We weren’t really stopping
them on defense. It was open. If
we execute that thing, it’s a first
down,” said Richendollar. “I just

Chris Nash hit the turf and the
Panthers trailed, 28-6, with 32.9
seconds left before the half.

The Roseville defense came up
with another big stop on Dako-
ta’s potent offense and started
from its own 7-yard line.
Gruszczynski capped a 93-yard
drive with a 7- yard TD strike to
Cullen Rudd with 8:05 left in the
third quarter. A two-point con-
version pass to Traye Williams
cut the deficit in half.
Gruszczynski finished the night
8-for-12 and 172 yards.

“Our offense kept us in this
game. Our offensive line is very
young and they blocked ex-
tremely well for Matt,” said Ro-
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