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PREPFOOTBALL

Novi—GregCarterhad limit-
ed success coaching against De-
troitCatholicCentralHighwhen
he was at Detroit DePorres.

Not much has changed now
that Carter is at Inkster.

C.C. scored touchdowns on
each of its first four possessions
and whipped Inkster, 35-0, on
Friday at C.C.

This was the first game Car-
ter, a longtime assistant and
coach at DePorres, had coached
againstC.C. since2004,whenhis
DePorres teamwon 18-7.

His record as a coach against
C.C. is 3-9.

C.C. (3-0), thedefendingDivi-
sion I champion, is ranked No. 3
and played like a title contend-
ing team. It forced two fumbles
in the first half and led 28-0.

“They’re good enough towin a
championship again,” Carter
said. “I give all the credit to them.
They don’tmakemistakes.

“Mybaby quarterback (sopho-
more Delano Hill) went through
some growing pains. He’s not
scared out there.His feet got hap-
py. Our line had trouble blocking
andwemade it hard on him. Our
defensedidn’tholdupwell.There
wasn’t any deception. We knew
what theywere going to run.”

This was expected to be a
true test. Inkster (1-2) reached
the Division 2 final last season
andwas comingoff of a 35-3 vic-
tory at East Kentwood.

The game turned against
Inkster on the first possession.

Inkster gained 47 yards, all on
the ground, and three first downs
before C.C. defensive back Bran-
don Sullivan recovered a fumble
on the C.C. 24. Four plays later,
DustinMessner (seven carries, 95
yards) raced 47 yards for a touch-
down and a 7-0 lead.

“They were moving the ball

down the field,” C.C. coach Tom
Mach said. “It was a timely
turnover. It changed momen-
tum right there.”

C.C. went 61 yards in nine
plays to take a 14-0 lead. Justin
D’Agostino capped the drive
with a 2-yard plunge but the big
play came on a fourth-and-10
from the Inkster 30. Mike Bir-
ney’s 17-yard pass to Doneth
gave C.C. what was then an im-
portant first down.

Though this is just his third
start, Birney is running Mach’s
offense as if he’d started adozen
games or more. A senior and
oneof the team’s fastest players,
Birney didn’t attempt a pass in
the second half and rushed for
56 yards on six carries.

“He gives me a variety of
choices. He’s athletic. Recently,
I can’t think of anyone who has
given us that type of diversity at
that position,” Mach said.

The second half wasn’t near-
ly as crisp, but C.C. still main-
tained its edge.

After losing a fumble on its
first possession, C.C. caused its
third takeaway when David
Racey recovered a fumble on Ink-
ster’s 9. Two plays later Birney
scored on a 9-yard run and C.C.
led 35-0, prompting a running
clockwith 5:25 left in the third.

tom.markowski@detnews.com
(313) 223-4633

Inkster running back Da’Shawn Bell moves the ball against the Detroit Catholic Central on Friday. Catholic
Central’s defense forced a key fumble on Inkster’s first drive to set up its first score.
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DETROIT CATHOLIC CENTRAL 35, INKSTER 0

BY TOMMARKOWSKI
The Detroit News

No. 3 Shamrocks roll
Defending
Div. 1 champs
score TDs on
first four drives

How they fared
Rankings by Tom Markowski

Top 25
Team (Class) This week’s opponent Next week’s opponent

1. East Grand Rapids (3-0) W, vs. Holland, 42-7 at Grand Rapids Union
2. Rockford (3-0) W, vs. Jenison, 34-31 at Grand Haven
3. Detroit Catholic Central (3-0) W, vs. Inkster, 35-0 vs. Divine Child
4. Canton (3-0) W, at Franklin, 41-0 vs. Wayne
5. Grand Haven (2-1) L, at West Ottawa, 29-15 vs. Rockford
- - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

6. Lake Orion (3-0) W, at Pontiac, 44-13 vs. West Bloomfield
7. Lowell (3-0) W, vs. Kenowa Hills, 47-0 vs. Creston
8. Farmington Hills Harrison (3-0) W, at Stoney Creek, 48-3 at Oxford
9. DeLaSalle (3-0) W, vs. London Clarke Rd, 46-6 vs. Brother Rice
10. O.L. St. Mary’s (3-0) W, vs. Hamilton St. Thms, 48-7 vs. U-D Jesuit
- - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

11. Muskegon (2-1) W, at Grandville, 56-11 vs. Hudsonville
12. Lansing Sexton (3-0) W, at Everett, 20-12 at St. Johns
13. Farmington (3-0) W, vs. Oxford, 32-7 vs. South.-Lathrup (Thu.)
14. Clarkston (2-1) W, at Troy Athens, 42-10 vs. Troy
15. Mt. Pleasant (3-0) W, vs. Flint Northern, 47-12 at Midland Dow
- - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

16. St. Joseph (3-0) W, at Niles, 15-7 vs. Loy Norrix
17. Howell (2-1) L, vs. Hartland, 26-21 at Pinckney
18. Muskegon Heights (2-0) vs. Joliet Catholic (Ill.) (today) vs. Highland Park
19. Menominee (2-1) W, at Rhinelander (Wis.), 25-16 vs. Gladstone
20. Portage Northern (2-1) L, vs. Portage Central, 37-27 vs. Mattawan
- - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

21. Troy (2-1) L, at Rochester, 17-7 at Clarkston
22. Romeo (2-1) W, vs. Eisenhower, 14-0 vs. Sterling Heights
23. Macomb Dakota (2-1) W, at Chippewa Valley, 42-0 vs. G.P. South
24. Marine City (2-1) L, at East Detroit, 38-28 vs. Clawson
25. Inkster (1-2) L, at Detroit CC, 35-0 at Lake. St. Ed (Ohio)

Metro rankings
Detroit
1. Cass Tech (3-0) W, at Denby, 55-0 vs. Southeastern
2. Crockett (3-0) W, vs. Cody, 24-20 at Henry Ford
3. King (3-0) W, vs. Mumford, 52-0 at Renaissance
4. U-D Jesuit (1-1) at Ferndale (today) at OL St. Mary’s
5. Highland Park (1-2) L, at Brother Rice, 35-8 at Muskegon Heights
- - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

6. Central (1-1) vs. Kettering, (n) vs. Southwestern
7. Southeastern (1-0) W, at Northwestern, 45-27 at Cass
8. Cody (2-1) L, at Crockett, 24-20 vs. Northwestern
9. Mumford (1-2) L, at King, 52-0 vs. Denby
10. Loyola (2-0) at Cardinal Mooney, (n) Bye

East
1. DeLaSalle (3-0) W, vs. London Clarke Rd, 46-6 vs. Brother Rice
2. Romeo (2-1) W, vs. Eisenhower, 14-0 vs. Sterling Heights
3. Dakota (2-1) W, at Chippewa Valley, 42-0 vs. G.P. South
4. Marine City (2-1) L, at East Detroit, 38-28 vs. Clawson
5. Eisenhower (2-1) L, at Romeo, 14-0 vs. Port Huron
- - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

6. G.P. South (2-1) W, vs. Sterling Heights, 43-7 at Dakota
7. Utica (3-0) W, vs. Roseville, 17-10 at G.P. North
8. Utica Ford (2-1) W, at L.C. North, 45-6 vs. Roseville
9. G.P. North (1-2) L, at Cousino, 26-14 vs. Utica
10. Chippewa Valley (1-2) L, vs. Dakota, 42-0 at PH Northern

North
1. Detroit Catholic Central (3-0) W, vs. Inkster, 35-0 vs. Divine Child
2. Lake Orion (3-0) W, at Pontiac, 44-13 vs. West Bloomfield
3. F.H. Harrison (3-0) W, at Stoney Creek, 48-3 at Oxford
4. O.L. St Mary’s (3-0) W, vs. Hamilton St. Thms, 48-7 vs. U-D Jesuit
5. Farmington (3-0) W, vs. Oxford, 32-7 vs. Sth.-Lathrup (Thu.)
- - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

6. Clarkston (2-1) W, at Troy Athens, 42-10 vs. Troy
7. Troy (2-1) L, at Rochester, 17-7 at Clarkston
8. Detroit Country Day (3-0) W, vs. Romulus, 43-9 at Seaholm (Thu.)
9. Roch. Adams (2-1) W, at Sth.-Lathrup, 44-20 vs. Oak Park
10. Pontiac (2-1) L, vs. Lake Orion, 44-13 at Rochester

West
1. Canton (3-0) W, at Franklin, 41-0 vs. Wayne Memorial
2. Inkster (1-2) L, at Detroit CC, 35-0 at Lake. St. Ed (Ohio)
3. Northville (3-0) W, at S. Lyon East, 57-13 vs. South Lyon
4. Southgate (3-0) W, at Kennedy, 48-8 at Trenton
5. Franklin (2-1) L, vs. Canton, 41-0 at Westland Glenn
- - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

6. Dearborn (3-0) W, vs. Edsel Ford, 14-6 at Fordson
7. Wyandotte (3-0) W, at Truman, 35-0 vs. Woodhaven
8. Allen Park (3-0) W, vs. Trenton, 44-7 vs. Carlson
9. Plymouth (2-1) W, vs. Wayne, 68-20 at Churchill
10. Pioneer (1-2) L, at Saline, 17-7 vs. Skyline (Thu.)

Livonia — It wasn’t surpris-
ing Canton High defeated Livo-
nia Franklin on Friday in aKen-
sington Lakes Activities Associ-
ation South Division opener.

The surprise was how the
Chiefs got the job done.

Canton dominated Fran-
klin, 41-0, holding a 400-66 ad-
vantage in total offense by the
timearunningclockwas forced
into play during the opening
minute of the fourth quarter.

Junior running back Kevin
Buford broke loose for a 59-
yard touchdown on the open-
ing series for the Chiefs.

He finished with 149 yards
on seven carries, adding a 66-
yard run to opena28-0 cushion
early in the third quarter.

Both of Buford’s scores
came in exciting fashion. He
broke tackles at the line of
scrimmage and went to the
outside each time, usinghis 4.5
speed to perfection.

“I just go hard and try to get
to the end zone on every carry,”
said Buford, who is already re-
ceiving letters of interest from
school such asMichigan, Stan-
ford and Cincinnati.

“It was important to get the
lead early because they were
unbeaten, a real good teamand
it’s our league opener.”

Canton, 3-0 and ranked No.
4 in The News’ Top 25, took

control in the opening half
with its full-house attack,
building a 21-0 lead and hold-
ing a 227-59 margin in total of-
fense.

The Chiefs showed they had
more than a running game late
in the second quarter.

Senior quarterback Ben
Merbler, under heavy pres-
sure, foundDavionStackhouse
for an 85-yard pass play to
open a 21-0 cushion.

“It was a great pass and a
great catch,” Canton coachTim
Baechler said. “He (Merbler)
knows he has tomake themost
of his chances (to throw).

“Our (offensive) line’s going
to be good, but our backs are
making us look good right now.”

Senior linebacker Matt
Gunnis also made the Chiefs
look good.

Gunnismade the play of the
game defensively. Trailing
14-0, Franklinwas on themove
at Canton’s 18, but Gunnis hit
quarterback Brent Marzion
from the blind side for a 17-
yard loss to end the threat.

“It was a third and medium
play,” Gunnis said. “The wing
motioned away and I was free
to rush the quarterback. He
didn’t see me and I was able to
hit him.”

Franklin pinned Canton to
its own 2 with a punt, but Bu-
ford gained five yards on a
third-and-2 from the 10 to pick
up a first down. Merbler then
found Stackhouse behind the
secondary on a rare pass play
to put the Chiefs in command.

david.goricki@detnews.com

CANTON 41, LIVONIA FRANKLIN 0

Offensive explosion
highlights blowout

BY DAVID GORICKI
The Detroit News

Canton racks up
400 yards, officials
use running clock,

Scores, schedule
FRIDAY’S SCORES
Blue Water Area Conference
Almont 50, Richmond 13
Armada 48, Imlay City 20
Croswell-Lexington 41, Capac 20
Yale 35, Algonac 13
Charter School Conference
Chandler Park Academy 34, Summit Academy 0
Mich. Coll. 57, Cesar Chavez Academy 0
Detroit Catholic League
AA Division
AA Gabriel Richard 24, Pontiac Notre Dame Prep 7
Crossovers
Det. Loyola vs. Cardinal Mooney at NHMiddle School (n)
MadisonHeightsBishopFoley45,DetroitUrbanLutheran
0
Riverview Gabriel Richard 34, Waterford Lakes 14
Detroit PSL
Division 1
Cass Tech 55, Denby 0
King 52, Mumford 0
Division 2
Crockett 24, Cody 20
Renaissance 25, Henry Ford 12
Crossovers
Douglass 21, Finney 20
Kettering at Central, 4
Southwestern 18, Osborn 0
Western 26, Pershing 18 (3OT)
Southeastern 45, Northwestern 27
Downriver
Allen Park 44, Trenton 7
Brownstown Woodhaven 48, Lincoln Park 13
Gibraltar Carlson 24, Melvindale 21
Southgate Anderson 48, Taylor Kennedy 8
Wyandotte Roosevelt 35, Taylor Truman 0
Huron League
Carleton Airport 49, New Boston Huron 32
Monroe Jefferson 75, Grosse Ile 56
Monroe SMCC 39, Riverview 7
Milan 21, Flat Rock 0
KLAA
South
Canton 41, Livonia Franklin 0
Plymouth 68, Wayne Memorial 20
Westland John Glenn 17, Livonia Churchill 14
Central
Northville 57, South Lyon East 13
Novi 17, Livonia Stevenson 6
South Lyon 32, Salem 31 (OT)
North
Walled Lake Central 49, Walled Lake Northern 7
Walled Lake Western 41, Waterford Kettering 0
White Lake Lakeland 49, Waterford Mott 7
West
Brighton 41, Pinckney 14
Hartland 26, Howell 21
Milford 42, Grand Blanc 35 (OT)
MAC
Red
MacombDakota 42, ClintonTownshipChippewaValley 0
Romeo 14, Utica Eisenhower 0
Warren Mott 60, Sterling Heights Stevenson 57
White
Roseville 17, Utica 10
Utica Ford 45, Macomb L’Anse Creuse North 6
Warren Cousino 26, Grosse Pointe North 14
Blue
Grosse Pointe South 43, Sterling Heights 7
New Baltimore Anchor Bay 17, Port Huron 14
Gold
East Detroit 38, Marine City 28
Fraser 30, St Clair 7
Madison Heights Madison 59, SCS Lake Shore 41
Silver
Marysville 61, Warren Woods Tower 58
SCS Lakeview 24, Madison Heights Lamphere 0
Warren Fitzgerald 20, Clinton Township Clintondale 14
Bronze
Clawson 54, New Haven 0
Mt. Clemens at Center Line
SCS South Lake at Warren Lincoln
MIAC
GPW University Liggett 39, Southfield Christian 22
RH Lutheran Northwest 28, Auburn Hills Oakland Chris-
tian 0
Oakland Activities Association
Red
Clarkston 42, Troy Athens 10
Lake Orion 44, Pontiac 13
Rochester 17, Troy 7
West Bloomfield 28, Royal Oak 6
White
Farmington 32, Oxford 7
Farmington Hills Harrison 48, Rochester Hills Stoney
Creek 3
Rochester Adams 44, Southfield-Lathrup 20
Southfield 37, Oak Park 6

Blue
Auburn Hills Avondale 55, Bloomfield Hills Andover 7
Birmingham Seaholm 35, Bloomfield Hills Lahser 17
Brother Rice 35, Highland Park 8
Chelsea 14, Ypsilanti 13
Hazel Park 43, North Farmington 20
Western Wayne
Dearborn 14, Edsel Ford 6
Fordson 36, Belleville 26
Redford Thurston 36, Crestwood 3
Redford Union 34, Garden City 14
Independents/Others
Detroit Catholic Central 35, Inkster 0
Detroit Westside Christian at Onaway (n)
Divine Child 42, Detroit Consortium 0
Ecorse 39, Ypsilanti Willow Run 3
Harper Woods 27, River Rouge 22
Holly 40, Linden 23
Kingston 49, Memphis 21
Lapeer West at Ortonville-Brandon (n)
Macomb Lutheran North 35, Livonia Clarenceville 0
MelvindaleABT20,DearbornHeightsStar International 6
Orchard Lake St Mary’s 48, St. Thomas Moore (Ont.) 7
Robichaud 24, Annapolis 6
Romulus at Detroit Country Day (n)
Saline 17, Ann Arbor Pioneer 7
Tecumseh 16, Ypsilanti Lincoln 12
Temperance Bedford 33, Ann Arbor Huron 6
Warren DeLaSalle vs. London Clarke Road (n)
TODAY’S GAMES
Charter School Conference
Southfield Bradford at Detroit Old Redford, 2
Catholic League Crossovers
Allen Park Cabrini at Royal Oak Shrine Catholic, 2
MAC
Blue
Harrison Township L’Anse Creuse at Port Huron North-
ern, 1
MIAC
Sterling Heights Parkway Christian at Lutheran West-
land, 1
OAA
Blue
Birmingham Groves at Berkley, 1
Others
Hamtramck at Cranbrook Kingswood, 2
Plymouth Christian at Oregon Cardinal Stritch (Ohio),
7:30
U-D Jesuit at Ferndale, 1

WEEK 3
September 16thAll games start at 7 except where noted
Detroit Catholic League AA Division
Ann Arbor Gabriel Richard at Bloomfield Hills Cranbrook
Kingswood, 4
KLAA North
Walled Lake Central at Waterford Kettering
Walled Lake Northern at Waterford Mott
Walled Lake Western at Lakeland
Oakland Activities Association
White
Southfield-Lathrup at Farmington
Blue
Berkley at Andover
Lahser at North Farmington
Hazel Park at Birmingham Groves
Independents/Others
Ann Arbor Skyline at Ann Arbor Pioneer
Detroit Country Day at Birmingham Seaholm
Monroe at Ann Arbor Huron
September 17th
All games start at 7 except where noted
Blue Water Area Conference
Almont at Yale
Armada at Richmond
Capac at Imlay City
Croswell-Lexington at Algonac
Charter School Conference
Cesar Chavez Academy at Chandler Park Academy
OldRedford vs. University Prep at Plymouth Ed. Center, 5
Detroit Catholic League
Central Division
Detroit U-D Jesuit at Orchard Lake St Mary’s, 7:30
AA Division
Pontiac Notre Dame Prep at Macomb Lutheran North
Crossovers
Cardinal Mooney at Bishop Foley
Divine Child at Detroit Catholic Central
Royal Oak Shrine at Riverview Gabriel Richard
Detroit PSL
Division 1
Denby vs. Mumford at King, 7:30
Southeastern at Cass Tech, 4
Division 2
Cody vs. Northwestern at King, 5
Crockett at Henry Ford, 4

Detroit— It was a game that
made one team’s case for a state
title heard, and one team’s case
for dire help.

One drive was all it took for
Detroit Martin Luther King
High (3-0) to take the lead in its
first Detroit Public School divi-
sion game against DetroitMum-
ford, as it rolled to a 52-0 victory.

“We got up early and kept
our concentration,”King coach
Dale Harvel said.

It was actually King’s first
offensive play that sent King
on its way. The play saw sopho-
more quarterback Davaun
Williams complete a 42-yard
touchdown pass to sophomore
Maurice Johnson.

Mumford’s turned the ball
over on its next drive, an inter-
ception by sophomore free
safety Mycial Allen.

That turnover set up the

first touchdown run for King’s
top threat, junior running
back Dennis Norfleet.

Norfleet scored two more
first-half touchdowns.

King scored twice in the fi-
nal 44 seconds of the half, with
one rushing touchdown from
Norfleet and a Leonard Hassle
fumble recovery for a touch-
down for a 32-0 halftime lead.

Norfleet scored on King’s
opening second -half drive be-
fore he was taken out.Norfleet,
who is having by far his best
start to a season, attributes his
rising skills to his hard work.

“I have to improve being pa-
tient and making decisions,”
he said. “I’ve got to be a leader
for this team.”

King has 137 points in its
first three games and has al-
lowed 28.

Mumford is 1-2.

BlakeMeakin is a freelancewriter

KING 52, MUMFORD 0

BY BLAKE MEAKIN
Special to The Detroit News

King defenders Devonte Simms, center, and Tyrone Butler, right,
tackle Mumford’s Jalen Miles during the first quarter.

Robin Buckson/The Detroit News

Highly recruited King
RB dominates in rout


