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Inkster showed up at Novi Detroit
Catholic Central on Friday night

for the first time in school history,
and after taking the opening kickoff,
the Vikings gained 46 yards on their
first seven running plays to move
deep into CC territory.

Greg Carter, Inkster’s coach, beat
CC in his final two years at Detroit
DePorres, so maybe, just maybe, he
had the key to knocking off the No. 1
Shamrocks.

“I was getting frustrated on that
first drive,” said defensive end Bran-
don Tammaro. “But I knew our de-
fense wouldn’t let them score there.
I knew we were going to make a play
because that’s what we do.”

CC did indeed make a play, and it
was Tammaro who dislodged the
ball from the running back’s arm.
Brandon Sullivan recovered the ball
on the CC 25-yard line.

Four plays later, Justin Messner
sprinted 47 yards for a touchdown,
and CC was on its way to a 35-0 rout
of Inkster.

The 46 yards Inkster (1-2) gained
on its first drive were more than it
gained the rest of the half as it strug-
gled against CC’s rugged defense.

“I think they’re good enough to
win a state championship,” said
Carter. “But they’re going to have to
get better, too. I give them a lot of
credit for playing really good de-
fense. They don’t make a lot of mis-
takes. They pounce on you. They do
a good job of fitting in gaps.”

The Shamrock defense did a good
job at everything this night, which is
the way they played in the glory
years when CC became the only
school to win three straight state
titles in the state’s biggest class or
division in 2001, ’02 and ’03.

They must teach a history class in
CC football because Tammaro didn’t
need a reminder of CC’s heritage.

“I’ve heard about the CC defense
— shutout, shutout, shutout,” he
said.

That was the way CC (3-0) played
a year ago when it allowed only 75
points in 14 games and posted eight
shutouts.

Tammaro was a starter on that
team, and there are similarities
between the two defenses.

“Our defense, we just want to kill
everyone,” he said. “We want to shut
out everyone, we want to stop every-
one. Our coaches stress it. We know
we win with defense. We make our
defense our offense. We force turn-
overs and we do what we can to win
games.”

Inkster is a quick team, but every

time its offensive line opened a hole,
it was filled by a CC defender.

“We’re fast,” Tammaro said. “Our
defensive line is as fast as our line-

backers. We’re fast and we play
hard. We had a sophomore starting
and two juniors in the secondary,
but they all play like seniors, every

single one of them and they all play
hard and that’s all we need.”

CC’s history is filled with guys
like Tammaro, who is also an excel-
lent offensive guard who helps CC
chew up large chunks of yardage. He
was a solid player last year and has
blossomed into a dominant player as
a senior.

“He’s very fast, he’s smart and
savvy,” said CC coach TomMach.

“He was very good last year and now
he’s got a whole year of experience.
Now he’s a little smarter, he knows
what to expect. He’s a leader now.”

And he just might lead CC to
another trip downtown to Ford Field
on Thanksgiving weekend.

“This team wants to go 14-0 and
win another state championship,”
Tammaro said. “We don’t want to
lose.”

Novi Detroit Catholic Central 35, Inkster 0

Tammaro, Shamrocks up to task
MICK MCCABE FINDS THE CC
DEFENSE HAS LEADERSHIP, COULD
GO A LONG WAY THIS YEAR
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Catholic Central’s George Darany (86) blocks Inkster’s Dwight Trammer (8) during the Shamrocks’ 35-0 blowout of the Vikings on Friday in Novi. Matthew Godin (62) is at left.

Catholic Central quarterback Mike Birney rolls out of the pocket looking for a receiver
against Inkster.

Catholic Central running back Justin D’Agostino tries to break free from Inkster de-
fenders during the rout.

Romeo scored two second-
half touchdowns to win a de-
fensive grudge match, topping
Macomb Area Conference foe
Utica Eisenhower, 14-0, on Fri-
day.

The teams played to a
scoreless stalemate in the first
half, but juniorTroyZibkowski
interrupted an Eisenhower
drive with 2:45 left in the third
quarter, scoring on a 30-yard
interception return.

“Both teams were flying to
theball,”Romeoco-headcoach
Jason Couch said. “Neither
team, size-wise, is very big, but
both defenses are fast.”

The stellar defense contin-
ued into the fourthquarter, but
Bulldogs (2-1, 2-0) back Ryan
Burkard was finally able to
solve the Eisenhower (2-1, 0-1
MAC Red) defense, scoring on
a 10-yard runwith 1:29 remain-
ing. Burkard finished the game
with 29 carries for 128 yards.

- BY V. COREY GREENLEAF
FREE PRESS SPECIAL WRITER

More MAC

CLAWSON 54, NEW HAVEN 0: Steven
O’Connell had eight carries for 162
yards and three TDs for Clawson (3-0,
2-0 MAC Bronze). O’Connell was also
5-for-10 passing for 137 yards and
four TDs. Joe Smith had three catches
for 106 yards and two TDs. New Haven
is 0-3, 0-2.

GROSSE POINTE SOUTH 43, STER-
LING HEIGHTS 7: Ben Fry completed
13 of 18 passes for 225 yards and four
TDs for South (2-1, 2-0 MAC Blue).
Victor Mattison had six catches for
120 yards and three TDs.

MACOMB DAKOTA 42, CLINTON TWP.
CHIPPEWA VALLEY 0:Mark Morris
was 6-for-10 passing for 112 yards and
a TD for Dakota (2-1, 1-1 MAC Red).
Chippewa Valley is 1-2, 1-1.

MADISON HEIGHTS MADISON 59, ST.
CLAIR SHORES LAKE SHORE 41:
Valdez Showers ran 29 times for 301
yards and five TDs and Isiah Thomas
had a 40-yard fumble recovery and an
interception return for a touchdown
for Madison (2-1, 1-1 MAC Gold).

ST. CLAIR SHORES LAKEVIEW 24,
MADISON HEIGHTS LAMPHERE 0:
Donald Lathum of Lakeview (3-0, 2-1
MAC Silver) ran the ball 34 times for
169 yards and two TDs.

UTICA 17, ROSEVILLE 10: David Peters
and Shane Vanfleteren each had
touchdowns for Utica (3-0).

UTICA FORD 45, MACOMB L’ANSE
CREUSE NORTH 6: Eric Posavetz

scored on a 46-yard punt return, Keith
Lamb had a rushing touchdown, and
Brad Meredith recorded 11 tackles for
Ford (2-1. 2-0 MAC White).

WARREN COUSINO 26, GROSSE
POINTE NORTH 14: Drew McGuire
completed 13 of 18 passes for 176
yards and a 23-yard TD to Ben McCord
for Cousino (2-1, 1-1 MAC White).
McGuire also scored on runs of 1 and 9
yards. Ryan Kryska ran 12 times for
105 yards and scored on a 5-yard run.
North is 1-2, 0-2.

WARREN FITZGERALD 20, CLINTON
TWP. CLINTONDALE 14: DeJaun
Morton gained 143 yards and TDs on
26 carries for Fitzgerald (2-1, 1-1 MAC
Silver).

Detroit Western’s Josh
Bailey intercepted a bobbled
pass on fourth-and-goal from
theWestern 15 to seal a 26-18,
triple-overtime victory over
Detroit Pershing in a Detroit
Public School League cross-
over game Friday.

Pershing’s quarterback
rolled out of the pocket and
threw a pass to his receiver,
who bobbled the ball and was
hit, popping the ball loose
and into Bailey’s hands.

“Thewhole sideline ran on
the field,” Western offensive
coordinator Leonard Mora-
wa said. “It was very emo-
tional for everyone. The
team really pulled through.”

With the score tied at 18
after two overtimes, Chris-
tian Matlock scored on a 7-
yard run and Rob Hughes
ran in the two-point conver-
sion to putWestern up, 26-18.

Pershing had scored a
touchdown to tie the game at
12 with 40 seconds left to
play, but Western held on

Pershing’s two-point conver-
sion try, forcing overtime.

“After we stopped the
two-point try, we told the
guys to stick to what wewere
doing and we’d be fine,” Mo-
rawa said.

After a scoreless first
overtime, Bailey, who went
7-for-12 passing for 131 yards
and two touchdowns, hit
Jimmy Jackson for a 10-yard
pass in the second overtime.
Pershing answered with a
score to tie it at 18.

Matlock ran 24 times for
219 yards and two scores for
Western (1-2).

Pershing is 1-2.
- BY MICHAEL HORAN

FREE PRESS SPECIAL WRITER

DETROIT CASS TECH 55, DETROIT
DENBY 0: Keith Moore was 18-
for-22 for 308 yards and two touch-
downs and Kishon Wilcher ran two
times for 15 yards and had two
rushing TDs and one receiving for
Cass Tech (3-0).

DETROIT CROCKETT 24, DETROIT
CODY 20: Crockett’s Brian Blackburn
went 21-for-30 passing for 315
yards and three TDs. Junior James
White caught nine passes for 150

yards and one TD. Ashton Gaines
caught seven passes for 75 yards
and one TD.

DETROIT KING 52, DETROIT MUM-
FORD 0: Junior running back Dennis
Norfleet had 17 carries for 234
yards and four touchdowns and
sophomore James Alexander had
four receptions for 50 yards for King
(3-0).

DETROIT RENAISSANCE 25, DE-
TROIT HENRY FORD 12: Chris Norris
had 22 carries for 173 yards and two
touchdowns and Quentin Bobbi had
six tackles and two sacks for Re-
naissance (2-1).

DETROIT SOUTHEASTERN 45,
DETROIT NORTHWESTERN 27:
Aubrey Orr went 6-of-12 passing for
115 yards and four touchdowns,
Darryl Flemster scored three touch-
downs, including a 75-yard kick
return, and Mercedes Williamson
had two touchdown receptions for
Southeastern (2-0).

DETROIT SOUTHWESTERN 18,
DETROIT OSBORN 0: Junior quarter-
back Shaquille Scribner completed
6-of-11 passes for 192 yards and
two touchdowns for Southwestern
(1-2). Wideouts James Chapell and
Jason Adams caught TD passes of
53 and 22 yards, respectively. Back
Alex Bartholomew rushed 13 times
for 106 yards and scored from 2
yards out.

Detroit Public School League

Western picks off Pershing in 3OTs
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More preps online!
� Read our daily roundup of
Friday’s scores.

� Check out our photo gallery
from Inkster at Novi Detroit
Catholic Central.

� Check our our photo gallery
from Lake Orion at Pontiac.

� See how Son of Swami fared
in his picks of the top five
games in the state – plus
scores from across the state.

� All at www.freep.com
/highschoolsports.

Macomb Area Conference

Romeo wins defensive struggle
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