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Less than half of those have
won a title, with just four from
the county so far – Warren
Woods in 1978, Chippewa Valley
in 2001 and Dakota in 2006 and
2007.

If the Titans are able to add to
that total of county state cham-
pions, it will be a real feather in
the east side’s football helmet.

Catholic Central is a program
that has been a big-time player
on the state stage.

CC has won nine state crowns
in the playoff era and eight in the
past 19 seasons.

Everyone knows that adds up
to a formidable foe.

Not having Justice Wright in
the backfield … if he’s not able to
return from an injury … will
hamper the Stevenson chances.

That, however, doesn’t mean
that the Titans aren’t going to
win with the Wise Guy pick
being Stevenson by 2.

Rick Bye winning a state
championship … the Wise Guy
loves the sound of that dream-
come-true for a first-class coach
and person with a remarkable
staff.

And so the Wise Guy will lead
the cheers even if I can’t do it out-
right.

Line by line in Governator
fashion, the first letters spell out
how the Wise Guy feels about
Saturday’s Stevenson/Catholic
Central game.

Send comments to sports@ma-
combdaily.com.

this far?

Only 14 Macomb County foot-

ball teams have ever played for a

state championship.

rem, a 1,000-yard receiver in his
own right.

Have you any idea how unu-

sual it is to have a team advance

man who now holds the state rec-

ord for receiving yards in a sin-

gle season.

Then there’s Marcus Beau-

Can you believe how Jason

Fracassa got battered, but still

got the job done.

And the routes by D.J. Mersh-

The way that Charlie Walker
stripped that ball loose.

WISE GUY: Wants Titans to beat Detroit Catholic Central in Division 1 final
Continued from Page 1B

Chelsea’s Hill named
Division 3-4 Player of Year

O’Brien of Flint Powers Catho-
lic (eight interceptions) and AJ
McEwen of East Grand Rapids.

Jesse Sykes of Trenton was
chosen as the placekicker after
nailing all eight of his field-
goal attempts, and Jarritt Or-
lando of Ogemaw Heights is
the punter after averaging 46.3.

The specialist is Danny Car-
roll of Lake Shore. He caught
41 passes for 557 yards, rushed
for 421 yards, made 92 tackles,
intercepted seven passes and
broke up 18.

Jason McIntyre of Mount
Pleasant earned Coach of the
Year honors after guiding the
team to its first undefeated reg-
ular season since 1992.

Run with 40 career sacks, re-
peat All-Stater Brandon Dyk-
stra of Hudsonville Unity
Christian, Tyler Lemke of
Mount Pleasant, 6-foot-4, 380-
pound Kenneth Woodget of
Highland Park and Steven
Chuhran of Division 4 power
Marine City.

The linebackers include
Adam Koning of Hamilton,
Earnest Thomas of Orchard
Lake St. Mary, Jovan Wilson of
Melvindale and Jamel Abrams
of Marine City.

Tony Lippett of Detroit
Crockett had nine intercep-
tions and was the leading vote-
getter among the defensive
backs. Joining him are Patrick

EAST LANSING (AP) —
The Hill turned into a moun-
tain.

Nick Hill set a mountain of
records during his four-year

football
career at
Chelsea.

The
running
back
rushed for

6,810 yards and 96 touchdowns.
Even though he was slowed

by injuries this season and
didn’t carry the ball in the sec-
ond half of four blowouts, Hill
ran for 1,989 yards and 33 TDs.

He has been named the Divi-
sion 3-4 Player of the Year by
the 10-member panel that se-
lects the Associated Press All-
State team.

Hill is 5-foot-7 but weighs 179
pounds and runs with power.

“He’s extremely strong and
powerful. He has tremendous
vision and a great burst of ac-
celeration,” Chelsea coach
Brad Bush said. “He always
played great in the big games.
He’s by far the best running
back we’ve ever had.”

He’s also one of the best in
state history. Hill’s 96 career
rushing touchdowns are the
second-highest, according to
the Michigan High School Ath-
letic Association Web site. His
6,810 yards rank fifth.

He will graduate early and
enroll at Michigan State.

The other All-State running
backs are Jon McCann of
Mount Pleasant, who was
voted the Saginaw Valley
League MVP; Onaje Miller of
Lansing Sexton, who rushed
for 26 touchdowns and added
seven other TDs on kick re-
turns, and Kirk Spencer of 13-0
East Grand Rapids, the top-
ranked team all season in Divi-
sion 3.

Receivers include Mitch Va-
nEffen of Escanaba, who
scored touchdowns six differ-
ent ways; Colin Voss of East
Grand Rapids, a strong block-
ing tight end; Alec Beattie of
Fremont, who had 1,035 yards
in receptions, and Mitch Koz-
lowski of Lamphere, who
hauled in 14 touchdown
passes.

Cody Marks of Linden and
Nick Ens of Grand Rapids
Catholic Central are the quar-
terbacks. Marks passed for
more than 7,000 yards and
better than 100 touchdowns in
his career. Ens threw for 2,306
yards and 27 TDs this season.

The linemen include Vince
DeAgostino of Petoskey with
79 tackles and five forced fum-
bles, Northwestern recruit
Paul Jorgensen of DeWitt, Gar-
rett Davis of Ypsilanti Willow

Division 3-4 All-State Team

Football

Division 3-4

All-State

LINEBACKERS
Michael Carter, St. Joseph; Tyler Weclowski, New

Boston Huron; Nate Armstrong, Linden; Winston Lar-
son, Kingsford; Tiaan De Nysschen, Bloomfield Hills
Lahser.

DEFENSIVE BACKS
Dylan Schultz, Williamston; Wayne Pettus, Melvin-

dale.

SPECIALIST
Jordan Schumann, Bay City John Glenn.

KICKER
Jacob Derby, Mason.

PUNTER
Anthony Miller, Riverview.

COACHES
Peter Stuursma, East Grand Rapids; Tony Scarcel-

li, Marine City.

HONORABLE MENTION (nominees receiving one
or no votes from the 10-member panel):

QUARTERBACKS
Drew Collins, Adrian; Terrence Moore, Ypsilanti;

Forrest Dorman, Big Rapids; Gary Silvers, Cadillac;
Marty Mitchell, Divine Child.

RUNNING BACKS
Tyler Ellsworth, Cadillac; Ryan LaFlure, Bay City

John Glenn; Jamaal Jackson, St. Joseph; Jodeci
Mays, Carleton Airport; Dex Teen, Grosse Ile; Brad
Siler, Marysville; Derek Sievers, Byron Center.

RECEIVERS
Reid Norman, Cadillac; Jordan Johnson, DeWitt;

Efe Scott-Emuakpor, East Lansing; Kyle Sampson, Di-
vine Child

LINEMEN
Anthony Zettel, Ogemaw Heights; Briar Keen, Ess-

exville-Garber; Matt Duffiney, Cheboygan; James Jack-
son, DeWitt; Thom Box, Milan; Chris Eddins, Beverly
Hills Detroit Country Day; Sam Danielson, Vicksburg.

LINEBACKERS
Nick Dion, Essexville-Garber; Mike Suter, Petos-

key; Nick Moore, Petoskey; Daniel Hartsig, Three Riv-
ers; Andy Phillips, Lansing Waverly; Greg Glaser, Adri-
an; Desmond Martin, Redford Thurston; Drew Stokes,
Bloomfield Hills Lahser; Austin Gray, Fitzgerald; Tar-
ran Rankin, Croswell-Lexington; Lanier Logan, High-
land Park.

DEFENSIVE BACKS
Colby Aures, Marine City; Zack Giller, Chelsea;

Kyle Johnson, Adrian; Steve Green, Marysville.

SPECIALISTS
Devonte Jones, St. Joseph; Clay Satterelli, Mason;

Gary Hunter, Orchard Lake St. Mary; Joe McLean,
Beverly Hills Detroit Country Day.

KICKER
Daniel Pittsley, Mount Pleasant.

PUNTER
Mike Sadler, Grand Rapids Forest Hills Northern;

Jake Doyle, Flint Powers Catholic.

COACH
Andrew Pratley, Ogemaw Heights.

The 2009 Associated Press Division 3-4 All-State
football team, selected by Michigan sports writers:

PLAYER OF THE YEAR
Nick Hill, Chelsea, 5-7, 179, Sr.

QUARTERBACKS
Nick Ens, Grand Rapids Catholic Central, 6-3, 215,

Sr.
Cody Marks, Linden, 5-11, 175, Sr.

RUNNING BACKS
Nick Hill, Chelsea, 5-7, 179, Sr.
Jon McCann, Mount Pleasant, 6-2, 185, Sr.
Kirk Spencer, East Grand Rapids, 5-11, 174, Sr.
Onaje Miller, Lansing Sexton, 5-11, 188, Jr.

RECEIVERS
Mitch VanEffen, Escanaba, 6-0, 195, Sr.
Colin Voss, East Grand Rapids, 6-7, 225, Sr.
Alec Beattie, Fremont, 6-4, 190, Sr.
Mitch Kozlowski, Lamphere, 5-7, 163, Jr.

LINEMEN
Paul Jorgensen, DeWitt, 6-7, 278, Sr.
Kenneth Woodget, Highland Park, 6-4, 380, Sr.
Brandon Dykstra, Hudsonville Unity Christian, 6-2,

290, Sr.
Tyler Lemke, Mount Pleasant, 6-4, 255
Steven Chuhran, Marine City, 6-2, 270, Sr.
Vince DeAgostino, Petoskey, 6-2, 210, Sr.
Garrett Davis, Ypsilanti Willow Run, 6-3, 285, Sr.

LINEBACKERS
Adam Koning, Hamilton, 6-0 190, Sr.
Earnest Thomas, Orchard Lake St. Mary, 6-1, 207,

Sr.
Jovan Wilson, Melvindale, 6-3, 215, Sr.
Jamel Abrams, Marine City, 6-0, 215, Jr.

DEFENSIVE BACKS
Tony Lippett, Detroit Crockett, 6-3, 185, Sr.
AJ McEwen, East Grand Rapids, 5-9, 168, Sr.
Patrick O’Brien, Flint Powers Catholic, 6-4, 220, Sr.

SPECIALIST
Danny Carroll, Lake Shore, 5-10, 170, Sr.

PUNTER
Jarritt Orlando, Ogemaw Heights, 6-3, 220, Sr.

PLACEKICKER
Jesse Sykes, Trenton, 5-10, 170, Sr.

COACH OF THE YEAR
Jason McIntyre, Mount Pleasant.

SPECIAL MENTION (nominees receiving two
or more votes from the 10-member panel):

QUARTERBACKS
Jimmy Williams, DeWitt; Aaron Spence, Three Riv-

ers.

RUNNING BACK
Loren Suggs, Grand Rapids West Catholic; Jamar

Wimberly, Marshall.

RECEIVERS
Jesse Patterson, Linden; Austin Gaines, Detroit

Crockett.

LINEMEN
Gabe Sochanek, Grand Rapids West Catholic;

John Kamps, Zeeland East; Kaleb Bell, Detroit Crock-
ett.

Girls Baskeball

MAC White Preview

See MAC WHITE, Page 8B

the “catalyst to what we do offen-
sively and defensively.” Junior
Marie Mets and senior Jessica
Ratkiewicz are also expected to
step up and contribute.

“We’re very deep at the guard
position, but I haven’t really set a
rotation yet. We’ve got a lot of
young girls fighting for positions
and minutes,” Hernden said.
“The team chemistry last year
was incredible. We never had a
team come together like that. The
girls have to accept the new chal-
lenge that this year brings. We’ll
need some leaders to emerge.”

Utica
Coach: Tom McDonald
2008-09 record: 3-7 White, 5-17

overall
Outlook: It’s almost déjà vu

all over again for coach McDo-
nald as he starts his 14th cam-
paign as head coach. When the
horn sounds he sees six of his top
eight players from last year still
on the court.

“We lost less than most of the
teams in the division,” acknowl-
edged McDonald. “We were play-
ing our best basketball at the end
of the year last year. As coaches
we hated to see the season end
when it did. Our hope is that we
build off that experience and do
some good things this year.”

With hopes of turning around
their 3-7 record from a year ago
and competing for the MAC
White crown instead of throwing
in the white towel, the Chieftains
will rely on four returning
starters. Heading the cast of re-
turnees is senior guard and four-
year player Katrina Suchoski.
Senior Katherine Johnston is ex-
pected to fill up the post and pos-
sibly reach double-double aver-
ages after sporting 7.5 points and
seven rebounds per game last
year. Leading scorer junior Eryn

Romeo
Coach: Connie Hernden
2008-09 record: 10-0 White, 22-

3 overall
Outlook: The Bulldogs are

coming off a banner year that
concluded with a loss to Lake
Orion in a Class A regional
championship game. Before the
post-season finally ran out
though, the Bulldogs had posted
a 22-3 overall record, including a
10-0 run in the MAC White, and
garnered some district cham-
pionship hardware.

“It’s going to be real difficult to
do that again. We had one of those
special years that just came to-
gether. It was really unexpected.
We had special kids, talent, and
team chemistry. Everybody under-
stood their roles,” said Hernden.

The Bulldogs must overcome
the graduation loss of Paige Sick-
miller, the MAC White MVP and
The Macomb Daily player of the
year, and Samantha Tomaschko,
who set the school season and ca-
reer records last year for blocked
shots.

“It’s definitely going to be hard
to top that. Last year is over with.
It was a great season, but it’s time
to wipe the slate clean,” Hernden
added. “It’s a different squad with
different personalities and we
have to set new goals.”

Hernden will look to three re-
turning players to keep momen-
tum going and maintain the suc-
cess the Bulldogs have expe-
rienced over the past several
campaigns despite being a small-
er team.

Junior Ashley Flinn, at 5-foot-
10, is the tallest girl on the roster
and senior Katie Becker, who has
verbally committed to Northern
Michigan, are expected to share
time at power forward and to help
ignite the Bulldogs’ attack.

According to Hernden, junior
point guard Shanyn McIntyre is

Another in a series of girls
basketball previews. Today,
county teams from the Ma-
comb Area Conference White
Division:

By John K. Schroder
Special to The Macomb Daily

Dakota
Coach: Phil McCune
2008-09 record: 8-2 White, 17-6

overall
Outlook: Despite losing four

starters, coach McCune feels
comfortable looking down his
bench at all the depth that he can
call on to help the Cougars over-
throw Romeo as defending MAC
White champs this year.

Senior small forward LaQwa-
na Dockery is the lone starter
back, but if the 2nd Team All-
County honoree can improve
slightly on her 15 points and five
rebounds per game average of a
year ago, Dakota will be in good
hands.

“Even though we lost four
starters, I’m really happy with
what we have,” said McCune.
“All the players mesh very well.
We’re going to be quick and we
should be able to run a little bit.”

Several other players will be
vying for minutes in the start-
ing rotation. Five-foot-7 junior
shooting guard Kourtney
Thomas and 5-foot-10 senior
power forward Kaitlyn Downey
are frontrunners to land start-
ing spots. Heather Kehrer, a 6-
foot-2 senior center, who played
quite a few minutes per game
last year, is expected to contrib-
ute after suffering a torn ACL
injury six months ago. Ashley
Thomas heads a list of other
contributors that includes
sophomore Erica Manduzzi,
senior Lauren Galanty, and ju-
nior Jackie Abraham.

Two freshmen guards – Miran-
da Bates and Olivia Savage –
could push other players for sig-
nificant minutes. McCune calls
Bates the best freshmen he has
seen in his five years with Dako-
ta.

As far as moving up in the
MAC White standings, McCune
takes a wait and see approach.

“I wouldn’t count Romeo
out. They’ve got some good
players and they’ll be tough.
Utica has some good players
back, too, and they will take a
big step up,” McCune said. “I
think we can compete with the
amount of talent we have. We
preach defense. Everybody
can’t just talk about playing
defense, they will have to go
out and play tough defense for
us to win.”

Bulldogs look to stay
on top in MAC White

We lost less than most teams in
the division. We were playing our
best basketball at the end of the
year last year. As coaches we hated
to see the season end when it did.

— Tom McDonald
Utica girls basketball coach
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