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Like a
Hurricane
Erik Cole tallies

sixth hat trick

of his career.

— PAGE 8B

Up Next

Lions

at Cincinnati

Time: 1 p.m.

today

TV: Ch. 2

COOK

Former Cougar lineman anchors Bengals’ offensive line
from Bengals offensive line coach
Paul Alexander, Droski’s old line
coach at Central Michigan –– and
he was on Cincinnati’s practice
squad for the 2007 season. (Alex-
ander also was one of Cook’s in-
structors at the Midwest Linemen’s
Camp at Albion).

Last year, Cook played in five
games on special teams before a dis-
located toe forced him on the in-

“It’s really a pretty proud mo-
ment for us,” Dakota coach Mike
Giannone said.

Cook’s commitment both to his
sport and his community adds to
the pride.

An undrafted rookie free agent
after serving as a captain at Michi-
gan State, Cook was one of the last
players cut from the Minnesota Vi-
kings training camp two years ago.

But he signed with the Bengals ––
aided by a phone call to Droski

school reason to beam.
Cook has started all 11 games at

center this season for the 8-3 Ben-
gals, anchoring an offensive line
that has helped the team average
135.3 rushing yards per game.

Today, he will make another
start, this one against his home-
town team. His high school has
played up the game, plastering
posters of Cook –– a three-year
starter and all-state performer for
the Cougars –– on the walls.

Brown Stadium.
“I never

dreamed he’d be
one of those
guys,” Droski
said on his cell
phone Friday
night as he was
driving to Cincin-
nati for the game.

Cook has given
Droski, his former offensive line
coach at Dakota, and his high

By John Hetzler
Macomb Daily Sports Writer

Art Droski remembers the first
time he saw Kyle Cook. It was at the
Midwest Linemen’s Camp at Albi-
on College a decade ago, and Cook
was a big freshman on the Dakota
High School football team.

Today, Droski will see Cook
again, this time as the starting
center for the Cincinnati Bengals
in their matchup against the De-
troit Lions at Cincinnati’s Paul See COOK, Page 6B

Hentgen
on baseball
HOF ballot
Fraser grad won
1996 A.L. Cy Young
By George Pohly
Macomb Daily Sports Editor

It’s time for Pat Hentgen to
make his hall of fame pitch.

The former Fraser High
School standout is one of 15 play-
ers on the
National
Baseball
Hall of
Fame ballot
for the first
time.

Voting is being done by the
Baseball Writers’ Association of
America active and honorary
members who have been active
baseball writers for at least 10
years.

Results will be announced
early next year.

Hentgen pitched 14 seasons,
from 1991-2004, with the Blue
Jays, Cardinals and Orioles. He
won the American League Cy
Young Award in 1996 and was
named Pitcher of the Year that
season by The Sporting News.

Baseball

Hall of

Fame

See HENTGEN, Page 6B

See MAC RED, Page 6B

Big Reds
look to finish
nea top of
MAC Red

Third in a series of boys high

school basketball previews.

Today, county teams from the

Macomb Area Conference Red

Division: Chippewa Valley,

Dakota, Eisenhower, Ford,

L’Anse Creuse, L’Anse Creuse

North, Romeo.

By John Hetzler
Macomb Daily Sports Writer

Chippewa Valley
Coach: Kevin Voss
2008-09 Record: 4-8 MAC Red,

10-11 overall
Outlook:

Chippewa
Valley has
won three
MAC Red
Division ti-
tles in the
last eight
years –– as many as any other
team in that span –– though none

High

School

Boys

Basketball

Wings stage comeback, but fall in SO

AP photo

New Jersey Devils goaltender Martin Brodeur, right, makes a save as Detroit Red Wings’ Justin Abdelkader looks for a rebound during
the first period.

NEWARK, N.J. (AP) — The
Detroit Red Wings rallied from
two goals down to force over-
time, but Patrik Elias scored in
the fourth round of a shootout to
give the New Jersey Devils a 4-3
victory Saturday night.

The Devils won their second
home game in two nights and for

the eighth
time in their
last nine at
the Pruden-
tial Center.

Jamie
Langen-
brunner,
Johnny
Oduya and
Rob Nieder-
mayer
scored in

regulation for the Devils. Kris
Draper, Tomas Holmstrom and
Patrick Eaves had goals for De-
troit.

Detroit’s Pavel Datsyuk and
the Devils’ Zach Parise scored in
the first round of the shootout,
but New Jersey goalie Martin
Brodeur and Red Wings counter-
part Chris Osgood both stopped
the next two attempts.

Brodeur then made a save on
Ville Leino before Elias went to

Elias tallies
game winner as
Brodeur outduels
Osgood in 4-3 loss

See WINGS, Page 6B

Up Next

Red Wings at New

York Rangers

Time: 7 p.m.

Today

AP photo

Alabama’s Mark Ingram (22) celebrates his second quarter touch-
down with teammates Roy Upchurch (5) and Mike Johnson (78)

No. 1 Florida
no problem
for the Tide

since 1992.
“Everyone had to buy into not

to be denied in this game,” Saban
said, getting back to business

on Saturday, No. 2 Alabama
again stands supreme in the
Southeastern Conference. More
important, the Tide is just one
win away from an even bigger
title — its first national crown

ATLANTA (AP) — The move
was so unlike Nick Saban. The
Alabama coach put away all that
boardroom talk for a leaping
shoulder bump with star run-
ning back Mark Ingram.

The Crimson Tide was back on
top.

Across the way, Tim Tebow
couldn’t do a thing, tears stream-
ing down his cheeks as he watched
the clock wind down on an ending
that wasn’t in his farewell plan.

With Ingram and Greg McEl-
roy leading an emphatic 32-13
chomping of top-ranked Florida

’Bama rolls to 32-13
win over the Gators

the Alamo
Bowl or the
Insight
Bowl. The
decision is
not expect-
ed until
Sunday,

after the BCS makes its selec-
tion of Big Ten teams.

Dantonio told reporters he
was “very, very disappointed”
by the incident.

“We talk all the time about
our choices as people, and about
making the right choice,” Dan-
tonio said. “I think it’s a very
traumatic experience for this
program. We’ve got to be able to
get past this situation.”

Dantonio said he is staying
out of the investigation and that
campus police have acted “very
responsibly” during the probe.

EAST LANSING (AP) —
Michigan State coach Mark
Dantonio said Saturday that
players suspended for being
present at a campus fight will
not make the Spartans’ upcom-
ing bowl trip.

Dantonio has kicked two
players off the team and sus-
pended eight others as police
continue to investigate the Nov.
22 fight at a campus dorm in-
volving players and fraternity
members. No charges have
been filed.

The players suspended ear-
lier this week include starting
defensive back Chris L. Rucker
and wide receivers Mark Dell
and B.J. Cunningham.

The Spartans (6-6) could go to

Dantonio: Suspended
players won’t make trip
 ‘We’ve got to be able
to get past this
situation,’ coach says

See ALABAMA, Page 7B See MSU, Page 7B

SEC

Championship

Bowl
Hopes
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A time to celebrate history
line taken from Canadian poet
John McCrae’s “In Flanders
Fields” … To you from failing
hands, we throw the torch; be
yours to hold it high.

McCrae was writing using the
voice of fallen soldiers in World
War I. It’s a brilliant piece that
has spurred Canadians to wear
poppies every Rembrance Day in
honor of their military.

In no way am I drawing a com-
parison between sports and war.
Overused and inaccurate.

But seeing players like Serge
Savard and Larry Robinson
skating as old men, Friday …
men who I remember as invinci-
ble … reminds us that our sta-
tion in life is transient.

To you from failing hands, we
throw the torch; be yours to hold
it high.

We received the torch from
those who went before us. We
will soon hand the torch off to
those who follow.

Hopefully, the next generation
will have an interest in history.

in 2003, rarely was it mentioned
that the all-time loss record (134)
belonged to the Cleveland Spid-
ers of 1899 … that was just too
long ago to mention.

Is history uncomfortable be-
cause of our ignorance?

Nowadays, you can spend
hours on the internet, going
through one information door-
way to the next to the next, learn-
ing about most anything that
happened 100 years ago.

But not many of us choose to
look up the Detroit baseball team
that won the National League
pennant in the 1880s. Or the ex-
ploits of early great Red Wings
like Larry Aurie.

It’s been said before, but with-
out knowing the history, you
don’t know where you’re cur-
rently standing. And so, how can
you possibly know what direc-
tion you need to go?

Which brings us back to the
Montreal Canadiens.

That franchise has the ulti-
mate quote in its locker room, a

veau, Emile Bouchard and Elmer
Lach on hand for the ceremony,
which included the retiring of Bou-
chard’s and Lach’s numbers.

They say that the old Montreal
Forum used to have ghosts which
influenced the outcome of many a
game, Howie Morenz and Newsy
Lalonde helping from the rafters.

Friday night looked a lot like
ghosts skating on the Bell Center
ice.

Now I’m sure that I’m sound-
ing like a man whose 1970s child-
hood was brought back to life for
a moment. I am.

And I’m guessing that many
people could care less about old
hockey players, many of whom
they have never heard.

And that’s a shame.
The history of all our sports

gets brushed aside for conven-
ience. We don’t bring up the dec-
ades of major-league hockey be-
fore the beginning of the Origi-
nal Six because it’s too much to
deal with. When the Tigers were
on their way to losing 119 games

This started out as a column
examining the early-season lead-

ers for the
NHL’s post-
season awards.

When did
that idea die?
About three
seconds into
Friday’s pre-
game ceremo-
ny in Montreal
celebrating the
100th anniver-
sary of the Ca-
nadiens.

Did you get a
chance to watch
that? It was on

both Ch. 9 and the NHL Network.
My goodness. They brought

out all the Habs legends and had
them do a warmup skate. Ken
Dryden and Patrick Roy even
took some shots.

There was Henri Richard. Guy
Lapointe. Guy Lafleur. Larry Rob-
inson. Steve Shutt. They didn’t
skate, but there was also Jean Beli-

NHL Power Rankings

1 San Jose – Thornton tops league in points. (3)
2 Washington – On roll with Varlamov in net. (6)
3 New Jersey –  Stingiest defense in league. (1)
4 Pittsburgh –  Won six of seven. (10)
5 Calgary –  Second only to Caps in 5-on-5. (9)
6 Chicago – By far, fewest shots allowed in league. (2)
7 Buffalo –  Miller cementing his case to be U.S Olympic goalie. (5)
8 Los Angeles – Quick one of league’s top goalies. (12)
9 Atlanta –  Biggest surprise in standings. (11)
10 Nashville – Dumont leads Preds in scoring. (16)
11 Colorado –  Fewest shots on goal in league. (7)
12 Phoenix –  So much better without Gretzky. (18)
13 Dallas –  Hard to like Ott. (17)
14 Boston –  Second-worst offense in league. (20)
15 Ottawa – Not sorry they gave up on Emery. (13)
16 Vancouver – Hasn’t lost in OT or shootout. (21)
17 DETROIT –  Never good on fathers’ trips. (15)
18 Columbus –  Lost seven of eight. (8)
19 Philadelphia – Fire head coach Stevens. (4)
20 Tampa Bay – Leads league in OT losses. (14)
21 St. Louis –  Worst power play in league. (26)
22 N.Y. Islanders – Tavares is real deal. (22)
23 N.Y. Rangers –  Cooled off from promising start. (19)
24 Minnesota –  Maybe Lemaire was right. (28)
25 Montreal –  Retire Nos. 16 and 3. (23)
26 Florida –  No surprise, most shots allowed in league. (24)
27 Edmonton –  Seem to enjoy playing the Wings. (25)
28 Anaheim –  Second-best power play in league. (27)
29 Toronto –  Surprisingly, most shots on goal in league. (30)
30 Carolina – Worst offense, worst defense. (29)

HENTGEN:
Makes
HOF ballot
Continued from Page 1B

A right-hander, Hentgen led
the A.L. in complete games in
1996 with 10 and in 1997 with
nine.

He had career record of 131-121
with a 4.32 ERA and 10 shutouts.
Hentgen helped Toronto win the
1993 World Series, going 1-0 in
the Fall Classic. He was named
to three All-Star teams.

To gain hall of fame election, a
candidate must receive votes on
at least 75 percent of the ballots
cast.

Voters may vote for up to 10
players each year. No write-in
votes are allowed.

Other players on the ballot for
the first time: Roberto Alomar,
Kevin Appier, Ellis Burks, An-
dres Galarraga, Mike Jackson,
Eric Karros, Ray Lankford,
Barry Larkin, Edgar Martinez,
Fred McGriff, Shane Reynolds,
David Segui, Robin Ventura and
Todd Zeile.

In order to be placed on the bal-
lot, a player must have played at
least 10 seasons in the major
leagues; been inactive as a play-
er for at least five calendar years
preceding the election and nomi-
nated by at least two of the six-
member BBWAA screening
committee.

Former Tigers pitcher Jack
Morris and shortstop Alan
Trammell are on the ballot.
Morris is on for the 11th year,
Trammell for the ninth year.
Players must be named on at
least five percent of ballots in
one year to be listed on the ballot
the following year.

Others on the ballot: Harold
Baines, Bert Blyleven, Andre
Dawson, Don Mattingly, Mark
McGwire, Dale Murphy, Dave
Parker, Tim Raines and Lee
Smith.

Players may remain on the
ballot for 15 years.

Send comments to
george.pohly@macombdaily.com.

But this one
I’m not just going
to watch it, I’m
going to tape it.

— Mike Giannone
Dakota football coach

jured reserve and ended his sea-
son.

This season Cook has played a
key role in Cincinnati’s surpris-
ing run to the top of the AFC
North, and an article on the Ben-
gals’ official Web site credits
Cook with much of the offensive
line’s success.

“They’ve done a (heck) of a good
job,” Droski said. “Paul’s told me
Kyle’s intelligent and makes all
the right calls for the line.”

While Droski and Giannone
are proud of Cook’s on-field ac-
complishments, they are just as
impressed by his dedication to
his community.

Cook often talks to Droski’s
class at Seneca Middle School in
the offseason, and Giannone said
Cook sent e-mails to high school
players he worked with over the
summer.

Dakota plans to honor Cook by
retiring his uniform sometime
this winter, and the football team
has renamed its award for the top

COOK: Has started every
game for Cincinnati
Continued from Page 1B

offensive lineman after him.
For Dakota, today will be a spe-

cial day.
“I told everybody I don’t al-

ways watch all of the Lions’
games,” Giannone said. “But
this one I’m not just going to
watch it, I’m going to tape it.”

Similarly, today’s game will
prove special for Droski, who
maintains a close relationship
with Cook and his family, and
often hunts and fishes with Kyle
in the offseason.

“It’s fun to see him get to this
position,” Droski said.

Romeo
Coach: Dale Teller
2008-09 Record: 9-3 MAC Red,

18-5 overall
Outlook: On balance, Teller

likes what he sees from his
squad, one that can go 10-deep
and will need to use versatility to
overcome a lack of height.

“I’ve never had a team quite
like this,” said Teller, who has
coached the Bulldogs since the
1999-2000 season. “But it’s kind of
fun to play that way.”

Senior point guard Ryan
Thomas, a three-year varsity
player, is the only returning
starter for Romeo.

“He’s one of the guys who
makes the offense run,” Teller
said. “For us to be as successful
as we think we can be, we need
him to distribute the ball.”

The Bulldogs have six other
seniors on the roster who saw
playing time last year: guard
Ryan Gregorwski, guard Logan
Fracalossi, forward Ed Theut,
forward/center Steve Saliga, for-
ward/guard Spencer Szwejk and
forward/guard Jason Schirmer.

“These kids have played to-
gether quite a bit,” Teller said.

Teller also expects big things
from junior guards Nathan
Fraeyman and Taylor Brynaert,
and he calls both versatile play-
ers.

Romeo’s tallest player is
Theut, who is “6-3 if he’s lucky,”
Teller said.

With that in mind, the funda-
mentals will be key.

“We have to be able to funda-
mentally box out,” Teller said.
“Because if we don’t, we’re going
to get hammered on the boards.”

Romeo saw its string of consec-
utive MAC Red championships
snapped at three last season, but
the Bulldogs still finished second
in the division and posted an 18-5
overall record. Several coaches
said Romeo remains a team to
watch in the league race, and
Teller also feels his squad can
contend.

“We’re going to be OK,” Teller
said. “It’s going to be chaotic, but
hopefully it’s going to be con-
trolled chaos.”

said. “He’s called upon to be an
animal on the glass, but he’s ex-
panded his range this year.”

Senior guard Jerome Doggett
also returns after starting sever-
al games last season. Doggett
made 40 percent of his 3-point at-
tempts last season while sharing
some point guard duties, and
Haas expects his attempts to in-
crease this season as he moves
off the ball.

Junior guard DuJuan Hender-
son is expected to take on an ex-
panded role after serving as a
sparkplug off the bench last sea-
son. Haas said Henderson can
slash to the basket and he is one
of the team’s quickest players off
the dribble.

Junior Giovanni Gordon will
play small forward, and Haas
said he has “improved a ton.”

Devin Mitchell, a 6-3 forward,
will help out L’Anse Creuse in-
side, and junior Brian Keyes will
take over at point guard as the
Lancers will try to push an up-
tempo style.

Junior guard Jawuan Doggett
also will see time after playing
on the junior-varsity squad last
year, and junior Terrell Wright
will give the Lancers depth at
point guard when he becomes
eligible in the second semester.

“In order to play the style we
have to have some depth,” Haas
said. “Fortunately we can play
eight to 10 guys. We have some
versatility.”

L’Anse Creuse North
Coach: Jay Seletsky
2008-09 Record: 4-8 MAC Red,

7-14 overall
Outlook: Seletsky wants the

Crusaders to pick up the pace as
they begin their second season
in the MAC Red.

“Last year was a tough transi-
tion,” Seletsky said. “We really
slowed it down. We’re going to
try to spread the floor and get the
ball up the floor. We’re going to
try to be a more up-tempo team.”

Seletsky’s hopes rest with an
experienced squad that returns
three starters, led by junior
point guard Calvin Curry.

“He sets the tempo for us, and
he really sets the tone for us,” Se-
letsky said. “He’s a big factor for
how we’re going to go offensively
and defensively.”

Also back for LCN is 6-6 senior
center Jesse Schienke, whom Se-
letsky said put in a lot of work in
the offseason.

“Jesse’s really come into his
own,” Seletsky said. “We expect
him to be a leader.”

Mike Osterman, a 6-3 senior
forward and another returning
starter, will join Schienke up
front.

Senior Zach White, junior
Ryan Lombardo and junior
Craig Smelly each gained some
starting experience last season,
and all are expected to contrib-
ute this season.

White is a guard and one of the
team’s best shooters; Lombardo
is a versatile wing who can play
four positions; and Smelly is a 6-2
slasher who can get to the basket.

L’Anse Creuse North also is
counting on senior guard Der-
rick Hanson, 6-3 junior post
Drew Isabell and forward Jacob
Ruhlman, who gives the team
toughness up front.

“I really think it’s going to be a
dogfight,” Seletsky said of the
MAC Red race. “It’s a really
physical league.”

Lemley believes his team’s de-
fense will be a strength, follow-
ing on the heels of last season’s
effort that held opponents to
45.75 points per game.

“The MAC Red will be as tough
as it has ever been,” Lemley said.
“It will be a very competitive
league.”

Ford
Coach: Mark Bray
2008-09 Record: 1-11 MAC

Red, 7-16 overall
Outlook: The season started

on the wrong foot –– literally ––
for Ford when point guard Evan
Crank broke his foot on the first
day of practice.

Fortunately for Crank and the
Falcons, the fracture was small
and Crank already has returned
to practice. That has Ford look-
ing up as the season begins Mon-
day at Fraser.

“We feel like we have some
nice pieces,” Bray said. “We
should be more competitive.”

Reason for optimism begins
with 6-foot-3 junior forward
Aaron Cox, one of the team’s top
scorers and rebounders from a
year ago. “Aaron is a big, strong
kid,” Bray said.

In addition, 6-1 senior forward
Ramon Johnson also is back as a
starter. “He’s very, very talent-
ed,” Bray said. “He’s one of the
better players in Macomb
County, we think. He’s as good as
he wants to be.”

Crank is a captain, and he will
play at either guard position.
Sophomore Mark Wouters also
will see time at point guard, and
senior Alan Ciochetto –– whom
Bray said is much-improved ––
will play center.

Senior Danny Schoenherr is
another captain, and he provides
leadership off the bench.

Junior Nick Boguth, Eric Po-
savetz, Josh Bitel, Sean Hughes
and Richard Houser will contrib-
ute in the backcourt for Ford.

Up front, the Falcons also will
count on junior Dalonte Black-
burn, 6-6 senior Alben Djokaj,
sophomore Les Olson and sopho-
more Anton Marki.

Ford will play three weeks the
first week of the season ––
against Fraser, Utica and Troy –
– in hopes to prepare for the dis-
trict tournament.

“It ended up helping last year,”
said Bray, whose team reached
the district finals after strug-
gling for parts of the regular sea-
son. “We’ll see how it works this
year.”

L’Anse Creuse
Coach: John Haas
2008-09 Record: 6-6 MAC Red,

10-11 overall
Outlook: Speed is the

buzzword for L’Anse Creuse.
“This is the fastest team I’ve

had,” said Haas, who has
coached the Lancers since 2000-
01. “We run the floor quickly.”

Haas also hopes his team gets
up to speed quickly as the
Lancers must replace several
starters from last year’s squad,
including Willie Cruz, who now
plays college basketball at East-
ern Kentucky.

Fortunately, 6-foot-4 senior
forward Herman Washington re-
turns for L’Anse Creuse after
earning All-MAC Red Division
honors last season.

“Herman’s role has obviously
expanded over the year,” Haas

Will Stone, a 6-2 junior guard,
saw considerable time on the
varsity last season. Stone is a
versatile player who can run the
offense or play inside

Senior Deontae Rex also re-
turns after playing quality min-
utes at point guard last year, and
Snyder said he is dependable
with the basketball.

Dakota will expect big things
from Agron Nicaj, a 6-3 forward
who is “very strong inside,”
Snyder said, though Nicaj is out
indefinitely after undergoing
surgery.

Deandre Smith, a 6-2 junior
guard, adds to the team’s versa-
tility and is one of the best ath-
letes on the squad.

Sophomore guard Alec Torta-
masi played on the junior-varsi-
ty team last year, and Snyder
said Tortamasi is a good shooter.

Quickness figures to be a
strength for the Cougars, who
may employ four guards at a
time on the floor.

They will have to rely on their
speed and excel in transition to
overcome a lack of size.

“We’re not a huge team,”
Snyder said. “We don’t have a
bunch of big bodies on the floor.
Walking the ball up the floor is
not our strength.”

Eisenhower
Coach: Brandon Lemley
2008-09 Record: 11-1 MAC

Red, 15-5 overall
Outlook: Things are looking

up at Eisenhower, the defending
MAC Red Division champion,
and opponents will look up at
Eagles center Corey Petros, a 6-
10 center who has signed to play
college basketball at Oakland
next year.

Petros will be joined up front
by 6-6 senior forward Joe Wirth,
who has committed to play col-
lege football at Central Michi-
gan, giving the Eagles strength
inside.

“We will have a great inside
game this season with three-year
varsity players Corey Petros and
Joe Wirth,” Lemley said. “We
will be a very hard-nosed defen-
sive team like previous Eisen-
hower teams.”

Eisenhower will also count on
junior forward Brandon Bart-
neck and senior forward Dylan
Valko up front, though Valko is
expected to be out with an injury
until Christmas.

“Those four players will allow
us to be very strong on the
glass,” Lemley said.

While the inside game should
prove a strength, the Eagles must
replace key pieces from last year’s
league championship team in the
backcourt, including Jeff Rogner
and all-conference players Dragan
Bijelic and Ryan Tomayko.

Senior Andrew Henk will play
point guard for Eisenhower this
year. He will be joined in the
backcourt by senior Ryan
Lemcke, senior Tony Zerafa and
senior Lucas Thomas.

“If Andrew plays well and can
run our offense, we will be very
successful,” Lemley said. “Our
outside shooting will be a ques-
tion that needs to be answered.
We are hoping to see senior
guard Ryan Lemcke step into
our shooters’ role this season.”

In addition to Bartneck, the
Eagles also will look for contri-
butions from newcomers Jack
Sauber, a senior guard, and Joey
Zerafa, a freshman guard.

in the last five seasons.
Voss hopes that can change.
“I think we’ll be very competi-

tive,” Voss said. “We believe we
can be competitive for the top
spot.”

There’s reason for optimism.
A pair of three-year varsity play-
ers return in seniors Christian
Fincher and Kevin Nickel.

Fincher, a 6-7 forward/center,
gives the Big Reds size in the
post, though he will be out to the
end of December after undergo-
ing minor knee surgery.

Nickel missed parts of last sea-
son with injuries, and Chippewa
Valley hopes his return to health
will help the team.

“When he was in our lineup, I
thought we were a pretty good
team,” Voss said. “The problem
was he wasn’t in our lineup often
enough.”

Senior guard Robert Love
gives the Big Reds a threat from
the perimeter, and 6-5 senior
Garrett Briningstool provides
another big presence in the post.

Nick Gregory, a 6-4 junior, is a
good scorer inside, and junior
Joe Bastone is an athletic threat
inside.

Junior guards Dominic Spear
and Sam Bunkley, both good
shooters, will see time in the
backcourt.

They will be joined there by
sophomore point guard Trent
Jax, who played last season on
the varsity as a freshman.

“He’s just made great strides,”
Voss said. “We feel he’s one of
the most mature sophomores
we’ve had.”

Another sophomore, Mario
Mashi, also figures prominently
for the Big Reds. The 6-6 Mashi is
an athletic player who can see
the floor and handle the ball,
Voss said.

Junior guards Anthony Santil-
li, Miles Adams and Antonio
Ndonj also figure in the mix.

Voss said Chippewa Valley
can play a big lineup –– “We
think we’re blessed with size,”
he said –– or go small with four
guards on the floor.

“We’ve got a lot more options
this year,” Voss said.

Dakota
Coach: Bill Snyder
2008-09 Record: 7-5 MAC Red,

15-8 overall
Outlook: Dakota has plenty of

options this season with players
that provide the squad with ver-
satility.

“That’s the key word: versatil-
ity,” Snyder said. “We have a lot
of players who can play a lot of
positions. I think the key for us is
to get the ball up quickly.”

Two starters return from last
year’s squad: Evan Walker and
Mark Morris.

Walker is a 6-foot-5 senior for-
ward. “Evan’s strengths are an
inside-outside game,” Snyder
said. “He’s definitely a threat
from the perimeter as well as
with an inside game. That opens
up our options.”

Morris, a junior guard, set a
school record by making 63 3-
pointers last season while shoot-
ing 42 percent from beyond the
arc.

“Obviously, he can put the ball
in the basketball in varsity com-
petition,” Snyder said. “I know
he’s looking to build on that and
we are too.”

MAC RED: Voss thinks his Big Reds squad will be competitive
Continued from Page 1B
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