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Rained out
Points leader and defending

Sprint Cup champion Jimmie

Johnson on Martinsville pole

for Sunday’s race.
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Michigan State coach Mark Dantonio, left, meets Ohio State
coach Jim Tressel at midfield after Ohio State’s 24-17 win last
year in Columbus, Ohio.

Memories of last visit sting Spartans
moved forward behind Jim Tres-
sel and Nick Saban protégé Mark
Dantonio, Michigan State and
Ohio State are tied with Penn
State for the Big Ten lead.

After losing to California in

their opener, the Spartans have

reeled off six consecutive victo-

ries and jumped into the national

rankings. If MSU can defeat the

Buckeyes for the first time since

1999, a Big Ten title in Dantonio’s

second season would become a

realistic goal.

fensive end
Justin Ker-
shaw said.
“I think this
program
has moved
ahead since
then and the
fans have
really
moved
ahead.”

Spartans
players have no worries about
having the crowd behind them
today. Not only has the program

their team bashed the Spartans,
38-7.

“That was probably the low
point,” said Hoyer, who re-
placed an injured Drew Stanton
at quarterback during the third
quarter that day. “It was defi-
nitely hard to go out there and
play, hearing them chant, ‘O-H-
I-O.’ ”

Back then, the only buzz
around MSU was when John L.
Smith would get fired and who
would replace him.

“That was a different program,
a different time period,” MSU de-

By Dana Gauruder
Journal Register News Service

EAST LANSING — Brian

Hoyer winced at the memory.
The last time Ohio State came

to Spartan Stadium, Michigan

State’s house was not a home.

The stadium was filled with

Buckeyes fans who hooted, hol-

lered, chanted and celebrated as

Buckeyes rolled to
a 38-7 rout at East
Lansing 2 years ago

with 40.2 seconds remaining to
cap the Titans’ 43-36 comeback
victory over Romeo in a MAC
Red Division barnburner on Fri-
day night at Runkel Field.

“It’s the best football game
we’ve ever played, and we got to

By John Hetzler
Macomb Daily Sports Writer

Stevenson and Romeo com-
bined for 79 points, 936 yards and
one whale of a football game. In
the end, though, only one team
got to take home a share of the
MAC Red Division champion-
ship.

That team was Stevenson after
junior wide receiver DJ Mersh-
man hauled in a 29-yard touch-
down pass from Jason Fracassa

Titans score on late
pass to beat Bulldogs

Macomb Daily staff photo by Ray J. Skowronek

Titans’ running back Justice
Wright escapes the grasp of a
Romeo tackler en route to one of
his two touchdowns on the night.

Dakota clinches share
of the MAC Red title

of the game early on and Gian-

none lauded his team’s stifling

defense for the win.
“The defense was really on

top of things tonight, they were

amazing,” he said. “They made

some really big plays in there.”
The game opened up slow

By Amanda Lee
Macomb Daily Sports Writer

The Dakota Cougars clinched
a share of their third straight
Macomb Area Conference Red
Division title Friday night as
they beat Eisenhower 17-0.

“That’s a great mark for us,”
said Dakota coach Mike Gian-
none, whose team improved to
4-1 MAC Red and 7-1 overall. “I
always tell my guys that once
you get to the top it’s really
hard to stay there.”

Dakota controlled the tempo

‘This was a playoff game’

By Fred Costello
Special to The Macomb Daily

It may only be mid-October, but playoff-caliber
football was on display Friday night at Fitzgerald.

In a showdown of Macomb Area Conference
Silver Division heavyweights, Lake Shore was
able to knock off the previously unbeaten Spar-
tans, 17-14.

The victory clinched a playoff berth for the Sho-
rians (3-2 MAC Silver, 6-2 overall), who will partic-
ipate in the postseason for the second time in the
last three seasons.

Coach Tom Iwanicki was extremely proud of his
teams’ come-from-behind effort.

“For us, this was
a playoff game,”
Iwanicki said. “We
got lucky tonight
and made some
plays when we had

to. It’s a huge win any time you qualify for the
playoffs and beat a team of that quality. We needed
a win and to play well against a team to prove not
only to ourselves — but to everyone else — that we
belong.”

Down 14-7 after three quarters, Lake Shore
scored 10 unanswered points to earn the win. Greg
Isham hit a 29-yard field goal with 9:51 remaining,
which set the stage for the game-winning drive.

Senior quarterback Greg Santo found his class-
mate on a wide open 37-yard touchdown pass with
5:05 left, providing the winning score. Santo went
9-for-17 on the night for 168 yards.

The story of the Shorians’ night offensively, how-
ever, was the play of junior running back Danny
Carroll. There were highlight-quality plays aplenty
for Carroll, who finished with 148 yards of total of-
fense on 11 rushes and seven receptions. On one
third-quarter play, Santo dropped back to pass and
gunned the ball in Carroll’s direction. Despite heavy
coverage, Carroll leapt, changed body position in
midair, then snared a one-handed grab that drew

Shorians knock off
unbeaten Fitzgerald

Macomb Daily staff photo by Ray J. Skowronek

Lake Shore’s running back Danny Carroll’s break-out night was a catalyst for the Shorians’ 17-14 upset victory over pre-
viously unbeaten Fitzgerald. Carroll amassed 148 yards rushing and pass receiving with one touchdown.

Mustangs
end district
dry spell

By Chuck Pleiness
Macomb Daily Sports Writer

Lutheran North’s boys soccer
program was in a dry spell when
it came to winning state district
titles.

That dry spell is over.
The Mustangs scored three sec-

ond-half goals, two of which were
by sophomore James Lett, as they

knocked off
Richmond,
3-0 Friday
afternoon at
Armada
Middle
School to

claim their first Division 3 dis-
trict title since 2002.

“It’s been awhile,” said Mus-
tangs coach Dave Rochlitz,
whose team improves to 13-7-0
overall.

Lutheran North faces the
winner of the Jackson Lumen
Christi district, in a regional sem-
ifinal Tuesday at 7 p.m. at Beverly
Hills Detroit Country Day. That
district final is today at 1 p.m.

The win also ended Rich-
mond’s run for a third straight
Division 3 regional title.

“The boys did a great job,” said
Blue Devils coach Tony Kunce,
who guided the program to the
Division 3 state title in 2006. “It’s
just one of those things when two
good teams meet. One team has
to lose and unfortunately it was
us this year.”

Through the first 40 minutes
and just over 15 minutes into the
second half, Lutheran North could
not get a ball past Richmond keep-
er Michael McCuiston.

At halftime, Rochlitz told his
team they couldn’t keep going
straight at the Blue Devil keeper,
instead they needed to work the
ball from left to right.

“We needed to change direc-
tions on him because he was so
tall and could dive well,” Ro-
chlitz said.

And it was a change of direc-
tion that led to the opening goal.

Anthony Calibeo’s cornerkick
bounced around in the penalty
area before the ball found its way
to Lett, who one-timed a shot in
the upper right corner before
McCuiston could even react.

“The goalie was on the six (-
yard line) and he hit it well

Lett leads 2nd-half
charge with 2 goals
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a penalty on the Titans, Fracassa
connected with Strong for 23
yards.

After an incompletion, Fracas-
sa went over to his coach and
asked to run a corner route to
Mershman, who had scored on
the play earlier in the game.

“He said, ‘Coach, it’s there. It’s
there. We’ve got to call it,’” Bye
said.

They did, and it was there. “DJ
just put a great move on him, and
he was wide-open,” Fracassa
said.

Romeo had one more shot, but
couldn’t muster a first down
after sacks by Carl Davis and
Brian Falta.

For the Bulldogs, it was the

the season - set up the first touch-
down of a back-and-forth second
half, a 16-yard run by Wright
that gave Stevenson an 18-point
lead.

The two teams exchanged
touchdowns the rest of the third
quarter.

Roth threw a 25-yard TD pass
to Brynaert, Stevenson respond-
ed when Fracassa hit Marcus
Beaurem for a 32-yard score and
Roth answered back with a
three-yard run to bring Romeo
within 35-23 at the end of the
third quarter.

Romeo’s defense then forced
Stevenson’s offense into a pair of
three-and-outs to start the fourth
quarter, and the Bulldogs’ of-
fense took advantage both times.

Brown scored on a six-yard
run after the first defensive
stand, and he scored again, this
time on a 25-yard run with 4:42
remaining in the game to give
Romeo its first lead of the game
at 36-35.

Stevenson’s offense mounted a
drive into Romeo territory, but
the Bulldogs stuffed Wright on a
fourth-and-1 play with 2:22 left.

Stevenson, though, got one
more chance after its defense
forced Romeo to punt after just
three plays, and Strong made a
fair catch at the Titans’ 38-yard
line with 1:35 remaining.

That was enough time for Fra-
cassa, Mershman and Steven-
son. Fracassa hit Wright for 16
yards on the first play. Following

and he also rushed for a touch-

down for the Bulldogs.
Ben Brown carried the ball 27

times for 138 yards and three

touchdowns, Taylor Brynaert

caught five passes for 94 yards

and a score, and Jason Schirmer

had seven receptions for 97 yards

for Romeo.
“Romeo’s pretty darn potent,

too,” Bye said. “This is a game

that was worth the price of ad-

mission.”
Fracassa started perfectly,

completing all four of his passes

for 66 yards on the opening drive

to set up Justice Wright’s 5-yard

touchdown run for an early Ste-

venson lead.
After Robert Finn’s 23-yard

field goal late in the first quarter,

Stevenson struck on the first

play of the second quarter when

Fracassa threw a screen pass to

Strong, who cut back across the

field and raced 62 yards for a

touchdown and a 14-3 Titans’ ad-

vantage.
Romeo followed up with an

eight-play, 73-yard drive that

Brown finished off with an 18-

yard run with 9:34 remaining in

the second quarter.
Stevenson, though, kept roll-

ing, and Fracassa hit Mershman

for a 12-yard touchdown pass

with 1:13 left in the first half to

send Stevenson into the inter-

mission with a 21-10 lead.
An interception by Robert For-

tier - Roth’s first interception of

win a MAC Red championship
with it,” said Mershman, who
finished with nine receptions for
159 yards and two touchdowns.
“It’s so amazing.”

Fracassa, a junior, completed
21 of 34 passes for 341 yards and
four touchdowns. He also ran in
a two-point conversion after
Mershman’s final score.

Junior running back Justice
Wright rushed for 115 yards and
two touchdowns, Robert Strong
caught a 62-yard screen pass for
a score and Marcus Beaurem
had a 32-yard TD reception to
help Stevenson improve to 4-1 in
the MAC Red and 7-1 overall. The
Titans won a share of the divi-
sion title along with Dakota,
which also finished 4-1 in the
MAC Red after a 17-0 victory
over Eisenhower on Friday.

“Everyone,” Stevenson coach
Rick Bye said, “played a big part
in this.”

The Titans needed everyone
and every yard to overcome a
Romeo squad that rallied from
an 18-point deficit early in the
second half to take a lead late in
the fourth quarter before falling
short in the final seconds.

“I was proud of our kids,” said
Romeo co-coach Kurt Rienas,
whose team fell to 3-2 in the MAC
Red and 6-2 overall.

Romeo quarterback Ricky
Roth completed 22 of 35 passes
for 282 yards and a touchdown,

TITANS: The two teams put up more than 900 yards in total offense
Continued from Page 1C

second straight heartbreaking
loss following last week’s 17-14
setback at Eisenhower.

Romeo, playing in the MAC
Red for the first season, went
into Friday’s game with a shot
at claiming a share of the league
title.

“That’s why we wanted to be
in the Red,” Rienas said. “If you
don’t get tested with games like
this, you don’t get better.”

For Stevenson there was jubi-
lation after the Titans claimed
their 15th league championship
since Bye took over as coach in
1975.

“It feels great,” Fracassa said.
“It’s so great to see everyone
happy and going crazy.”

Lake Shore kids. It almost
seemed like it was their night.
We’re still the division champs
and we’re still in the playoffs, so I
guess if there’s ever a good time
for a loss, this would be it.”

comeback by the home team.
Byers was gracious in defeat.
“Our kids haven’t been to the

playoffs and that showed a little
bit,” Byers said. “But you can’t
take anything away from the

line with about a minute and a
half to play. Deontae Bridgeman
made an interception on the
very first play of the drive, re-
turning it all the way to the Spar-
tans 19, ending any chance of a

gasps from the home crowd. Car-
roll also scored a nine-yard rush-
ing touchdown to open the scor-
ing in the first quarter.

“Danny’s been doing that all
year for us,” Iwanicki said. “He
really has.”

Even Spartans coach Jason
Byers was impressed with what
he saw.

“They made some unbelieva-
ble plays,” Byers said. “I haven’t
seen plays like that in a game.”

Fitzgerald, now 4-1 in the
Silver and 7-1 overall, looked the
part of a formerly undefeated
team. They were led by junior
running back Edwin Limmitt,
who rushed 18 times for 132
yards, including a 52-yard
scamper that evened the game at
7-7. Limmitt also recorded 37
yards on kick returns.

Scott Shanaberger caught a
six-yard pass from junior quar-
terback Larry Masters, which
gave Fitzgerald the 14-7 lead they
enjoyed at the half. Masters was
12-for-26 for 97 yards.

The third quarter saw both
teams punting, and neither was
able to sustain a drive until the
fourth quarter.

On the winning touchdown,
Lake Shore took advantage of
Carroll’s impressive night. Santo
faked the handoff to Carroll —
causing the defense to collapse up
the middle — before looking up to
find Vargo down the left sideline.

On the ensuing kickoff, senior
wideout Marcus Steen left all the
Shorians in his wake, blasting a
44-yard return that gave Fitzger-
ald excellent field position. How-
ever, an illegal blocking penalty,
sack and interception on three
consecutive plays forced the
Spartans to punt the ball away.

An inexplicable fumble by
Lake Shore gave Fitzgerald the
ball back on the Shorians 37 yard

SHORIANS: Claim a playoff berth with the victory
Continued from Page 1C
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Fitzgerald quarterback Larry Masters has to hurry his throw as Lake Shore’s Joel Snover bears down
on him in the Shorians 17-14 victory.

through from two yards out on
his third straight carry inside
the five to draw Mott even for the
third time in the game. Warren-
Mott kicker Stefan Terleckyj
booted the Marauders into a 27-
24 lead just 11 seconds into the
final stanza with a 31-yard field
goal. Moloci, the holder, made a
nice scoop of a short snap and
teed up in time. Terleckyj added
four extra points.

“Our game plan was to keep
them off the field because we
knew the y have a very explosive
offense. We had a couple of turn-
over that didn’t help our cause
and we gave up two big fourth
down plays, but the Patriots
never quit all night and played
their hearts out. Mott’s got a
good football team and we ran
out of time and fell short” coach
Powell added.

ing to take the punishment and
keep on going.”

Bassett hounded the Maraud-
ers and he found a hole on a 2-
yard TD jaunt that capped a 77-
yard drive with 7:11 remaining
in the first quarter before Fili-
mon ran in from one yard out to
knot the score. A Bassett 5-yard
run with 5:18 left in the half was
countered by a Filimon TD pass
of nine yards to a wide-open C.J.
Olaniyan with just 10 ticks left
on the scoreboard clock.

The Patriots continued to
pound the ball on the ground, but
scored on their only completion
of the night when receiver Mike
Newcomb took a pitch from
freshman quarterback Brian
Blackburn and hit Ben McCord
with a 6-yard strike for a 21-14
lead.

Steve Workman crashed

the best blocking by my line.
They just dominated all night. I
just took off. It was amazing.”

There was another dominate
force in game—this one on the
Patriots side.

Cousino junior running back
Tony Bassett ran rampant
through the Mott defense and
finished with 220 yards on 35 car-
ries. He provided the Patriots
with leads on 7-0, 14-7, and when
he scored from five yards out
with 6:15 to play, Cousino was
clinging to a 27-24 lead.

“He’s a workhorse for us. Last
week he had over 200 yards, too,”
said Cousino coach Mike Powell
who’s Patriots closed the MAC
White season at 2-3 and moved to
3-5 heading to the final week of
the regular season. “We’re going
to give him the rock. He’s a hard-
nosed football player. He’s will-

kid. He’s got a lot of guts and de-
termination and moxie,” said
coach Tom Milanov, who’s club
swept through the MAC White at
5-0 and raised its overall record
to 6-2. “He comes through in the
clutch and he’s a ball player.”

Filimon finished with 183
yards with an 11-for-27 perform-
ance, but it was his fancy foot-
work (48 yards on 10 carries and
2 TD) that allowed the Maraud-
ers to escape with this win.

“We practice that every day of
every week to come down to a sit-
uation like that. We just played
and focused and concentrated
and made it work,” Filimon said.
“On that touchdown, there was

kids. We were looking forward to
that challenge of stepping up in the
division. That was really big,” said
Warren-Mott coach Tom Milanov.
“The kids played hard against a
formidable opponent.”

The winning drive was set up
by a 38-yard kickoff return
where Nick Moloci looked like
he might go all the way with just
one defender to beat when he
tripped over teammate Martez
Kelly. Both players made key
plays in the winning drive. Fili-
mon hit Moloci for 16 yards on a
fourth-and –ten play and then
Kelly rebounded and on a fourth-
and-eight play at the Cousino 25
and snagged an 11-yard pass to
set up the winning score.

Moloci had three catches for 39
yards and Kelly caught three
passes for 41 yards.

“Ben’s a ballsy kid, heads-up

By John K. Schroder
Special to The Macomb Daily

They’re celebrating a playoff

berth and a MAC White champion-

ship at Warren-Mott.
Junior quarterback Ben Fili-

mon’s 14-yard dash through the

heart of the Cousino defense with

3:44 remaining in the game capped

a seven-play drive that included

two fourth-down conversions and

powered the Marauders past host

Cousino, 31-27.
“This is the third year in a row

for playoffs and the first year in the

MAC White and we won the divi-

sion. That’s pretty special for our

Filimon’s late TD
lifts Marauders
into the playoffs

Warren-Mott rallies past Cousino
Warren-Mott 31

Cousino 27

Romeo’s Jason
Schirmer, who
caught seven
passes for 97
yards, runs with
the ball as Ste-
venson’s Ben-
jamin Kollsmith
pursues.

Macomb Daily
staff photo by
Ray J. Skowronek

with neither team being able to
get on the scoreboard in the first
quarter.

Brandon Hughes opened the
scoring with a five-yard TD run
early in the second quarter for a
7-0 Dakota lead.

The Eagles threatened to score
a few plays later after moving
the ball down to the Dakota 22,
but the Cougars’ Jake Hathaway
ran away with a fumble recovery
after a melee between the Eisen-
hower offense and Dakota de-
fenders.

Quarterback Mike Romanchik
then tossed another long pass to
Dan Miller for 24 yards, setting
up a first down at the 50-yard
line.

“It was a good game overall for
us,” Miller said. “Very exciting. I
had a lot of fun out there.”

The Cougars continued to
move the ball efficiently until Ei-
senhower’s Kale Wilson forced a
fumble and ran it back to the
Cougar’s 37 yard-line.

Eisenhower couldn’t take ad-
vantage of their field position,
though, and turned the ball over
on downs in Dakota territory
with about three minutes left in
the half.

Keefe Corley then ran for 24
yards and Mark Morris followed
it up with a 12-yard run of his
own to move the links.

Dakota ultimately moved the
ball down to the 12-yard line
where Adam Mazza kicked a 29-
yard field goal with time expired
on the play clock to make it 10-0
at halftime.

Both teams traded the ball
back and fourth in the third
quarter but neither was able to
score. Eisenhower did put to-
gether a strong offensive run in

COUGARS: Clinch share
of MAC Red Division
Continued from Page 1C

the middle of the quarter and
they were threatening with a
first down at the Dakota seven-
yard line when Hathaway came
up with his second stellar defen-
sive effort of the game and inter-
cepted the pass on the two yard
line and ran it back 78 yards to
the Eisenhower 20.

The Cougars kept up their mo-
mentum at the beginning of the
fourth quarter, moving up to the
3-yard line where Hughes
punched it in on third down to
make the score 17-0 after Mazza
kicked the extra point.

“I thought it was a great defen-
sive effort for us overall,” Gian-
none said. “I was very pleased
with our performance and
thought everyone played really
well for us.”

The Cougars will share this
year’s MAC Red title with Ste-
venson, who narrowly beat
Romeo 43-36 Friday night.

Dakota closes out the regular
season next week with a visit to
L’Anse Creuse North.

Eisenhower (2-3 MAC Red, 4-4
overall) plays host to Anchor
Bay next week.

I thought it was a
great defensive ef-
fort for us overall.
I was very pleased
with our perform-
ance and thought
everyone played
really well for us.

— Dakota coach
Mike Giannone




