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Ravens sign WR

Donte’ Stallworth
OWINGS MILLS, Md. — The

Baltimore Ravens say they have
signed wide receiver Donte’ Stall-
worth to a one-year contract.

Stallworth was recently re-
leased by the Cleveland Browns
after being reinstated by the
NFL following a one-year sus-
pension. He was suspended for a
DUI vehicular manslaughter
charge.

Stallworth served 30 days in a
Miami jail for striking and kill-
ing a Miami construction work-
er with his car while driving
under the influence of alcohol.

The deal is worth $900,000 with
$300,000 in incentives.

you candidly. Had we not won, I
would’ve been very happy for
him. He is a great kid. I love him
to death and his team played
very well.”

That relationship goes both ways.
“I played for him for three

years,” said Zauner. “To a lot of
us, he was like a father figure.
When you played in his pro-
gram, you respected him and did
things the right way. He was
more than a coach; he brought us
up as young men. We owe him a
lot as a person. He’s still in-
volved in the lives of a lot of us.”

Ironically, that involvement
continues. The two have already
shared plenty in life. They could
very well share the MAC Blue
Division championship this sea-
son.
East Detroit 12 22 16 5 - 55
Madison 14 15 7 21 - 57

EAST DETROIT (7-2, 12-3): Ethan Blackwell 12,
Johnnie Mills 18, Charles Baskin 4, Melvin Ballestero 8,
Jeff Fisk 13. Totals: 23 (1) 8-14 55.

MADISON (7-2, 12-3): Ashton Curd 25, Tony Lowry
4, Damon Bozemon 18, Tevin Washington 3, R.T. Mer-
ritt 5. Totals: 24 (3) 6-9 57.

come back in ballgames because
we can turn people over. We fi-
nally converted in the fourth
quarter. The officials let them
play in the fourth quarter.
People were getting banged
around at both ends.”

Rhoads believes that Zauner
has done a bang-up job with his
team.

“He’s done a terrific job at East
Detroit. I give him a lot of credit.
He was tough-minded and was a
tough, physical player and he
has his team playing like that,”
said Rhoads.

Although this is Rhoads’ first
year as head coach at Madison,
he coached for years at Berkley
High School. He always fielded
tough, fundamentally sound
teams that won much more often
than they lost.

Zauner was one of his players.
“Dave is like family. He baby-

sat my kids. I think he spent
more time at my house than at
his house,” said Rhoads. “I’ll tell

The first quarter ended with
Madison clinging to a narrow 14-
12 lead, thanks to a slithering
drive by senior R.T. Merritt that
gave the Eagles their final two
points.

The second quarter belonged
to East Detroit, a fact highlighted
by a spectacular play by Black-
well. The lightning quick point
guard put on a Harlem Globe-
trotters dribbling exhibition for
several seconds only to impres-
sively feed the ball to Fick inside.
The bucket plus the ensuing free
throw gave the Shamrocks a 25-
22 advantage.

They led 34-29 at halftime.
The third quarter also be-

longed to the visitors when they
out-scored Madison 16-7. The
Shamrocks led 50-36 heading
into the fourth quarter.

“We’re aware that when you
have the kind of athleticism we
have, you can score in a hurry,”
said Rhoads. “With that in mind,
we know we have a chance to

East Detroit will close its
league season with games
against South Lake and Port
Huron. Madison will face An-
chor Bay twice.

Curd finished with a game-
high 25 points. He’s a senior
guard. Sophomore forward
Damon Bozeman tallied 18
points for the Eagles.

The Shamrocks were paced by
Johnnie Mills’ 18 points. Jeff
Fisk scored 13, Ethan Blackwell
registered 12 points and Melvin
Ballestero had eight points.

“Our guys have done a great
job of finishing all year, but I can
think of three times in the last
1:30 when we missed shots in-
side,” said Zauner. “Our guys
played great and they played
hard. While the guys were defi-
nitely disappointed, one of them
came up to me and said the sea-
son is not finished yet. There are
still some games to play.”

SHAMS: East Detroit falls to Madison at the buzzer
Continued from Page 1B
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Wrestling

ROMEO:
Only lost
three
matches
all night
Continued from Page 2B

should be a fun experience for
them.”

Romeo only lost three matches
all night.

After recording nine pins
against Troy in the semis, the
Bulldogs added seven more in
the finals against the Titans.

All seven of the pins in the
meeting with Stevenson came
following the 125-pound match
where Joe Sinishtaj set the tone
for his team.

Sinishtaj was behind for the
first 5:45 of the bout before sav-
ing his best for last. The junior
pulled within a 5-5 tie and no-
ticed an opportunity to try a
match-winning move. Sinishtaj
quickly lunged forward, and ap-
plied the cradle just before time
expired.

“I knew it was tied and I
couldn’t let him up,” Sinishtaj
said. “When he stood up I saw
the cradle and just went and
locked it up. I just held on as
hard as I could.

“That’s what I learned all
summer, stick with it and grind
it out.”

“That’s the kind of thing that
gets you going,” Cali said. “If
they get that match, who knows?
They might get on a roll. It was a
big spark.”

Stevenson’s Andrew Regan
(160) recorded a decision and
Gary Wallace (189) won by void,
but those scores came between
pins by Romeo’s Kyle Witgen,
Jeremy Ward, Kameron Klein,
Shane Toreki, Joe Bacci and
Tayron Womble.

“Our goal was to beat Brother
Rice, make the regional finals
and try to battle Romeo the best
we could,” Stevenson coach
Heath Allen said. “We had a few
matches out there that I felt we
could’ve won.

“Congrats to Romeo, they took
it to us. They deserve what
they’re getting by going to states
because they were definitely the
better team.”

Womble, Sam Cali, Josh
Batch, Ward, Klein, Zach Schaf-
er, Orrin Bryant, Bacci and
Adam Bennett were responsible
for pins against Troy.

Romeo (34-12), which will par-
ticipate Feb. 26 and 27 in Battle
Creek, couldn’t ask for a much
better time to be entering the
state finals.

“This is the beast we’ve been
all year,” Sinishtaj said. “Peak-
ing at the right time.”

Championship Round
Romeo 61, Stevenson 16

103: Tayron Womble, R, p. Jeremy Dalton, 3:46.
112: Evan Richardson, R, won by void. 119: John
Brown, S, p. Sam Cali, 1:05. 125: Joe Sinishtaj, R, dec.
Steve Sleck, 7-5. 130: Josh Batch, R, major dec. Domi-
nic Patrus, 12-0. 135: Kyle Witgen, R, p. Duran Bay-
agich, :58. 140: Jeremy Ward, R, p. Mark Kovalcik,
1:17. 145: Kameron Klein, R, p. Michael Finazzo, :42.
152: Zach Schafer, R, p. James Blankenship, :39. 160:
Andrew Regan, S, dec. Orrin Bryant, 7-4. 171: Shane
Toreki, R, p. Mark Kovalcik, 1:46. 189: Gary Wallace, S,
won by void. 215: Joe Bacci, R, p. Nick Baker, 1:11.
285: Adam Bennett, R, won by void.
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variety of defenses.
“We tried to mix things up on de-

fense, and it worked pretty well,”
said Woods-Tower coach Patty
Weidman-Pemberton. “I think we
used four different defenses during
the course of the night.

“I was happy to hold them to 30
points. We’re starting to cut
down the silly mistakes we made
early-season and midseason.”

After spotting St. Clair an
early 4-0 lead, the Titans came
out of the first quarter with a 12-6
advantage and led the rest of the
way. Marisa Marx scored eight
of her 17 points in the first
quarter and Shelby Weeks had
Woods-Tower’s other four.

The Titans won without scor-
ing a point in the fourth quarter.

“We came out of the third
quarter with a 10-point lead so we
just worked the clock,” Weidman-
Pemberton said. “St. Clair didn’t
come out of its zone so we told
them to work the ball around for a
good shot. It wasn’t really a stall. It
was more game management.”

Haley Rutledge led the Saints
with 13 points.
St. Clair 6 12 6 6 -- 30
Warren Woods-Tower 12 11  11 0 -- 34

ST. CLAIR (1-6, 1-16): Brianna Britz 5, Haley Rut-
ledge 13, Brianna Schmid 4, Rachel Kehoe 2, Taylor
Johnson 4, Amanda Bondy 2. Totals: 12 (3) 3-5--30

WARREN WOODS-TOWER (3-4, 9-7): Shelby Weeks
8, Becca VanDosen 2, Marisa Marx 17, Stacey Griebe
6, Vicki Guzowski 1. Totals: 12 (3) 7-13--34.

Hockey
MAC RED DIVISION

ST. CLAIR SHORES UNI-
FIED 8, UTICA 1: It was a tsuna-
mi of scoring for the victorious
Lakers.

Scoring two goals each were
Chris Pontello and Cory Shafer.
Pontello added two assists and
Shafer had one assist. Kyle Evan-
ko had a goal and two assists.
Scoring one goal apiece were
Brian Bollenberg, Cody MacPhee
and Robby Demers. Zach Morgan
had three assists, while Adam
Cruz notched two assists.

Sharing the victory in goal
were Bobby Fredal and Zach
Kosal.

The Lakers (6-0-1, 15-4-2) entertain
Anchor Bay at 7:30 p.m., Saturday.

MAC WHITE DIVISION
EISENHOWER 10,

WARREN-STERLING 2: Brad
Bird scored three goals and as-
sisted on another to lead Eisen-
hower (7-0, 17-4). Eric Simu-
reiak, John Ognjanovski, Ryan
Maloney, Matt Rodgers, Mike
Walter, Kyle McCuen and Nick
Van Slembrouck also scored for
Eisenhower.

Jeff Morey, Ryan Kalinowski,
Walter, McCuen, Ryan Maloney,
Rodgers, Jacob Schmidt and
Adam Nimtz had assists for the
Eagles.

nior guard Thomas Hannah.
James MacDougle, a senior
center, scored 15, grabbed 12 re-
bounds and had five blocks.

The victory sets up a key game
at Mott Friday. The Marauders
are 8-1 in the division.
Mount Clemens 15 11 7 2 - 53
Marysville 0 12 15 12 - 39

MOUNT CLEMENS (9-0, 13-4): Janard Masten 3,
Thomas Hannah 20, Darius Wilson 3, Davion Jones 1,
Dwight Sanders 2, Kyle Capps 9, James MacDougle 15.
Totals: 19 (2) 13-22 52.

MARYSVILLE: Devin Walker 2, Nate Russell 8, Brad
Sliss 3, Mason Dado 7, Trevor Dickman 4, Tyler Wenner
6, Kevin Archer 1, Mark Archer 3, Mathew Dado 5. To-
tals: 13 (2) 10-15 39.

MAC SILVER DIVISION
LAKE SHORE 82, LAKE-

VIEW 69: Johnny Johnson
scored a game-high 35 points to
lead the Shorians (5-6, 9-7). Deon-
tae Bridgeman tossed in 12 points
and Dewayne Cook added 10.

Lakeview (3-7, 4-11) got 12
points apiece from Nate Guinane
and Zach Carr, while Matt Cal-
laeja finished with 11.
Lake Shore 21 25 19 17 - 82
Lakeview 17 17 16 19 - 69

LAKE SHORE (5-6, 9-7): Terron Bridgeman 8, Deon-
tae Bridgeman 12, Ray Stetter 2, Johnny Johnson 35,
Robert Nimmo 9, Dewayne Cook 10, Myles Weston 6.
Totals: 33 (9) 7-8 82.

LAKEVIEW (3-7, 4-11): Matt Callaeja 11, Adam
Wells 5, Joe Moffitt 4, Kyle Jackson 3, Zeke Vicchio 2,
Duane Waldorf 3, Nate Guinane 12, Jalen Lee 2, Ryan
Boren 8, Zach Carr 12, Dan Sweetwood 7. Totals: 28
(2) 11-30 69.

CENTER LINE 72, CLAW-
SON 55: The Panthers (8-3, 11-5)
had a team-high 21 assists. Bran-
don Bently and Brett MacArthur
had eight assists each.

Derrick Popov led Center
Line’s offensive attack with 15
points, while Mike Melkonian
chipped in 12 and Eric McCoy
added 10.

Clawson (5-5, 10-5) got 12 points
from Matt Cawley.
Center Line 14 20 24 14 - 72
Clawson 4 13 19 19 - 55

CENTER LINE (8-3, 11-5): Brendan Scharff 9, Don-
ovan Sesi 3, Brandon Bently 5, Derrick Popov 15, Brett
MacArthur 7, Brad Blank 2, Jack Hanna 3, Mike Melko-
nian 12, Eric McCoy 10, Zak Nelson 6. Totals: 29 (9) 7-
14 72.

CLAWSON (5-5, 10-5): Dominic Davis 9, Matt Caw-
ley 12, Steve O’Connell 5, D. Gilbert 3, S. Thompson 5,
G. Matthews 9, Tyler Marwin 2, James Steffen 3, Aaron
Schachinger 1, J. Harrison 2, K. Holt 3, E. Thompson 1.
Totals: 21 (7) 6-15 55.

Girls basketball
BWAC

ARMADA 55, ALGONAC
41: Becky Teller posted a double-
double with 12 points and 10 re-
bounds, and Kaitlin Holston also
scored 12 points to lead Armada.
Armada 17 13 16 9 - 55
Algonac 10 8 12 11 - 41

ARMADA (3-8, 7-10): Emily Scnitka 2, Becky Teller
12, Taylor Ryan 9, Kaitlin Holston 12, Rebecca Dame 2,
Megan Lacavera 6, Katie Kortas 2, Jessie Hyatt 6, Emily
Pierson 4. Totals: 20 (2) 13-23 55.

ALGONAC: Kastler 4, Rix 2, Davis 8, Lewandowski
4, Schmidt 6, Goodall 5, Highstreet 8, Rorah 4. Totals:
15 (0) 11-31 41.

MAC WHITE DIVISION
WARREN WOODS-TOWER

34, ST. CLAIR 30: The Titans
kept the Saints off-balance with a

NORTHERN 58: Kyle Kent
paced Cousino with 16 points and
six assists, and Don Decker added
11 points and six rebounds. Eric
Van Buren had 12 points, and
Corey Dunaj had nine points and
four steals for the Patriots.
Cousino 7 14 18 25 - 64
Port Huron Northern 19 14 14 11 - 58

COUSINO (6-3, 10-5): Drew McGuire 9, Kyle Kent
16, Corey Dunaj 9, Eric Van Buren 12, Kevin Dunaj 5,
Cody Taymore 2, Don Decker 11. Totals: 27 (5) 5-12
64.

PORT HURON NORTHERN: Maculey Hill 5, Ennest 3,
Mark Perez 2, Matt Davis 21, Kenny Sanders 8, Austin
Shell 11, Austin Zimmer 8. Totals: 21 (6) 10-14 58.

MAC BLUE DIVISION
FITZGERALD 66, ANCHOR

BAY 45: Devon Johnson scored
16 points and dished out seven
assists, and Erik Johnson added
15 points and 14 rebounds to lead
Fitzgerald. Tony Oglesby also
had 14 points for the Spartans.
Fitzgerald 12 18 19 17 - 66
Anchor Bay 2 11 21 11 - 45

FITZGERALD (5-4, 12-6): Denzel Raines 4, Devon
Johnson 16, Tony Oglesby 14, Matthew Kopicki 4, Erik
Johnson 15, Denis Hebert 5, Remar Smith 1, Anthony
Williams 7. Totals: 27 (3) 9-16 66.

ANCHOR BAY (5-4, 9-7): Taiwan Jones 8, Leon Ken-
nedy 3, Eric Bramos 1, Zach Hite 2, Evan Miller 5,
Branden Padgett 18, Patrick Champine 2, Matthew Rob-
inet 2, Jacob Meister 4. Totals: 15 (5) 10-17 45.

FRASER 58, PORT HURON
40: Drew Ulry, Travis Gannon
and Brenden Rizzo scored 12
points each to lead the Ramblers
(3-6, 4-12). Blake Stamper added
11 point, while Isaac Williams
grabbed a team-high 10 re-
bounds.
Port Huron 12 5 17 6 - 40
Fraser 14 10 11 23 - 58

PORT HURON (1-8, 4-12): David Foster 7, Tahj King
3, Mark Titus 15, Ashawn Butler 2, Steve Sawher 9,
Nick Johnson 2, Deandre Simmons 2. Totals: 13 (6) 8-
23 40.

FRASER (3-6, 4-12): Drew Ulry 12, Jabari Cooksey
1, Blake Stamper 11, Travis Gannon 12, Brenden Rizzo
12, Isaac Williams 8, Alex Gentile 2. Totals: 20 (3) 15-
24 58.

MAC GOLD DIVISION
WARREN-MOTT 65, NEW

HAVEN 28: Joe Asbury scored
16 points, and Brad Stewart
added 13 points for Warren-Mott.
C.J. Olaniyan and Tommy Bell
each had 12 points, and Victor
Sharpe had 11 assists.
Warren-Mott 20 21 16 8 - 65
New Haven 9 3 10 6 - 28

WARREN-MOTT (9-1, 13-4): Tommy Bell 12, Victor
Sharpe 2, Deante Gooden 2, Vernon Webber 1, Jerome
Cobb 4, Brad Stewart 13, Charles Chapman 3, C.J. Ola-
niyan 12, Joe Asbury 16. Totals: 25 (2) 13-18 65.

NEW HAVEN (2-7, 5-11): Tyler Smith 4, Desmond
Clark 2, D’Vanta Labby 2, Darius Ratliff 2, Roemello
Moore 6, Damian Nicholson 5, Rob Farr 7. Totals: 12 (2)
2-8 28.

MOUNT CLEMENS 53, MAR-
YSVILLE 39: While there’s no-
body named Justin Verlander on
the roster, coach Kurt Wilson’s
Mount Clemens squad tossed a
shutout in the first quarter.

The visiting Bathers led 15-0
after the opening eight minutes of
play.

“We played very good defense
for awhile,” said Wilson.

Mount Clemens (9-0, 13-4) got
20 points and five steals from ju-

said. “That’s how you get better.
They have to remember this is a
very good basketball team. We’re
not the only one they’ve beaten by
20 points and we won’t be the last.”

Leterrius Walton led Clinton-
dale with 13 points and Michael
Johnson scored 12.
Clintondale 10 17 12 19 -- 58
Warren Woods-Tower 22 15 20 20 -- 77

CLINTONDALE (5-5, 7-8): Michael Johnson 12, Mar-
tize McCain 9, James Moore 4, Leterrius Walton 13,
Keith Nelson 9, Dana Hamlett 2, Treyvon Johnson 3,
Aaron Sharpe 1, Benaiah Jones 5. Totals: 23 (4) 8-15--
58.

WARREN WOODS-TOWER (9-1, 13-2): Josh Storm
9, Andrew Kawam 6, Jacob Warwinsky 6, Darnell Cana-
dy 26, Ryan Newcom 10, Melvin Williams 1, Alex Spur-
geon 2, Will Stockdale 3, Danzel McReynolds 2, Ray-
shawn Nance 12. Totals: 33 (2) 9-15--77.

MAC RED DIVISION
L’ANSE CREUSE NORTH

68, ROMEO 56: Jesse Schienke
led LCN with 16 points, 12 re-
bounds and five blocks. Craig
Smelley also scored 16 points, Mike
Osterman had 11 points, and Der-
rick Hanson had eight points and
nine rebounds for the Crusaders.
Romeo 8 10 13 25 - 56
L’Anse Creuse North 12 19 16 21 - 68

ROMEO (5-5, 8-8): Ryan Thomas 16, Taylor Brynaert
7, Spencer Szwejk 11, Jason Schirmer 5, Ryan Grzegor-
zewski 6, Steven Saliga 2, Eddie Theut 2, Nathan Fraey-
man 7. Totals: 17 (5) 17-25 56.

L’ANSE CREUSE NORTH (7-1, 13-2): Derrick Han-
son 8, Calvin Curry 8, Zach White 7, Craig Smelley 16,
Mike Osterman 11, Willie Taylor 2, Jesse Schienke 16.
Totals: 27 (3) 11-18 68.

DAKOTA 64, L’ANSE
CREUSE 60 (OT): Deontae Rex
scored all six of his points in
overtime to lead the Cougars (6-
4, 10-7). Rex was 6-for-6 from the
free-throw line in OT.

Will Stone scored 16 points to
lead Dakota’s offense, while
Mark Morris added 14, Alec Tor-
tamasi chipped in 13 and Evan
Walker finished with 12.

The Lancers (1-8, 4-11) got 17
points from Herman Washing-
ton and 12 out of Brian Keyes.
Dakota 8 7 17 17 15 - 64
L’Anse Creuse 13 8 10 18 11 - 60

DAKOTA (6-4, 10-7): Alec Tortamasi 13, Mark Mor-
ris 14, Evan Walker 12, Will Stone 16, Deontae Rex 6,
Deandre Smith 3. Totals: 22 (7) 13-18 64.

L’ANSE CREUSE (1-8, 4-11): Terrell Wright 5, Du-
juan Henderson 8, Brian Keyes 12, Jawuan Doggett 2,
Giovanni Gordon 9, Herman Washington 17, Devin Mit-
chell 7. Totals: 19 (3) 14-20 60.

MAC WHITE DIVISION
GROSSE POINTE SOUTH

51, STEVENSON 44: Corbert
Conroy made seven of eight free
throws in the fourth quarter to
seal the victory for GPS. Victor
Mattison scored a game-high 15
points, and Conroy finished with
11 points.
Grosse Pointe South 10 14 17 10 - 51
Stevenson 10 8 11 15 - 44

GROSSE POINTE SOUTH (4-5, 5-10): Victor Matti-
son 15, Jarvis Wise 5, Ben Fry , Corbet Conroy 11, Bran-
don Barkley 5, Alex Bedan 8, Jon Roberts 7. Totals: 17
(4) 13-17 51.

STEVENSON (3-7, 5-12): Joe Kachi 1, Savio Riskal-
lah 11, Eugene Pratt 10, Josh Corbin 5, John Sulek 10,
Kamits 2, Mike Puzzuoli 4. Totals: 12 (4) 16-21 44.

COUSINO 64, PORT HURON

ROUNDUP: LCN topples Romeo; Dakota wins in OT
Continued from Page 2B

“Most of the matchups were
what we expected to see I just
think we got out fought in
some matches that we should
have won,” said Warrem
Woods-Tower coach Greg
Meyer. “I think that’s the bot-
tom line. No excuses on our
part. I think our guys wrestled
hard but I don’t think we wres-
tled smart sometimes. And a
couple of times we just got out
muscled.”

Meyer had a long talk with
his seniors after the match.

“I told them if this was an easy
sport a lot more people would do
it,” said Meyer. “The things that
you have to do to be good in this
sport are unrivaled by any
other.”

be nice to have all home run
hitters, but we  have a lot of or-
dinary boys doing some ex-
traordinary things.”

As Avondale hoisted the tro-
phy and celebrated, the Vi-
kings stood dejected and think-
ing of what might have been.

“We just got outwrestled,”
said Conflitti. “Avondale has a
history of keeping it close.
They don’t give up a lot of
points and they don’t score a
lot of points.”

Went admitted his team
choked against Hazel Park in
the regional final two years ago.

Hazel Park defeated Birming-
ham Seaholm 44-15 in the semi-
final round and Avondale oust-
ed Warren Woods-Tower 31-28.

had it not been for a team penalty
point against Hazel Park. The
point was taken away when after
losing his match at 135, Lance

Katulski ran off the mat and
out of the gym without shaking
hands with his opponent. But it
was  Hazel Park’s failure to get
pins in a couple of matches and
Avondale’s ability to stay off their
backs — even in matches that
they lost — that were the reasons
the Yellowjackets prevailed.

“Staying off of our back was
huge,” said Went. “The boys
know their role and we had some
boys go  out we knew were not
going to win but we knew they
were going to stay off their back
and that they  would not give up
more than three points. It would

heart,” said Went. “There was
good teamwork, good leadership
and all of those things you hope
for came together at the right
time. And they did it all with
quiet confidence. It showed a lot
of character and a lot of class.”

Avondale took a 9-0 lead before
Hazel Park’s Brandon Walker
got a dramatic pin to close the
gap to  9-6.

“Brandon buried him with that
pin and I thought that was going
to change everything,” said Hazel
Park coach Mike Conflitti.

But the pendulum quickly
swing back in Avondale’s favor
as the Yellowjackets won at 135,
140 and 145.

The match would have been
tied with two more matches to go

By Susan Smiley
Special to the Daily Tribune

 MADISON HEIGHTS —
Avondale Coach Ray Went has a

long mem-
ory. Two
years ago in
their team
regional
final, his
Yellowjack-
ets lost to

the Vikings 33-29. He didn’t like
the feeling he had after losing
that match. This year Went and
the Yellowjackets reversed the
score and defeated Hazel Park 33-
29 to win their Division 2 region-
al championship.

“The boys responded tonight
with great courage and great

Avondale trips up WWT en route to regional title

BLUE
DEVILS:
Dominant
in title win
Continued from Page 1B

won 23 bouts on the night and se-
cured a berth in a state quarterfi-
nal match at Battle Creek.

“We have a lot of kids on this
team who can wrestle. We have a
lot of kids who can compete,”
said Hamblin, who coaches the
Blue Devils with Brandon Day.

“I never compare teams; their
like children, all different,”
Hamblin said. “But this team
has more depth than any team
we’ve had. We showed it today.”

Senior Sean Clancy, junior
Austin Kratt, senior Roger
Crump and 10th-grader Austin
Cattera each wrestled twice.
Clancy, Crump and Cattera won
both of their matches; Kratt
split.

Sophomore Adrian Morang’s
12-4 major decision at 160 pounds
gave the Blue Devils a 40-4 lead,
inspired the clanging of a cow-
bell by a Richmond rooter and
clinched the victory over the
Chiefs that gave RHS its eighth
regional championship since
2000.

“I’ve coached most of these
kids since they were in the fifth
grade,” Day said. “We’ve always
sold them on the team concept
and they showed it today.

“They’re all buddies. There
are no egos, no jealousy. And it’s
a great group of parents. Every-
one is focused on winning.”

Richmond, 45-4, wrestles at 1
p.m. Feb. 26 in a state quarterfi-
nal match.

The Blue Devils will seek to
reach the state semifinals for the
fifth time since 2002. Richmond
was the Division 3 state cham-
pion in 2000, 2002 and 2006.

Capac rallied to beat Birch
Run 33-24 in a semifinal match.

Richmond rolled into the final
with a 60-7 victory over Lakev-
ille, which was making its first
regional appearance since 1994.

The Blue Devils won 12 of the
14 matches against the Falcons,
who have four seniors on their
roster and finished with a 9-20
dual-meet record.

Cattera got Richmond rocking
with a pin in 1:17 at 103 pounds.

Nate Henke, Grant Hafner, Pat
Baruth, Clancy, Kratt and Ryan
Peltier followed with pins as the
Blue Devils romped.

Lakeville, a member of the
Genesee Area Conference, same
as host school Montrose, can
learn from the experience of fac-
ing the Blue Devils, Falcons
coach Jeff Pickens said.

“We knew we had a tough
draw, but hopefully our kids
take something positive from
this,” Pickens said. “Richmond
has a great program.”

CHAMPIONSHIP
Richmond 56, Capac 13

103 pounds: Austin Cattera, R, technical fall, Nick Helzer,
20-5. 112: Dustin Pitcel, R, technical fall, Michael Deden-
bach, 22-5. 119: Garett Edwards, R, major dec. Josh Neme-
cek, 14-3. 125: Justin Russo, R, major dec. Gideon Gaiter,
27-13. 130: Casey Martin, R, pinned Brandon Schalm, :57.
135: Sean Clancy, R, pinned Dan Cornish,  1:21. 140: Pres-
ton Treend, R, technical fall, Josh Kaiser,  20-5. 145: Brian
Henke, R, pinned David DeBouvre,  :24. 152: Brian Kulman,
C, major dec., Austin Kratt, 12-3. 160: Adrian Morang, R,
major dec., Aaron Smith,  12-4. 171: Roger Crump, R, techni-
cal fall, Curtis Patton,  21-6. 189: Dakota Boldrey, R, pinned
Ed Niemi, 1:28. 215: Thomas Bolday, C, dec. Greg Sebasti-
an, 6-1. 285: Pat White, C, pinned Josh Younk, 3:11.

(Match started at 112 pounds.)

SEMIFINAL
Richmond 60, Otisville-Lakeville 7

103 pounds: Austin Cattera, R, pinned Lucas King,
1:17. 112: Nate Henke, R, pinned Mark Kennedy, 1:34.
119: Mike Davis, R, dec. Mason Burkhardt, 7-4. 125:
Brandon Pawlak, R, major dec. Joe Hardin, 15-0. 130:
Grant Hafner, R, pinned Trevor Wood, 3:03. 135: Pat
Baruth, R, pinned Tyler Wood, 1:04. 140: Sean Clancy,
R, pinned Jacky Cowell, 1:33. 145: Beau Barton, R, dec.
Andy Chmielewski, 14-7. 152:  Austin Kratt, R, pinned
Dakota Mathews, 3:00. 160: Cecil Batchelor, L, major
dec. Tyler Olsen, 19-8. 171: Roger Crump, R, technical
fall, Cody Wright, 21-6. 189: Robert Clancy, R, dec. An-
thony Davis, 10-3. 215: Billy Smith, L, dec. Eric Boyd, 5-
3. 285: Ryan Peltier, R, pinned Alex Walton, 3:31.

(Match started at 103.)




