
Best in the county

Macomb Daily staff photo by Ray J. Skowronek

Chippewa Valley’s Claire Cannon and Romeo’s Blake Cushingberry stand with their trophies
after being named The Macomb Daily girls and boys players of the year for the 2007-08 season.
For more on The Macomb Daily Basketball Dinner see Page 1C.



Big Reds, Bulldogs honored
� Cushingberry,
Cannon grab
top player awards.
The Macomb Daily Sports Staff

In a year when a state high
school sports realignment forced
both boys and girls to take to the
court during the same season,
the Chippewa Valley girls bas-
ketball team and Romeo boys
basketball team went home with

top honors
from Tues-
day’s an-
nual Ma-
comb Daily
basketball
dinner.

The Big Reds finished the sea-
son with a strong 22-2 record,
taking MAC White Division and
district titles before falling 50-47
to eventual state champion
Grosse Pointe North in the re-
gional final.

The Bulldogs finished the sea-
son 19-4 and claimed the MAC
Red and district titles before
being knocked down by fifth-
ranked Clarkston in regional
semifinal play.

Romeo’s star player, Oakland
University-bound Blake Cush-
ingberry, was also named Player
of the Year after earning 13 dou-
ble-doubles on the season. He
scored 25.4 points per game to go
along with 10.9 rebounds a night.
He also shot better than 50 per-
cent from the 3-point line.

On the girls side, Chippewa
Valley’s Claire Cannon walked
away with Player of the Year
honors. She was voted MAC
White MVP after averaging 15.2
points and 4.2 assists per game.

In addition to coaching the
Team of the Year and coaching
the girls Player of the Year, Big
Reds coach Dave Prestininzi
claimed girls Coach of the Year
honors for leading Chippewa
Valley to a county-best record
and strong playoff run. Presti-

ninzi, a long-
time softball
coach for Chip-
pewa Valley,
was only in his
first year as a
basketball
coach for the
Big Reds.

On the boys
side, longtime
coach Greg
Esler took
home Coach of
the Year hon-
ors after lead-
ing the De La
Salle Pilots to
their 10th
straight dis-
trict title and
16-8 overall rec-
ord, with the
Pilots only losing in the Class A
regional final to Detroit Finney
in double overtime.

The All-County squads also
were announced at the dinner.
Cushingberry, L’Anse Creuse’s
Nick Carreri, Ford’s Kyle Hunt,
De La Salle’s Alex Marcotullio
and South Lake’s Quentin Jones
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The Chippewa Valley girls basketball team celebrates after the Big Reds were named the 2008 Team of the Year.
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Oakland men’s basketball
coach Greg Kampe served as
the dinner’s guest speaker.
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Members of the Romeo boys basketball team hold the trophy after the Bulldogs were named the 2008 Team of the Year.See BANQUET, Page 2C
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Girls All-Macomb County

First Team
NAME SCHOOL CLASS
CLAIRE CANNON Chippewa Valley Senior
KRISTIAN HINES Fitzgerald Soph.
LEA JONES Ford Senior
BECKA McHENRY Fraser Junior
JESSICA TRAMBLEY Warren Woods-Tower Senior

Second Team
NAME SCHOOL CLASS
CAITLIN DECKERS Cousino Senior
TAYLOR PRIOR Armada Senior
CAREN RYDQUIST Romeo Senior
HANNAH SABOL Regina Junior
LEAH SEMIK Memphis Senior

Third Team
NAME SCHOOL CLASS
KATIE GEYMAN Warren Woods-Tower Senior
KELSEY IRWIN Fraser Junior
TORNISHA JONES Mount Clemens Senior
ALLISEN KUPPE Lutheran North Junior
STEPHANIE LEE Center Line Soph.

Fourth Team
NAME SCHOOL CLASS
GABBY ADAMS Clintondale Junior
EMILY CIZMAS Chippewa Valley Soph.
NICOLE DENNIS Lakeview Senior
COURTNEY DYER Fitzgerald Soph.
TALITHA ROBERTSON Stevenson Senior

Honorable Mention
LAUREN ALLEN, Warren Woods-Tower; PRECIOUS ALLEN, Conner Creek East;

AISHA ANDERSON, Sterling Heights; CALLAN BANACH, Armada; MICHELLE BLAIN,
Eisenhower; JULIE BRICKEL, Richmond; EMILY CRESS, Parkway Christian; KATIE
D’HONDT, Lake Shore; ALLIE DREWES, Ford; MICHELLE FOWLER, Memphis; KATE
HENSLER, Center Line; SHANTELLE HERRING, Dakota; CHANEQUA HILLS, Roseville;
MICHELLE IRVIN, Lutheran North; CHARLAYA IRVING, Lincoln; MELANIE JAROCH,
Romeo; NATALIE LASKOWSKI, Warren-Mott; CARLY LUKE, South Lake; BREANNA
McFADDEN, L’Anse Creuse North; AJAI MEEKS, Fitzgerald; DANIELLE MEYER, Cous-
ino; KELSEY RACZAK, Ford; PAIGE SICKMILLER, Romeo; BRITTANY SIMON, Chippe-
wa Valley; NICKI SIOMKA, Immaculate Conception; JAMIE SKIBA, Utica; MARIAH
SPICER, Mount Clemens; CARLAY STAHL, L’Anse Creuse; JESSICA STEVENSON, An-
chor Bay; KARA TUCKER, Macomb Christian; CHELSEA VILLEME, Armada; CAITLIN
WALZ, Richmond; DIONN WASHINGTON, Clintondale; MONIQUE WILLIAMS, New
Haven; LANEA WILLIAMSON, East Detroit; COURTNEY ZAMMIT, Stevenson.

Boys All-Macomb County

First Team
NAME SCHOOL CLASS
NICK CARRERI L’Anse Creuse Senior
BLAKE CUSHINGBERRY Romeo Senior
KYLE HUNT Ford Senior
QUENTIN JONES South Lake Senior
ALEX MARCOTULLIO De La Salle Junior

Second Team
NAME SCHOOL CLASS
SAL HERMIZ Center Line Senior
SAM HINES Fitzgerald Senior
CHRIS LEMM Chippewa Valley Senior
ERIK THOMPSON L’Anse Creuse North Senior
ZURLON TIPTON Parkway Christian Junior

Third Team
NAME SCHOOL CLASS
JON ACUFF Lincoln Senior
JAMES BETHEA Clintondale Junior
WILLIE CRUZ L’Anse Creuse Junior
BRANDON GOUCH Roseville Soph.
NICK KOSOVICH Romeo Senior

Fourth Team
NAME SCHOOL CLASS
JUSTIN BREGE Eisenhower Senior
MARKELL HARRIS Mount Clemens Junior
ALEX HARVILLE De La Salle Junior
NATE KING Ford Senior
JOSH QUEEN Richmond Junior

Honorable Mention
BEN ABRAHAM, Memphis; BRENDON ADAMS, Clintondale; CHUCK BARONE, Ei-

senhower; JOEL BATTJES, Macomb Christian; BRIAN BUDCHUK, Lutheran North; AN-
THONY CAMPBELL, Fitzgerald; MATT CARDEN, Fraser; NICO CONTI, Lakeview; KYLE
DeMASTER, Dakota; ADAM DeSMET, Anchor Bay; MATT DeSMET, Anchor Bay; RICK
DORAN, Chippewa Valley; MATT DUGAN, Warren-Woods-Tower; BERNARD EDWARDS,
Cousino; JON ESSENMACHER, Center Line; GERRY HAMMONS, South Lake; BEN
HAYES, De La Salle; MICHAEL HOLLINGSWORTH, Utica; TORREL HOLT, Conner Creek
East; JOHN HOSKINS JR., Conner Creek West; LARRY HOUSER II, Parkway Christian;
JON IRONS, Stevenson; DEVIN KLING, Memphis; JAY KOPICKI, Fitzgerald; JORDAN
KRAUSE, Armada; MICHAELANGELO LEE, New Haven; ALEX LOWRY, Sterling
Heights; ANDREW MacDONALD, Lutheran North; ERIC MACK, Roseville; BRENT
NEWSOM, Romeo; MIKE NIEMAN, L’Anse Creuse North; C. J. OLANIYAN, Warren-
Mott; BRANDON PASCHALL, Center Line; MONTEZ RICHARDSON, East Detroit; EARL
ROBINSON, Lincoln; DAN SCHROEDER, Richmond; KEVIN VANGHELUWE, Lake
Shore; ANTHONY WILLIAMS, Lincoln; DERRELL WILLIAMS, South Lake; JARED WOZ-
NIAK, Armada.

All-county hoops
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Members of the girls basketball All-County First Team are, from left to right, Fraser’s Becka McHenry, Chippewa Valley’s Claire Cannon,
Warren Woods-Tower’s Jessica Trambley, Ford’s Lea Jones and Fitzgerald’s Kristian Hines.
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Members of the boys basketball All-County First Team, from left to right, are South Lake’s Quentin Jones, Ford’s Kyle Hunt, L’Anse
Creuse’s Nick Carreri, De La Salle’s Alex Marcotullio and Romeo’s Blake Cushingberry.

Girls Coaches

of the Year
2008 DAVE PRESTININZI, Chip. Valley

Boys Coaches

of the Year
1966 FRED LEE, East Detroit
1967 CHET KRASZEWSKI, Clintondale
1968 DICK BLACK, Lakeview
1969 WALT KOEPKE, Mount Clemens
1970 CRAIG MORRIS, Stevenson
1971 JOHN SWITCHULIS, Lincoln
1972 JERRY BARR, Romeo
1973 HERB RUMLER, Lake Shore
1974 JACK DECEMBER, Mott
1975 DICK CHRISTY, Sterling Heights
1976 JIM BARKER, Ford
1977 JIM BARKER, Ford

DICK SNYDER, Fitzgerald
1978 DICK SNYDER, Fitzgerald
1979 DREW PISHA, Cousino
1980 MIKE McINERNEY, Eisenhower
1981 JIM BARKER, Ford

DICK CHRISTY, Sterling Heights
1982 AL SNYDER, Mount Clemens
1983 JIM BARKER, Ford
1984 JERRY BARR, Romeo
1985 AL SNYDER, Mount Clemens
1986 KEVIN VOSS, Chippewa Valley
1987 DICK CHRISTY, Sterling Heights
1988 GARY BUSLEPP, De La Salle
1989 GREG ESLER, Lake Shore
1990 RON WANGRUD, Roseville
1991 GEORGE STEELE, Warren
1992 TOM VALKO, Memphis
1993 AL SNYDER, Mount Clemens
1994 GREG ESLER, Lake Shore

PAUL MANDZIARA, Center Line
1995 GREG ESLER, De La Salle
1996 MARSHALL WANDREI, Fraser
1997 KEN SIMS, New Haven
1998 MARSHALL WANDREI, Fraser
1999 CHRIS FLYNN, L’Anse Creuse
2000 JAY RITCHIE, South Lake
2001 BILL SNYDER, Fitzgerald
2002 MARTY ALWARDT, New Haven
2003 KEVIN VOSS, Chippewa Valley
2004 ROGER OPSOMMER, South Lake
2005 JIM BENEFIELD, Lincoln
2006 BILL SNYDER, Dakota
2007 JIM BARKER, Parkway Christian
2008 Greg Esler, De La Salle

BOYS COACH OF THE YEAR
Greg Esler, De La Salle

Boys Teams

of the Year
1966 East Detroit
1967 Clintondale
1968 Romeo
1969 New Haven
1970 Romeo
1971 Lincoln
1972 Romeo
1973 Lake Shore
1974 Mount Clemens
1975 Sterling Heights
1976 Ford
1977 Ford
1978 Fitzgerald
1979 Cousino
1980 Eisenhower
1981 Sterling Heights
1982 Mount Clemens
1983 Ford
1984 Ford
1985 Mount Clemens
1986 Chippewa Valley
1987 Sterling Heights
1988 De La Salle
1989 Clintondale
1990 Warren

1991 Ford
1992 Ford

Memphis
1993 Lake Shore
1994 Lake Shore
1995 De La Salle
1996 Chippewa Valley

New Haven
1997 New Haven
1998 Fraser
1999 Chippewa Valley
2000 De La Salle
2001 Mount Clemens

New Haven
2002 St. Clement
2003 Romeo
2004 Chippewa Valley
2005 De La Salle

Lincoln
2006 Dakota
2007 De La Salle

Parkway Christian
2008 Romeo

Girls Teams

of the Year
2008 Chippewa Valley

GIRLS COACH OF THE YEAR
Dave Prestininzi, Chippewa Valley

the major awards.
Oakland University men’s bas-

ketball coach Greg Kampe, who
has amassed 396 career wins
with the Grizzlies and was
named Division I Coach of the
Year in 1999-2000, was the guest
speaker.

The dinner was attended by
more than 400 players, coaches
and their friends and families.

ment staffers also introduced and

honored the Class A and Class B-

C-D All-Star teams, which were

selected by panels of coaches rep-

resenting the county schools.

These teams were combined to

form the All-County squads.
The Macomb Daily sports de-

partment selected the All-

County teams and the winners of

were named to the First Team.
In addition to Chippewa Val-

ley’s Cannon, the girls All-
County First Team included
Fitzgerald’s Kristian Hines,
Ford’s Lea Jones, Fraser’s Becka
McHenry and Warren Woods-
Tower’s Jessica Trambley.

Macomb Daily sports depart-

BANQUET: Top players, teams honored
Continued from Page 1C

TUESDAY, MARCH 25
Baseball
Hamtramck at Center Line
Soccer
L’Anse Creuse at Center Line
Roseville at Armada
Sandusky at Memphis

THURSDAY, MARCH 20
Track
South Lake at Saginaw Valley State University Invitation-
al

FRIDAY, MARCH 21
Track
South Lake at Saginaw Valley State University Invitation-
al

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19
Soccer
Center Line at Ferndale
Tennis
Utica at Stevenson
Track
Lakeview, Romeo, Utica and Stevenson at Macomb
Community College Indoor Championships

Schedule


