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some of our sets. My hat’s off to
them. They were ready for us.”

His Pilots will now face Detroit
Finney in the regional final Wed-
nesday at 7 p.m. The High-
landers held off Eisenhower 41-
36 in the night’s second game.

“We did a good job getting the

ball inside tonight, we just didn’t

make free throws,” said Esler,

whose team beat Finney 49-36 in

last year’s regional semifinal

round. “Like I told the kids after-

wards ‘you don’t get style points

(for these wins)’. We’re still one

of just 16 teams left playing.”
De La Salle 50, L’Anse Creuse North 49

De La Salle 11 15 15 9 -- 50
L’Anse Creuse North 11 9 16 13 -- 49

DE LA SALLE (16-7): Alex Marcotullio 14, Alexander
Harville 4, Ben Hayes 13, Josh Sinagoga 2, Killian
Smith 6, Kevin McCarthy 11. Totals: 18 (2) 12-19 50.

L’ANSE CREUSE NORTH (17-7): Erik Thompson 12,
Mike Nieman 13, Nate Schutt 5, Tracy Jackson 2, Josh
Brogan 2, J.B. Jones 2, Jacob Czarnecki 7, Jesse
Schienke 6. Totals: 19 (3) 8-10 49.

points and Schienke finished with
a team-best seven rebounds, bat-
tling tough against De La Salle’s
big front line of Hayes, McCarthy
and Marcotullio. The trio com-
bined for 38 points in the win.

“I was really happy defensively.
We met all our goals,” said Seletsky,
who added that he had hoped to keep
Marcotullio and Harville under 20
points combined and De La Salle to
under 52 points for the game. “I
thought if we could do that we’d be
right in the game. It just came down
to the offensive end and just not con-
verting on some of our open looks.”

Esler credited Seletsky and his
staff for its game plan.

“They were so prepared for
us,” Esler said. “The first time I
thought we throttled them. (This
time) I knew it was going to be
tough. (Seletsky) had his kids
ready and they took us out of

with 1:31 to play.
Nieman pulled his team to

within a point on a baseline
jumper but junior forward Alex
Marcotullio hit a pair of clutch
free throws with 28 seconds left.
They proved to be the difference.

“I’ve never been prouder of a
team, the way they battled,” LCN
coach Jay Seletsky said after the
game. “The integrity and the
character of our seniors, to get it
back to four or five by the end of
the third quarter and to keep it
close, I’m proud of them.

“I give (DLS) all the credit in
the world. We just came up a lit-
tle short.”

Nieman finished with a team-
high 13 points for the Crusaders,
who finished 17-7 for the season.
Thompson had 12 points, five
steals and four assists in the loss.
Senior Jacob Czarnecki had seven

Schutt and senior Mike Nieman
hit three pointers and sopho-
more Jesse Schienke took a feed
inside from Calvin Curry to cut
the lead to three points at 39-36.

“We lost our composure a little
bit and I think that was a turning
point,” Esler said. “Everything
was going our way. They didn’t
have an answer for us inside and
we kind of lost our composure a
little bit.”

L’Anse Creuse North used a 7-
1 run to open the fourth quarter
and took a 43-42 lead on a Nie-
man bank shot with 3:24 left on
the clock.

But De La Salle went back in-
side to Hayes for a basket. Har-
ville then hit a pair of free
throws and Hayes again scored
inside on a putback of a missed
three pointer to extend the Pi-
lots’ lead back to three points

game between the two teams.
L’Anse Creuse North, which fell
to the Pilots 67-54 earlier this sea-
son, kept the game close
throughout the first half. De La
Salle extended a six-point half-
time lead to 11 points on a give-
and-go play from Harville to ju-
nior center Kevin McCarthy
with 4:17 left in the third quarter.

At that point the Pilots led 35-
24.

Senior Nate Schutt’s jumper
on the ensuing possession cut
the lead back to nine points. De
La Salle junior Ben Hayes was
then called for a charge and
Esler subsequently drew a tech-
nical foul disputing the call.

Thompson hit a pair of free
throws to make it 35-28.

DLS went back inside to soph-
omore forward Killian Smith to
up the lead to nine again. But

“I was just face guarding
Thompson and luckily he didn’t
get the ball,” Harville said.
“They gave it to (Jackson) and
when he was driving down the
middle I was able to get a hand
on it and deflect it.

“Coach said we had nothing to
lose with three seconds left.”

The Pilots had a foul to give.
And they weren’t about to let the
Crusaders’ best player beat them.

“I told them that we had one
foul to give,” DLS coach Greg
Esler said. “I told them that if
they penetrate, step out and go
for the ball. We pounced on
(Jackson) and got to the ball.
That was the game. The guys ac-
tually listened to me for once.”

The play ended what turned
out to be a very competitive
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Girls Basketball
CLASS D

ALL-STATE LIST

The 2008 Associated Press Class D girls
All-State basketball team selected by Michigan
sports writers and broadcasters:

———
Kelly DeNoyelles, Mount Pleasant Sacred

Heart, 5-9, Sr. (Class D Player of the Year)
Stephanie Pung, Portland St. Patrick, 5-4,

Sr.
Laura Karsten, Muskegon Western Michi-

gan Christian, 5-9, Sr.
Megan Bement, Burton Genesee Christian,

5-10, Sr.
Sammy Theut, Cardinal Mooney, 5-7, Jr.
Jasmine Hines, Central Lake, 6-3, Fr.
Ashley Bauman, Manistee Catholic Central,

6-3, Jr.
Bianca Barton, Birmingham Roeper, 5-9,

Sr.
Kayla Gross, New Lothrop, 5-7, Sr.
Jessica Roell, Iron Mountain North Dickin-

son, 6-1, Sr.
COACH: Ernie Righetti, Roeper

———
SPECIAL MENTION (nominees receiving

two or more votes from the 10-member panel):
Tonya Thelen, Fowler; Michelle Barkley, Cli-
max-Scotts; Rachel Jackson, Mount Pleasant
Sacred Heart.

COACH: Tom Kohlmann, New Lothrop.
———

HONORABLE MENTION (nominees receiv-
ing one or no votes from the 10-member
panel):

Karla Cochran, St. Joseph Lake Michigan
Catholic; Kayla Weaver, Fairview; Connaught
Blood, Hillsdale Academy; Alyssa Hansen,
Lansing Christian; Ashley Allison, Cardinal
Mooney; Emily Kolacz, Kingston; Megan Schaf-
er, Beal City; Ashlie House, Johannesburg Lew-
iston; Leah Patenge, Fremont Providence
Christian; Megan Murphy, Onaway; Allie Jo
Nave, Onaway; Molly Poel, Bellaire.

COACHES: Susan Everhart, Cardinal
Mooney; Mark DeNoyelles, Mount Pleasant
Sacred Heart.

Miss Basketball
1981 — Julie Polakowski, Leland (Michi-

gan State)
1982 — Sue Tucker, Okemos (Michigan

State)
1983 — Michele Kruty, Manistee (Dayton)
1984 — Emily Wagner, Livonia Ladywood

(Stanford)
1985 — Franthea Price, River Rouge (Iowa)
1986 — Daedra Charles, Detroit DePorres

(Tennessee)
1987 — Dena Head, Plymouth Salem (Ten-

nessee)
1988 — Jennifer Shasky, Birmingham Mar-

ian (George Washington)
1989 — Peggy Evans, Country Day (Ten-

nessee/Ohio State)
1990 — Markita Aldridge, Detroit King

(North Carolina-Charlotte)
1991 — Lisa Negri, Flint Powers (Ohio

State)
1992 — Erinn Reed, Saginaw (Iowa/Kan-

sas)
1993 — Sally Sedlar, Manistee (Toledo/

Central Michigan)
1994 — Kim Knuth, St. Joseph (Toledo)
1995 — Maxann Reese, Redford Bishop

Borgess (Michigan State)
1996 — Deanna Nolan, Flint Northern

(Georgia)
1997 — Aiysha Smith, Redford Bishop Bor-

gess (St. Johns)
1998 — Kristen Koetsier, Grandville (West-

ern Michigan)
1999 — Vicki Krapohl, Mount Pleasant

(Duke)
2000 — Tabitha Pool, Ann Arbor Huron

(Michigan)
2001 — Liz Shimek, Maple City Glen Lake

(Michigan State)
2002 — Danielle Kamm, Saginaw Nouvel

(Marquette)
2003 — Krista Clement, St. Ignace La

Salle (Michigan)
2004 — Tiffanie Shives, Lansing Christian

(Michigan State)
2005 — Allyssa DeHaan, Grandville (Mich-

igan State)
2006 — Brenna Banktson, Frankfort (West-

ern Michigan)
2007-08 — Kellie Watson, Ionia (Notre

Dame)

State Quarters
All games today

CLASS A

Lansing-Eastern

Grand Haven vs. East Lansing
Ypsilanti-Lincoln

Southgate Anderson vs. North Farmington
(23-2)

Ferndale

Southfield Lathrup vs. Grosse Pointe North
Oxford

Rochester vs. Saginaw Arthur Hill
CLASS B

Zeeland West

Holland Christian vs. Grand Rapids Catholic
Central (21-4)

Jackson

Lansing Waverly vs. Detroit Community (23-
0)

Linden-Lake Fenton

Detroit Country Day vs. Flint Powers Catho-
lic

Cedar Springs

Portland vs. Ludington (24-1)
CLASS C

Battle Creek-Central

Galesburg-Augusta (20-5) vs. Dansville
Whitmore Lake

Napoleon vs. Allen Park Cabrini
Mount Pleasant

Saginaw Nouvel vs. Morley-Stanwood (22-
2)

Gaylord

Kingsley vs. Ishpeming Westwood (24-0)
CLASS D

Lansing-Eastern

St. Joseph Lake Michigan Catholic (22-3)
vs. New Lothrop

West Bloomfield

Roeper (24-0) vs. Cardinal Mooney
Traverse City West

Mount Pleasant Sacred Heart (23-1) vs. Jo-
hannesberg-Lewiston

Negaunee

Iron Mountain North Dickinson vs. Cedar-
ville (22-1)

three with under a minute to
play. The rest of the game result-
ed in fouls from the Eagles, who
were in the penalty, and buried
free throws from the High-
landers.

“I’m really proud of our guys
and everything they did this sea-
son,” Lemley said. “I think it was
a great send off to our seniors to
get a district title and to have a
good regional run.

“Of course we would have
liked to win but I’m proud of all
of them and everything they
went through this season,” he
continued. “I think they played
with a lot of heart.”

Bijelic and Barone each finish-
ed the game with eight points
and Kavon Rose was the high
scorer for Finney with 10.

Detroit Finney 44, Eisenhower 36

Eisenhower 16 4 11 5 -- 36
Finney 9 8 14 13 -- 44

EISENHOWER (13-11): Jeff Roegner 2, John Orlan-
do 2, Justin Brege 13, Joe Wirth 1, Corey Petros 2, Drag-
an Bijelic 8, Chuck Barone 8. Totals: 15 (4) 2-4 36.

DETROIT FINNEY: Kelvin Moore 2, Darryl Davis 9,
Rashad Reeves 2, Michael Douglas 9, D’Quan Randall
8, Angelo Mason 4, Kavon Rose 10. Totals: 13 (5) 13-
16 44.

fense and finally regained the
lead at 24-22 when Kavon Rose
hit a 3-pointer at the 4:31 mark.

From there, the teams traded
the lead several times before
ending the third period tied at 31.

The Eagles took the early lead
in the fourth when Dragan Bije-
lic tossed in a basket to make it
33-31 — but that would be the last
time Eisenhower held the lead in
the game.

With a little over four minutes
left, and only a two point lead,
the Highlanders proceeded to
hold the ball for two full minutes
in their end of the court — never
trying to score — a move that
elicited loud boos from the Ei-
senhower fans and a standing
ovation from the Finney fans.

After a timeout at 2:11, the Fin-
ney players then attempted to play
a game of keep away but ultimately
threw the ball out of bounds.

Eisenhower had several at-
tempts at the basket but only
managed to bury one more shot
when Bijelic tossed in a long

was going on early on.”
Barone and Jeff Roegner

added four more points in the
run before Finney’s Michael
Douglas hit a 3-pointer at the
buzzer to end the first quarter at
16-9.

In the second quarter, both
teams played haphazard ball for
much of the quarter and there
were several minute stretches
where neither team scored.

Finney’s full court press forced
several turnovers from the Eagles,
who managed several steals of
their own in the same time span.
At the end of the quarter, though,
Eisenhower only scored four
points to Finney’s eight but led 20-
17 at the half.

In the third quarter, Eisenhow-
er started strong when Brege
slipped in unnoticed under the
basket on the opening drive and
scored an easy lay-up. He would
finish the game with 13 points
and was aggressive throughout.

The Highlanders, however,
started to clamp down on de-

School. “We just lost it there at
the end.”

With a little more than two
minutes left in the game, the
Eagles trailed 35-33 but several
loose ball fouls and perfect free
throw shooting from D’Quan
Randall — who went six for six
from the line in the final minutes
— ended the Eagles’ season.

“It was a good game and
they’re a great team,” Lemley
said of the Highlanders, who
ended the regular season ranked
eighth in the state.  “They played
some really great defense that
took us out of our game.”

The Eagles opened strong, tak-
ing their first lead of the game at
8-6 when Chuck Barone made a
driving lay-up down the lane.
After Justin Brege executed two
reverse lay-ups in quick succes-
sion to make the score 12-6, De-
troit Finney was forced to take
its first time out of the game.

“We really executed well in
that first quarter,” Lemley said.
“We really had control of what

� Finney tops
Eagles; face Pilots
next for title.
By Amanda Lee
Macomb Daily Sports Writer

GROSSE POINTE — For
three quarters and six minutes
the Eisenhower Eagles held the

quick run-
ning Detroit
Finney
High-
landers in
check —
only going
down on

stellar free-throw shooting in the
final two minutes as they lost 44-
36 in a Class A regional semfinal.

“I told the guys going into the
game that I wanted to be within
three points in the last three
minutes and we were right
there,” said Eisenhower coach
Brandon Lemley after the game
at Grosse Pointe South High

Eisenhower’s run cut short
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EAGLES:

Advance to
title game
Continued from Page 1B

the fourth quarter as Parkway
Christian blew open a five-point
game with a 67-53 victory in a
Class D regional semifinal at
Roeper Community Center.

“Fourth quarter, I mean, that’s
where it all happens. That’s where
the game is won,” Tipton said. “I
think my team’s got the ability to
come out and have all five players
play as one and do what we got to
do to get the game won.”

The Eagles had a 35-26 halftime
lead and pushed it to 11 points
early in the third quarter before
a 6-0 run by the Wolverines made
it 39-34. It was 45-40 heading into
the fourth quarter.

“At that point we were like, ‘OK,
they’ve made a couple of baskets,
now we know we’ve got to step up,’
and that’s what we did,” said Tip-
ton, who also had 14 rebounds.

The Wolverines misfired on
chances early in the fourth to cut
their deficit further, missing two
layups and three free throws.
The Eagles capitalized by getting
the ball upcourt and drawing
fouls at the rim. The Eagles shot
14 more free throws than the
Wolverines in the second half.

“When we blew it up open I
thought we handled their pres-
sure well and moved the ball well,
found open people,” Eagles coach
Jim Barker said. “I was very
pleased with that.”
The two schools met in a MIAC
crossover game on Dec. 7, which
was a one-point game in the third
quarter and became a 49-37 Eagles
victory. Six-foot junior Matt Coop-
er barely played in that contest,
but he came up huge Monday with
14 points and 11 rebounds.

“He’s much improved from the
beginning of the season to now,”
Barker said. “He’s our X-factor.”

Next up for Parkway Christi-
an is Detroit City.

“They’re a good team,” Tipton
said. “They get second and third
shots. We can’t allow that to
happen.”

Parkway Christian 67, Agape Christian 53

Parkway Christian 16 19 10 22 -- 67
Agape Christian 11 15 14 13 -- 53

PARKWAY CHRISTIAN (18-5): Pat Lubeck 10, Larry
Houser II 15, Mitch Michalski 4, K.C. Bidinger 2, Scott
Declaire 2, Zurlon Tipton 18, Matt Cooper 14, Alex Boyd
2. Totals:  21 (4) 13-24 – 67.

AGAPE CHRISTIAN (17-7): Tyler Majeski 13, Mark
Mullett 6, Kevin Reith 4, Terrell Pierce 11, Jared Miller 6,
Joel Ruffin 6, Daniel Walker 7. Totals:  17 (4) 7-11 – 53.

Boys Basketball

Regionals
CLASS A

(Host Grosse Pointe South)

March 3: De La Salle 50, L’Anse Creuse
North 49; Detroit Finney 44, Eisenhower 36

March 5: Championship -- De La Salle vs.
Detroit Finney, 7 p.m.

(Host Lake Orion)

March 3: Flint Southwestern 66, Pontiac
Northern 61; Clarkston 67, Romeo 57

March 5: Championship -- Flint Southwest-
ern vs. Clarkston, 7 p.m.

CLASS D

(Host Roeper)

March 3: Detroit City 72, Plymouth Christi-
an 60; Parkway Christian 67, Agape Christian
53

March 5: Championship -- Detroit City vs.
Parkway Christian, 7 p.m.
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Romeo’s Blake Cushingberry, left, guards Clarkston’s Brandon Pokley during the Wolves’ 67-57 win.

Clarkston keeps Cushingberry under wraps
By Keith Dunlap
Journal Register News Service

LAKE ORION — There might
not have been a team in the his-
tory of high school basketball
happier to hold an opposing
player to 21 points.

Romeo stud senior Blake
Cushingberry managed to hit
that number on Tuesday, but
given he was averaging over 25
points per game this season,

Clarkston
looked at
the 21 he
scored with
glee.

What
made the
Wolves

even happier was a win. Largely
because of the defensive job they
did on the Oakland University-
bound Cushingberry, Clarkston
moved on in the Class A boys
basketball state tournament
thanks to a 67-57 win over Romeo
in a regional semifinal.

Next up for Clarkston is a re-
gional final date with Flint South-
western at 7 p.m. on Wednesday
at Lake Orion High School.

The winner more than likely
would then be rewarded with a
quarterfinal game against No. 1-
ranked and defending state
champion Saginaw next Tues-
day at Davison High School.

“It all comes down to rebound-
ing and defense for me,” Clark-
ston head coach Dan Fife said.
“Everybody is going to score
points. I thought our kids did a
good job defensively.”

Nobody did a better job than
the Clarkston player who shad-
owed Cushingberry the entire
game, senior Oliver Kupe, who
used his quickness and wing-
span to slow down the multi-di-
mensional Cushingberry.

“He’s probably the strongest
kid I’ve guarded, ever,” said the
6-foot-2 Kupe, who also chipped
in offensively by scoring 13
points. “I just tried to front him
when he was inside and when he
was outside, I just tried to put a
hand in his face because he can
shoot from anywhere.”

For Fife, giving Kupe the pri-
mary defensive assignment on
Cushingberry was an obvious
decision.

“Oliver is long and he’s decep-
tively strong,” Fife said. “That
kind of length on you all the time
forces you out farther (from the

basket) than you’d like.”
Ranked No. 5 in the state,

Clarkston (24-2) controlled the
game in the first half, then had to
fight back from a furious Romeo
rally in the third quarter before
taking control of the game late.

Trailing at halftime, 28-23,
Romeo came out strong in the third
quarter, going on a 12-4 run to take
a 35-32 lead with 5:26 left in the third
and then taking a 40-36 lead with
3:24 remaining in the third on a 3-
point play by Cushingberry.

However, Clarkston respond-
ed, ending the third quarter with
a 9-1 run to grab a 45-41 lead
going into the fourth.

The teams went back and forth
for the first part of the fourth
quarter until Clarkston used a 6-
0 run to take a 58-50 lead with 3:17
remaining.

Romeo senior Nick Kosovich
answered with two baskets to cut
Clarkston’s lead to 58-54 with 2:20
left, but two baskets by junior

Matt Kamieniecki and another by
junior Tom Staton gave Clarkston
a 62-54 lead with 1:13 remaining.

Cushingberry then hit a long 3-
pointer to bring Romeo to within
seven at 64-57 with 57 seconds re-
maining, but the Wolves salted
the game away with three free
throws and solid defense in the
final minute.

Junior Brandon Pokley scored
20 points and senior Julius
Porter joined Kupe by scoring 13
points for the Wolves, who will
be a heavy favorite against
Southwestern (16-9).

Kosovich flanked Cushingber-
ry by scoring 17 points for the
Bulldogs, who finished 19-4.

Romeo head coach Dale Teller
said turnovers were the obvious
culprit for the loss, saying he
counted one stretch in the third
quarter where his team “went
seven straight possessions with-
out getting off a shot.”

“I really don’t have any an-

swer,” Teller said. “The turn-
overs really weren’t anything
they did. We just didn’t play
smart. It’s been kind of a prob-
lem all year, but I thought we
had it taken care of it. It wasn’t
like they were pressing us.”
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