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Boys Basketball

Districts
CLASS A

(Host Grosse Pointe North)
Feb. 25: Quarterfinals – Grosse Pointe South 70,

Lakeview 36; Grosse Pointe North 69, East Detroit 46
Feb. 27: Semifinals – Detroit Finney 52, Grosse

Pointe South 29; Grosse Pointe North 93, Lake Shore
61

Feb. 29: Championship – Detroit Finney 62, Grosse
Pointe North 52

(Host Fraser)
Feb. 25: Quarterfinals – Warren Woods-Tower 53,

Warren-Mott 41; Roseville 63, Fraser 61
Feb. 27: Semifinals – Cousino 78, Warren Woods-

Tower 59; De La Salle 58, Roseville 56
Feb. 29: Championship – De La Salle 51, Cousino 37

(Host Rochester Adams)
Feb. 25: Quarterfinals – Troy 59, vs. Rochester Hills

Stoney Creek 46; Rochester 35, Rochester Adams 34
Feb. 27: Semifinals – Romeo 55, Troy 48; Rochester

def. Troy Athens
Feb. 29: Championship – Romeo 74, Rochester 46

(Host Utica)
Feb. 25: Quarterfinals – Utica 70, Sterling Heights

56; Eisenhower 72, Ford 68 (OT)
Feb. 27: Semifinals – Utica 68, L’Anse Creuse 65;

Eisenhower 58, Stevenson 41
Feb. 29: Championship – Eisenhower 58, Utica 51

(Host L’Anse Creuse North)
Feb. 25: Quarterfinals – Port Huron Northern 65, Chip-

pewa Valley 51; L’Anse Creuse North 49, Dakota 46
Feb. 27: Semifinals – Anchor Bay 59, Port Huron

Northern 55, OT; L’Anse Creuse North 75, Port Huron
31

Feb. 29: Championship – L’Anse Creuse North 52,
Anchor Bay 50

CLASS B
(Host Center Line)

Feb. 25: Quarterfinals - Fitzgerald 66, Center Line
50; Detroit Crockett 63, South Lake 61

Feb. 27: Semifinals - Fitzgerald 68, Lincoln 67; Mad-
ison 63, Detroit Crockett 58

Feb. 29: Championship - Madison 70, Fitzgerald 56
(Host Beverly Hills Detroit Country Day)

Feb. 25: Quarterfinal – Detroit Country Day 74, Clin-
tondale 49

Feb. 27: Semifinals (At Bloomfield Hills Andover) –
Detroit Country Day 59, Lamphere 25; Andover 59,
Cranbrook Kingswood 44

Feb. 29: Championship – Detroit Country Day 62, An-
dover 52

(Host Marine City)
Feb. 25: Quarterfinals - Mount Clemens 67, Rich-

mond 58; Marysville 69, Marine City 53
Feb. 27: Semifinals - Mount Clemens 53, St. Clair

41; Marysville 50, Algonac 36
Feb. 29: Championship - Marysville 85, Mount

Clemens 56

(Host Capac)
Feb. 25: Quarterfinals – Armada 76, Almont 63 (OT);

Notre Dame Prep 56, Capac 54
Feb. 27: Semifinals – Armada 60, Imlay City 55;

Notre Dame Prep def. Lutheran North
Feb. 29: Championship – Notre Dame Prep 72, Ar-

mada 42

CLASS C
(Host New Haven)

Feb. 25: Quarterfinals - Detroit Loyola 62, Academy of
Oak Park Mendota 55; Detroit Communication Media Arts
60, Harper Woods 62; New Haven 51, Eaton Academy 47

Feb. 27: Semifinals - Detroit Loyola def. Ferndale Uni-
versity; Detroit Communication Media Arts 76, New
Haven 37

Feb. 29: Championship – Detroit Communication
Media Arts 68, Detroit Loyola 51

(Host Marlette)
Feb. 25: Quarterfinals - Burton Bentley 56, Sandusky

53; Brown City 32, Marlette 19
Feb. 27: Semifinals - Burton Bentley 68, Dryden 29;

Brown City 53, Memphis 31
Feb. 29: Championship - Brown City 60, Burton Bent-

ley 55

CLASS D
(Host Roeper)

Feb. 25: Quarterfinal – Roeper 57, Conner Creek
West 45

Feb. 27: Semifinals – Conner Creek East 64, Ma-
comb Christian 53; Parkway Christian 51, Roeper 50

Feb. 29: Championship – Parkway Christian 85,
Conner Creek East 53

Boys Ice Hockey

Regionals
DIVISION 1

(At Troy Sports Center)
March 1: Troy Athens vs. Dakota, 6:35 p.m.

DIVISION 2
(At Great Lakes Ice Arena, Fraser)

March 1: De La Salle vs. Grosse Pointe South, 3:45
p.m.

Boys Ice Hockey

Pre-Regionals
DIVISION 1

(At Troy Sports Center)
Semifinals

Feb. 27: Troy Athens 4, Troy Athens 1; Stevenson 7,
Ford 3

Championship
Feb. 28: Troy Athens 7, Stevenson 3

(At Suburban Ice Macomb)
Semifinals

Feb. 25: Dakota 5, Eisenhower 1; Utica 3, Chippewa
Valley 2 (OT)

Championship
Feb. 26: Dakota 3, Utica 0

(At St. Clair Shores Civic Arena)
Semifinals

Feb. 25: U-D Jesuit 2, Warren-Sterling United 0;
Grosse Pointe North 3, St. Clair Shores Unified 0

Championship
Feb. 27: Grosse Pointe North 2, U-D Jesuit 1

DIVISION 2
(At Glacier Pointe)

Semifinals
Feb. 26: Rochester Hills Stoney Creek 4, Romeo 1;

Anchor Bay 8, Port Huron 0
(At Suburban Ice Macomb)

Championship
Feb. 28: Rochester Hills Stoney Creek 2, Anchor Bay

1

(At Detroit City Ice Arena)
Semifinals

Feb. 26: Royal Oak 6, Berkley 4; Grosse Pointe
South 10, Warren-Mott 0

Championship
Feb. 28: Grosse Pointe South 6, Royal Oak, 1

(At Great Lakes Sports)
Semifinal

Feb. 26: De La Salle 5, L’Anse Creuse North 0
Championship

Feb. 28: De La Salle 2, L’Anse Creuse 1

Wrestling

Quarterfinals
All matches Friday

At Kellogg Arena in Battle Creek
Division 1 - 5:30 p.m.

1 - Davison 41, Canton 21
2 - Holt 34, Hartland 19
3 - Temperance Bedford 36, Rockford 32
4 - Lake Orion 38, L’Anse Creuse 26

“Every team in this district
gets up to play us because we’ve
been on top so long and Cousino
really comes out,” he said. “I
thought it was a great game,
especially from a defensive
standpoint. I thought our guys
played a really tough game and
I’m proud of them.”

Rick Powell was the high
scorer for Cousino with 11
points, including two key 3-
pointers in the third quarter.

The Pilots next face L’Anse
Creuse North at Grosse Pointe
South at 5 p.m. on Monday.

De La Salle 51, Cousino 37
Cousino 10 6 10 11 -- 37
De La Salle 15 8 12 16 -- 51

COUSINO: Bernard Edwards 7, Rick Powell 11, David
Chasney 4, Sabahoudin Livadic 2, Matt Balkema 8, Joe
Aldridge 3, Kevin Dunaj 2. Totals: 14 (2) 7-17 37.

DE LA SALLE: Alex Marcotullio 18, Alexander Harville
16, Ben Hayes 7, Josh Sinagoga 3, Kevin McCarthy 7.
Totals: 19 (2) 11-18 51.

triots would get as the Pilots’
other Alex, Alex Harville, start-
ed to take over. After Marcotul-
lio faked a shot and dished to his
left, allowing Harville to hit a
rainbow jumper for three points
for a 40-34 DLS lead with 3:41 left.
He hit another 3-pointer a few
seconds later and followed it up
with a steal and a layup to make
the lead 45-34 and put the game
out of reach for the Patriots with
2:21 left.

“(Harville) was great this
game, he was amazing,” Marco-
tullio said. “He was all over the
place. (McCarthy) was really
strong under the basket too.
They were really strong.”

Following the game, coach
Greg Esler said he knew that
Cousino was a tenacious team
and wasn’t surprised they fought
so hard for so long.

“Our free-throw shooting also
didn’t help.”

The Pilots were up by nine (35-
26) at the end of the third quarter
and appeared ready to coast to
victory, but the Patriots decided
they weren’t done yet.

Cousino cut the lead to 35-29
with 6:46 left in the fourth when
Marcotullio had a shot blocked
and then fouled Balkema from
behind at the other end of the
floor.

Then Patriots guard Bernard
Edwards got warmed up by hit-
ting a short jumper in the paint
to make the score 37-31. After a
jump ball call went the Patriots
way, Edwards hit another
jumper to cut the lead to 37-33 at
the 5:04 mark.

That was the closest the Pa-

with Marcotullio scoring 11 of
his points in the first quarter and
taking a 15-10 advantage.

The Patriots held strong
thanks to solid work under the
net by Matt Balkema, who finish-
ed with eight points in the game.
But Marcotullio and center
Kevin McCarthy — who had 14
rebounds and seven blocks —
helped to build a 23-16 halftime
lead for the Pilots.

The third period saw both
teams have periods of scattered
play — but the Patriots lost the
free-throw war (7-17) and the
turnover war (17).

“They played hard and they
showed a lot of heart, but you
just can’t have that many turn-
overs and hope to win a game,”
said Cousino coach Jeff Borja.

By Amanda Lee
Macomb Daily Sports Writer

For the 10th straight year the

De La Salle Pilots have been

named district champions.
Now a new season begins.

“It was

really great

for us to get

this win but

this is the

playoffs and tomorrow is a new

day and we really want to focus

on that,” said Alex Marcotullio,

who scored 18 points Friday

night in the Pilots’ 51-37 Class A

district championship win over

the Cousino Patriots.
“This is a whole new season

for us,” he said.
The Pilots took the lead early,

Ten times as nice for DLS

Bulldogs
dominate
Falcons
� Romeo grabs
its second-straight
district championship
with 74-46 victory.
By Aaron Walker
Journal Register News Service

ROCHESTER HILLS — The

Romeo Bulldogs won the Class A

district championship, 74-46

over the Rochester Falcons on

Friday evening, and it was over

almost from the start.
The game began with the Bull-

dogs’ Blake Cushingberry sink-

ing an NBA-range 3-pointer.

Romeo held

a 17-6 lead at

the end of

the first

period and

maintained

a double-digit lead the rest of the

game.
“As he takes a shot, I’m on the

bench thinking, ‘That’s too far,’

but it turns out to be nothing but

net. Blake, that’s his game,”

Romeo coach Dale Teller said.

“To force turnovers and score off

the defense was our intent. Our

whole plan was to keep the

tempo in our favor.”
His Bulldogs (19-3) forced 27

turnovers in the lopsided match

and they were successful at their

game plan by converting their

steals into layups and free-throw

opportunities.
“They’re very good. We knew

going in we’d have to play our ‘A’

game. Cushingberry is a unique

player,” Rochester coach John

Pleasant said of the Oakland

University signee. “He can score

in three different ways. He can

shoot, drive, and post up. Their

point guard (Nick Kosovich) is

savvy and active. We battled, but

their defense was there too.”
One bright spot for the Falcons

(7-16) was found in junior for-

ward Keith Newberry, who

scored a team-high 23 points on

10-for-16 field goal shooting and

3-for-4 from the free-throw line.
“We knew Romeo was a tough

team,” Newberry said. “I got into

a rhythm. Our point guards did a

real good job of passing. As a

team we’re looking toward next

year.”
Although Cushingberry drew

a lot of attention from his oppo-

nent, his demeanor remained

calm throughout the game.

Nearly every time he touched

the ball, he was double-teamed

and the Falcons bench shouted

to get the ball out of his hands.
Cushingberry still found open

teammates and made passes out

of those double-teams. He drew

several fouls on field goal at-

tempts, and he did not force his

shot. He seemed to let the game

flow.
“This game means a lot to us.

We wanted to get at least to the

regionals,” said Cushingberry.
The Bulldogs will face Clark-

ston in a regional semifinal Mon-

day evening at Lake Orion High.
“This game gives us momen-

tum going into Monday,” said

Kosovich, who led Romeo with

20 points and three steals. Cush-

ingberry scored 16 points and

Kyle Maxwell scored 11 points

for the Bulldogs.

ship four years ago, and he was named the

Macomb County Player of the Year in 2004.
“The last three games we devoted to

Robby,” said Brege, a neighbor who lived

in Atherton’s subdivision. “We played our

hearts out. We did it for him.”
Atherton had maintained a presence

with the Eisenhower program, even visit-

ing practice two weeks ago to tell the team

to stick together, Eagles coach Brandon

Lemley said. In addition, Brege said Ather-

ton had served as a mentor since his soph-

omore season, giving him advice.
With players wearing “RA” wristbands

and many fans wearing T-shirts that had

Atherton’s name and No. 12 on the back,

Brege’s fourth-quarter flurry pulled Eisen-

hower through a back-and-forth affair

with the Chieftains.
“I’m so proud of the kids,” Lemley said.

“We had such a tough week. We had such

great team effort.”
The first half featured 14 lead changes

and two ties before Eisenhower took a 28-

24 halftime advantage on baskets by Drag-

an Bijelic and Chuck Barone in the final 23

seconds.
The Eagles led by as many as seven

points in the third quarter, but Utica ral-

lied to tie the score at 39-39 on a layup by

Michael Hollingsworth with 19 seconds

left in the period.
Brege, though, took control in the fourth

quarter. He hit a 3-pointer, made a layup

and drained another 3-pointer in the first

IKE: Emotional game for players
gives team reason to celebrate
Continued from Page 1C two minutes to open up an eight-point lead

and put Eisenhower ahead for good.
“I hit that one shot and I started feeling

it,” Brege said. “I just kept shooting it and
it kept going in.”

Utica never got closer than three points
the rest of the way as the Eagles claimed
their third district championship in five
years.

Mike Hollingsworth scored 17 points
and Chris Robinson added 11 points for
the Chieftains, who advanced to the dis-
trict final after rallying from a 24-2 deficit
against L’Anse Creuse on Wednesday.

“I thought both teams played hard,”
said Utica coach Gerry Kraemer, whose
team finished with a 12-11 record. “It’s ob-
vious it came down to hitting shots. They
did a great job of hitting shots when it
really mattered.”

Bijelic finished with eight points for Ei-
senhower, which improved to 13-10 over-
all and advanced to a regional semifinal
against Detroit Finney on Monday.

After the game, family and friends of
Atherton gathered for a photograph, and
Lemley smiled as he knelt down in the
first row.

“The Eisenhower basketball program is
a family,” Lemley said. “Everyone came
together, and it’s awesome.”

Eisenhower 58, Utica 51
Utica 10 14 15 12 -- 51
Eisenhower 13 15 11 19 -- 58

UTICA (12-11): Chris Robinson 11, Jason Palazzolo 1, Bryan Garbar-
ino 8, Mike Hollingsworth 17, Bryan Muchortow 5, Jovan Daggins 3,
Jared Williams 2, Zef Berishaj 4. Totals: 18 (4) 11-14 51.

EISENHOWER (13-10): Jeff Roegner 2, John Orlando 5, Justin Brege
29, Ryan Tomayko 6, Joe Wirth 2, Dragan Bijelic 8, Chuck Barone 6. To-
tals: 25 (6) 2-9 58.

� Pilots take over in 4th quarter to beat Cousino for district title.

Class A

at Fraser

Class B at

C. Line

Class A

at R. Adams

Follow high school playoff action in The Macomb Daily

District

Basketball

Roundup

Eagles make it
2-for-2 in districts
The Macomb Daily Sports Staff

Parkway Christian has been in existence for
two years — and they’ve now laid claim to two
district titles.

The Eagles overpowered Conner Creek East
85-53 in a Class D district final to claim that sec-
ond title Friday night as Larry Hauser II, Scott
Declaire and Zurlon Tipton stood tall as a “fero-

cious” front line to lead
their team.

“Those guys were all
great,” said coach Jim
Barker. “They all ended up
with seven or eight re-
bounds each and were just

a really tough unit tonight. I’m really happy for
these guys.”

Tipton ended the game with 19 points and
eight assists — despite getting into foul trouble
and sitting the bulk of the second quarter. De-
claire finished with nine points and seven re-
bounds and Hauser had 17 points and six assists.

In addition, Pat Lubeck tallied eight points
and five assists.

“I’m really, really pleased because this is a
great team victory,” Barker said.

Parkway Christian 85, Conner Creek East 53
CC East 13 14 12 14 -- 53
Parkway Christian 28 13 25 19 -- 85

CONNER CREEK EAST: Torell Holt 7, Donavin Reed 8, Cortez Goodwin 2, Tyrez
Bush 3, Jamel Walton 9, Brandon Brown 16, Devens Williams 8. Totals: 21 (1) 10-
19  53.

PARKWAY CHRISTIAN: Pat Lubeck 8, Boyd 2, Larry Hauser II 17, Mitch Mi-
chalski 3, Finley 3, Ethan Pawels 4, Scott Declaire 9, Brian Schmitz 1, Zurlon Tip-
ton 19, Matt Cooper 19. Totals: 35(5) 10-14 85.

CLASS A
(Host East Detroit)

DETROIT FINNEY 62, GROSSE POINTE

NORTH 52: Jerry Claxton-Peoples had 13
points and Paul Bramos added 15 to lead the

See ROUNDUP, Page 3C

yet remained for Fitz. Marcellus
scored two straight buckets him-
self, but it was Ryan Aaron who
put the proverbial cherry on top.
Aaron threw down two thunde-
rous dunks in the last 29 seconds
of the game that sent the Madi-
son fan base into a frenzy.

Madison will play Marysville
in the regional semifinals on
Monday at Detroit Renaissance.

Madison 70, Fitzgerald 56
Fitzgerald  14  9  16  17  --  56
Madison 20  16  10 24  --  70

FITZGERALD: Sammy Hines 6, Angelo Marcotullio
5, Charles Wilson 3, Esmond Holmes 7, Ken Enoex 4,
Joe Kopicki 12, Anthony Campbell 17.

MADISON: Duane Marcellis 6, DaJuan Marcellus 7,
Albert Riley 2, Mario Graham 6, DeAndre Johnson 13,
Briahn Smith 21, Ryan Aaron 4, Martin Jereld 9.

12 points on the night with an

easy layup that suddenly

brought Fitzgerald to within

four points, 41-37. They would

not get any closer than that.
Johnson reentered the game

and provided and instant boost

to the Eagles defense by getting a

steal just a few seconds into the

ensuing Fitzgerald possession.
“I thought we were going to

get over the hump there,” coach

Kopicki said.
The Eagles scored eight con-

secutive points to begin the

fourth quarter, effectively

squashing any faint hope that

Fitzgerald’s season
ends against Eagles

Macomb Daily staff photo by Ray J. Skowronek

Madison’s DeAndre Johnson looks for room on the court after
dodging Fitzgerald’s Sammy Hines.

By Fred Costello
Special to The Macomb Daily

CENTER LINE — The
Fitzgerald basketball team had
the misfortune of validating one
of sports’ most commonly held
coaching
beliefs: there is no way on the
practice court to replicate the
speed of an actual game.

The Spar-
tans were
swallowed
up and suf-
focated by a

relentless Madison press that
was largely responsible for the
Eagles’ 70-56 district champion-
ship victory on Friday.

“In my mind, the thing that
beat us was the press,” Fitzger-
ald coach Joe Kopicki said.
“That’s what got us tonight,
their press and our failure to
break it. We prepared – but what
are you going to do? The press
took us out of our offense. That
was the game-changer.”

The loss dropped the Spartans
to 14-9 to finish the season, while
Madison is now 21-1.

A jam-packed Center Line
High School gym provided the
backdrop for a compelling cham-
pionship game. In the battle for
district supremacy, the Eagles
seized the moment and managed
to dictate the pace from start to
finish.

“Even without saying any-
thing to any of the kids, they
knew this was the game they’d
have to win to define our sea-
son,” Eagles coach Brian Can-
field said.

Madison got superb guard
play from DeAndre Johnson.
The senior scored 13 points —

but it was his smothering de-
fense and quick decisions that
made him an All-State football
player despite constant ribbing
from the Fitzgerald student sec-
tion.

One sequence in particular
epitomized Johnson’s control of
the game. One play after a deft
no-look assist to Duane Marcel-
lis, Johnson stole the Spartans
inbound pass. Racing up the
court, Johnson dribbled behind
his back before floating a perfect
pass to Mario Graham that
ended in an easy layup and 25-15
Madison lead. The performance
left Canfield impressed.

“DeAndre can change direc-
tion like nobody else,” Canfield
said. “His defense is incredible.
He’ll make a mistake and go get
the ball back two plays later.
He’s fun to watch.”

Briahn Smith was the only
other Madison player in double
figures, leading all scorers with
21 points. Martin Jereld scored
nine and DaJuan Marcellus had
seven for the Eagles.

The final score doesn’t reveal,
however, how close Fitzgerald
came to mounting a third-
quarter comeback. Despite being
down 36-23 at the break, the Spar-
tans were able to put a nice run
together.

With 3:30 to play in the third
quarter, senior guard Sammy
Hines knocked down a 12-footer
while Johnson was momentarily
on the bench. Then Fitzgerald’s
Anthony Campbell — who led
the team with 17 points — hit a
spinning layup about 40 seconds
later which cut the Madison lead
to 41-33.

Moments later, Spartans sen-
ior Joe Kopicki scored two of his
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